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P R E F A C E .  

FROM the date of my appointment to  the 
Political cllalgc of the Nepal AIission, I 
deemed it my duty to seize every opportu- 
nity of acquiring, in the course of my daily 
conversations with the Ambassador and his 
Sirdars, knowledge on every subject of in- 
terest connected with a country which has 
hitherto proved to Europeans almost a terra 

incognita, and regarding the Governu~ent and 
resources of which our information is still 
apparently so partial. I was subsequently 
fortunate cnough to enjoy the advantage of 
being able to test by personal observation 
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the value of tlle communications thus re- 
ceived, and I am bound in justice to achow- 
ledge that, making due allowance for national 
ranity which naturally prompted a slight 
exaggeration, the statements put forth have 
proved estreluely accurate. As a soldier illy 
enquilies mere principally directed towards 
tlie organization and discipliiie of the Ne- 
pal Army, a Force nit11 which wve may at  
any time be brouglit into collision, owing 
to, either the actual hostility of the Ifembers 
of the Durbar, or their desire to rescue 
tllemselves from the thlddorn of an insolent 
soldieiy, even at  the hazard of sacrificing 
the independence of their country. D~uing  
the administration of the present Prime 
Millister, I am firmly co~~vinced lieither of 
these contuigenceies are likely to occur, for 
he is f d y  sensible of the p e a t  inlpoitance 
of our alliance and at  the same time pos- 
sesses far too much political sagacity and 
determination of character, ever to allow 
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himself to become the puppet, even although 
he may strive to remain the favoiite of the 
Army; but a t  a court where it may be said 
that for years past conspiracies have been 
of alniost hourly, and assassinatiolls of daily 
occtwence, it mere vain to fi-ame calcula- 
tions based on the life of a single in&\-idual, 
and in the event of the death of General 
Jung Bahadur, not only is it reasonable to 
suppose that the bonds of discipline, as a t  
present imposed upon the Gorldia troops, 
would become materially relaxed, and con- 
sequently the soldiery, like our late formi- 
dable opponents the Seikhs, degenerate into 
Pmtorian bands, dictators alike dangerous 
to the stability of the Government they 
serve aiid to the repose of neigllboming 
States, but it is also not improbable that some 
of the Chiefs of the Paudee faction might 
succeed to power, and as the Members of 
this party have, I believe, invariably been 
opposed to the introductioil of liberal mea- 
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s u e s  and the spread of e~llightcncd ideas, 
i t  may be inferred that they arc iillbued 
with all the prejudices of bigoted Hulclus 
and doubtless inimical to the Britisli powcr 
in India. 
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Jlililarr~ Force o f  Nepal-Numerical slrenglh-Nominal 
roll of R e g i m d s  -Commissioned and Non- Commissioned 
Ojicers-Commander-in-Chief and Staff-Rates o f  pay 
of dafferenl rarrksJagirs-Commissiorw'-Punjunnie, or 
annual re-enrolment-Leaoe-Desrriplio~t of  Gorkha 
Soldiers-Discipline-Drill-Artihry-Ammunition,Ams 
and Accoulremenh-Uniform-Wa~rl o f  Co~nmissariat and 
Camp EquipugeGeneral  obsercations regarding the pra- 
babk result of a war with the Brilish, including an  accotrd 
of  the differentpasses leading from the Plains to the Valley 
o f  Kalhmandhoo, kc .  kc .  

IN accordance with data which I have 
been enabled to collect from various sources, 
I am induced to estimate the strength of - 

the Gorkha A m y  as at the utillost 25, 
or 26,000 men, of which nearly two-thirds 
are attachcd to the Regular Battalions and 
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the remainder composed of Local or Irre- 
gular Corps. I t  is extrcmcly difficult to as- 
certain with any degree of cei-tainty the 
exact number of Regiments, as, unlike those 
attached to the h.mies of European States, 
they bear no numbers, but are designated 
either by the names of Hindoo Divinities, 
or according to some peculiar qunlity wit11 
which the Soldiers of any pal-ticular Batta- 
lion have the reputation of being endowed ; 
and perhaps, occasionally, as is the case 
with several of the coi-ps of the Bengal 
Army, after some distinguished Officer by 
whom they may have been either raised or 
commanded. The followiug is a list of 
those Re,&ncnts with whose names I have 
become acquainted either from l ia~ing per- 
sonally witnessed them on Parade or heard 
them alluded to by members of the Mis- 
sion. 

Ram Dul, Aitillery. 
Gunnks Dul, ditto. 
Rifle Re,.iment, Infantiy. 
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Latter, Infantry. 
Sli Natli, 7, 

Rsj Dul, >I 

Mor Indra Du1, 17 

Slier Dul, 7,  

Kali Prasad (formerly 
Hanunmu) Dtd, 11 

Ram Prithi Dull 9 )  

Dehi Dull, 11 

Jagat Dtd, 11 

Goralch Kath, 11 

liali Baksli, I! 

Sir bk doz, 11 

Ba'zabani, 71 

Ram Ply? Dul, 11 

Singhi Nath, 11 

Nays Goralth Nnth, ,, 
Snbz Dull I1 

Bhairav Nath, 11 

Shtunsher Dul, 11 

Sri Mer, 11 

Ran Sen, ~ 11 

Shah Baz, 11 
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Ballam Jung, Infantry. 
Suldar Jung, 11 

Tara Nath, 11 

Baithalc Dul, 7 %  

Cllandi Baksh, 77 

Sri Dut, 1, 

Gaur Baksh, 7 ,  

Channund Nath, 11 

Sri Daman, 11 

Samna J u n g  11 

A large force, consisting of 16 Regular 
and 1 Irregular Regiment, is stationed at 

the capital, Kathmandhoo, and in its immedi- 
ate vicinity, and, as far as I can judge, the 
remaining corps are distributed amongst the 
different posts and foi-trcsses on the British 
and Thibet frontiers, as detailed below : 
Palpa, - - - - 2 Regular, 2 Irregular. 
Peutana, - - - . 1 ,, 1 )  

Saliana, - - - - 1 ,, 11 

Sil Gurhee, - - - 2 ,, 11 

Jamba (Thibet), - 2 ,, 11 

Opudheea Gurhee, ,, ,, 1 ,, 
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Seesa Gurhcc, - ,, Reg~dar, 1 Irregular. 

RIukwanpore, - - 1 ,, 7, 

H u ~ i ~ o r e ,  - - - ,, ,, 1 ,, 
Sindn Gurhee, - - 1 ,, 7, 

Dhankootn, - - - 1 ,, 17 

Cllomdanda, - - 7 ,  1 ,, 
Khutta B u g a  (Terai) 2 ,, l 7  

Tlle strength of Regiments, more especial- 
ly of those employed on Police Duties which 
are, in some instances, 1,000 strong, varies, 
but the average of that of corps of the line 
may be fairly calculated at  600 Sepoys; wit11 
the exception of one or two Regiments, the 
complement of Commissioned and Non-Con- 
missioned officers is on an extremely limited 
scale, not consisting of more than I Captain, 
1 Lieutenant, 1 Subahdar, 6 Jemadars, 6 
Havildars and 6 Naiks to a Battalion of 6 
Companies. 

The Commander-in-Chicf is assisted by a 
Stnff of 9 or 10 General Officers and Colo- 
nels, eacll of whom commands two or three 
Rcginicnts, a Major (styled Burra Captain) 
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and a Bm1.a Adjutant or Adjutant General, 
whose duties appear in a p e a t  measure 
confined to the issue in a loud tone of the 
words of command on the occasion of a g a n d  
review. The emoluments appertainimg to the 
connnand of the b y ,  derived principally 
fi.om the annual gifts presented by the Sirdars 
and Soldiery, amoullt to about a Lac of 
Rupees per m u m  ; the pay of officers of tlie 
higher ranks is not apparently re,dated by 
any fixed standard but depends entirely on 
the favor or caprice of tlie Prime Minister, 
the rates of that granted to those of the 
lower grades, to Non-Commissioned Officers 
and Soldiers, are according to the following 
scale : 

Nepal Rupee% 
pr h n u m .  

Captains,. ................ .3,000 to 4,000 
Lieutenants, ........... .1,500 to 3,000 
Subahdars,. .............. 1,000 to 1,500 
Jemadars, ................. 400 to 1,000 
Havilhrs and Naiks,. .. 200 to 600 
Sepoys, .................... 100 to 300 
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In addition to which all ranlts are furnish- 
cd every 7th or 8th year with a suit of uni- 
form and also receire fron thc State the dis- 
tinctive ornaments morn in thc turban. I t  
must, however, bc understood that of the 
sums noted above only a very sinall propor- 
tion is actually paid from tlie Public Trea- 
sury, thc rcmaiudcr being realized fiom tlie 
profits derived fisom Jagirs or grants of 
Land confcl~cd by the Goverllnient upon 
Officers and Soldiers, n-hicli profits must na- 
turally fluctuate according to the seasons and 
also to the degree of labor and attention be- 
stowed upon the soil. I believe that General 
Jung Bahad~u. is dcsirousof chan,&g thepre- 
sent arrangement and mould prefer adopt- 
ing the system obtaining in European Ar- 
mies of paying the troops at cei-tain fixed 
rates according to ranlt, but the idea is re- 
pugnant to thc feelings of the Sirdars, and 
should he attempt to introduce it against 
their inclination, he may run some little risk 
of sapping his present influence and power. 

B 
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Officers reccire duly signecl comnlissio~is 
from tlie Rajah and are tl~ereby c~npowered 
to administer justice and to award fines, 
not to exceed 100 rupees, alllongst the pm- 
santry residing on tlie Jagirs assigned for 
their support; as the fines t l ~ u s  levied arc 
a perquisite of office, this privilege is doubt- 
less occasionally abused. 

Every n~ale tlirougliout the territoq- of 
Nepal is liable to be called upon to serve 
as a Soldier for one year, a t  tlic expiration 
of wl~icll l ~ c ~ i o d  he is entitled to claiiu liis 
discharge, but tlie power thus possessed 
by tlic Governnlent of sulnmoning recruits 
to its standards is, I should imagine, hardly 
ever cscrcised, for by all accounts there is 
no want of candidates for Rlilitary Sen-ice, 
on the contrary therc are nunlcrous appli- 
cants for employnlent, and at  the general 
re-enrolment styled P~mjunuie, wliicli takes 
place annually during the Dusserah, wlle~l 
the ranks are not only weeded of mcalrly 
and inefficient Officers and Men, but tlie 
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oppoi-tunity also taken of ren~oving tllosc 
to whom the Ilinister in power may prove 
unfa~orable, the greatest interest is gene- 
r,dy made by persons of all grades to pre- 
vent being remailded to their llonles ; corps 
on out-post duty, \~,llicll owing to tllcir dis- 
tance from the Capital  nay not be subject 
to illspection a t  the Punjunllie, arc u s ~ ~ a l l y  
disbanded 011 their return from command, 
new Regimeilts being raised in their stead, 
and the Officers and Soldiers conlposing 
them proceeding to their native villages, 
where they reside until foi-tuuate enough 
to re-obtain seimvice; thus a very l a g e  
propoi-tion of the population are inst~vcted 
in the use of arms, and the almy could, 
in a few montl~s, be raised lvith little 
difficulty to 50,000 men. The syste~n of 
re-enrohuent applies equally to Civil as 
to Military Officers. Public fitnction- 
aries out of einploy are styled Dacree- 
nhs ant1 distinguished by \\.caring white 
clotliing. 

B 2 
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Leave is generally gpnted to a portion of 
tlie troops between tlie months of Ilarch 
and June to enable them to assist in the cud- 
tivation of their lands, but the nmnber to 
wliom the iodulgence is allolved does not 
appear to be defined, but to be entirely 
dependent on the mill of the hfiuistcr, with- 
out whose sanction no nlaii can be absent 
from his duty nlore tlian a inontli, little 
authority being vested in tlie hands of Co- 
lonels of Regiments, nltliougli no officer can 
obtni~i that rank who is not a relative of the 
Premier. 

Witli the exception of the Kewar tribe, 
who are considered deficient in courage, iiicri 
of all castes are admitted into the Nepal 
Army and liithei-to associated in the sallle 
Regiments without reference to religious 
prejudices ; but General J ~ m g  Bahadur, 
having appnrently studied the doctiines laid 
down by Europeau Politicians on the sub- 
ject of the balance of power, has recently 
introduced tlie system of forming distinct 
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coi-ps of Rajputs, Muggurs, Guruugs and 
Krats, thus, 3s any class feeling or jealousy 
which lnny exist amongst these different 
tribes, although perhaps not fostered, is cer- 
tainly not discouraged by the Government, 
in the event of a mutiny breaking out in any 
one Re~mei i t ,  there mould be little dread 
of the spirit of disaffection becoming gene- 
ral, and in all probability it could be casily 
subdued; uloreorer a greater spirit of cmu- 
lation and esprit de corps is thereby engen- 
dered amongst the Soldiers than under the 
old regulation of attaching them indiscrimi- 
nately to corps composed of men of every 
description. The Soldiers in the Gorkha 
service are in general fine muscular men, 
their average height being about five feet, 
eight inches. They are little trammelled by 
the prejudices of caste and are in many re- 
spects decidedly superiorto theBritish Sepoy. 
TJnder their present commander, they are 
subject to the most stiict discipline and obey 
without a murmur any order emanating from 

B 3 
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his authority even to the extent of submit- 
ting cheerfully to privations in order to add 
to his pleasure, and as sentries their bearing 
is admirable. Although on the occasion of 
the Review at  Kathmandl~oo at  least 6,000 
men were under arms, only onc Regiment 
(the Rifles) underwent an inspection. The 
inanoeuvl.es mere verysteadily performed,but 
it was evident that in hfilitary parlance the 
corps was only practising a card, i. e., going 
through a certain number of movements 
learnt by rote without comprehending in 
the slightest degree the occasions to which 
the different evolutions would be applica- 
ble, in fact tlie knowledge wliicll they have 
acquired of the science of tactics is, I should 
suppose, sufficient to prove tlie truth of the 
old adage "that a little learning is a dange- 
rous thing," as it is not unlikely should they 
ever again come in collision with our forces, 
that insteadof caiTying on a Guerilla warfare, 
the system best adapted both to their habits 
nnd the nature of their country, thcy would 
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attempttooperateinmasscs, and conseque~~tly 
by becoming out-maneuvred lose all the ad- 
vantage, which, from their courage and activi- 
ty, they now have over o w  Native Troops. 
As tacticians the Gorkha Officers are certain- 
ly inferior to those of the late Seikll Army, 
and I doubt much whether there is one 
amongst them capable of moving a Brigade 
or even a Regiment anywhere but upon its 
o m  Pnrade ground. The Artiicry attached 
to the Nepal Army numbers about 300 
guns, of which 160 are retained a t  thecapital 
and the remainder mounted at  the diicrent 
fortresses and outposts. Those a t  Katliman- 
dhoo are all in serviceable condition and 
well adapted for mountain warfare, being 
chiefly of small calibre, from 2 to 6-pound- 
em,-they are worked by hand the preju- 
dices of Hindoos, as respects the sacred 
animal, preventing their using bullocks for 
draught pu-poses whilst horses mould not 
only be expensive but almost useless; the 
Governnlent has lately made arrangements, 
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by separatii~g thc ,m from the carriage, for 
transporting field pieces by means of ele- 
phants, and from the capabilities of these 
animals to ascend and descend paths which 
would appear almost impassable to any but 
a highland pony, there is little doubt that 
this description of carriage mould prove of 
the utmost utility in a hilly country. 

Unlike the generality of Native Powers 
the Nepalese do not apparently attach much 
consideration to the practice of their Artii- 
lery, and it is therefore perhaps far inferior 
to that against which we have recently had 
to contend in our Indian campaigns. Their 
balls are chiefly of lead, as they are unable 
to cast iron, those made of the latter metal 
are beaten, and a single ball fully requires 
the labor of three men (whose wages 
amount to 5 annas each per diem) through- 
out the whole of one day, ere it is fit for 
use, thus (including the expense of char- 
coal) the average cost of making alone may 
be estimated at a rupee ; their shells are, I 
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presume, of pewter They are in a great 
measure unacquainted with tlie art of ma- 
nufacturing fuzes, General Jung Bahadur 
has devoted much time and attention to- 
wards making cxpeihents in order to as- 
certain tlie exact proportions of tlic ingrc- 
dirnts used in preparing the composition, 
but liitliei-to with but little success; what- 
ever information thcy may have acquired, 
as to the course of study to be pursued in 
the Laboratory School to render an Ai-til- 
lery-man duly efficient, has in all probabi- 
lity been derived from Frencl~ Officers, two 
of whom I am Icd to believe reccived ser- 
vice in Nepal subsequent to the ratifica- 
tion of the present treaty wit11 the British. 

There is a foundry at  Hathmandhoo and a 
large manufactory of fire arnis a t  Peutana, 
about 15 marches distant. The guns are 
of brass, (copper and zinc,) and bored by 
machinery worked by water power; in pre- 
paring tlie castings, the moulds arc placed 
at a colisiderable interval fro111 the fi~rnace, 
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and the molten liquid instead of being con- 
ducted to the former by means of a gntter, 
is conveyed in small earthen pots, thus the 
gun is as it were formed in layers and little 
allowance being nlade for dead head, none 
of the impurities existing in thc metal arc 
removed, and it nlust consequently be liable 
to flaws, although not to the extent that 
mould occtlr in one of our guns, which 
are of bronze, thus cast. The rifles and 
nluskets in use nith the Gorkha Army 
arc of fair coonst~uction, but with rude flint 
locks, a few are llom made upon the per- 
cussion principle, but as the nlanufacture 
of caps is not likely to be introduced into 
Nepal, they cannot become general. The 
bayonets are for t l ~ c  most part shaped like 
the Gorlrha knife, being broad and flat 
~vith a slight curve : they appear service- 
able weapons and are alilce available for cult 
or thrust. The three principal Magazines 
in Nepal are situated at Ratlimandl~oo, Bhat- 
e o n  and Peutana. The former contains 
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about 25,000 stand of arms, the greater 
nulnbcr in wretched order, it is supposed 
that in case of emergency, the Government 
could supply muskets and accoutrements 
sufficient to equip upwards of 100,000 men. 

When on parade, the troops wear red 
coats and dark pnntaloons of English matc- 
rial and pattern, but on all other duties the 
native mirzai of blue quilted cotton with 
loose white paejan~ahs or dhotics is the cos- 
tume adoptcd, their equipments are of a very 
inferior description. 

As an aggressive foe, I should consider 
the Gorkhas, although a brave and war- 
like race, if not contemptible at  least little 
to be dreaded; no Comn~issariat is attached 
to their army, and when on the march each 
Soldier carries his om11 provisions for the 
number of days he is likely to be absent, an 
an.,u~gemcnt which may answer for w or- 
dinary more t h o u g h  friendly territories, or 
even fbr a detachment engaged in a foray 
into an enemy's country, but is perfectly 
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impracticable for a large force e~nployed 
upon a protracted campaign; for it cannot 
be disputed that when troops are under the 
necessity of operating in masses exposcd to 
the attack of a slcilful opponent, even the 
most successful foragers, must, hi some mea- 
sure, be dcpendcnt on an organized depart- 
~nent  for the provision of supplies, more es- 
pecially when as in the case of the Gorlcha 
army, they would have to oppose an enemy 
powerful in Cavalry, whist the~nselves not 
only menlr in that arm but actually unable to 
comn~and the services of a single horseman, 
without referring to our early ~ \ ~ a r s  in India 
or to the histoly of the Peninsular Campaign 
to adduce proof in support of this assertion, 
I may mention that in 1845-46, previous to 
the Battle of Sobraon, the Seilil~ troops then 
posted on the Sutledge suffered from scarci- 
ty in their camp, althougl~ numbering a 
large force of Cavalry, and with the whole 
of the resources of the Punjaub at their dis- 
posal, how much more then would this rule 
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apply, to an army coniinaiided by Gciierals 
t~iiskflcd in directi~g the iiloreinents of 
large bodies and marching through an ene- 
my's Provinces, s u ~ o u i d e d  by hostile C a d -  
ry, against which it mould be out of tlieir 
power to oppose a corresponding force; it 
may be adiiiitted that for a shoi-t period thcy 
would bc able to subsist by the plunder of the 
diferent villages througli mliicli tlicir route 
niiglit be ~dircctcd, but their progress would 
ilecessarily be slow, as not only are the Soldiers 
like dl iilillabitants of niountainous countries 
bad walkers in the plains, their average rate 
of marching little exceeding two inilcs per 
hour, but supposing they descended by any 
of the passes leading into the Gorukhpore, 
Chumparun or Tirhoot districts, in whatever 
direction they might move, thcy would find 
their route intersected by Rivers such as the 
Gmlduk, Gograh, Raptee and liunierous other 
streams of less iinportance, across which, from 
my experience of their incapacity, from want 
of method, for conducting military operations 

C 
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of this nature, I feel justified in stating it 
would be a work of several days to transport 
a force of any magnitude ; in the meantime 
they would be restricted to a very limited 
space for the collection of their supplies. and 
due precautions night be taken to prevent 
their enjoying tlie opppoitunity of availing 
themselves of the resources of the country 
though which they mould subsequently 
have to pass. 

Another ar3wcnt  that might be ad\ sr~ccd 
against the ability of the Nepal Army to 
engage in Foreigil Warfare is the want of' 
Cmnp Equipage. A very small number of 
tents, merely sufficient to accommodste the 
men actually on Guard, are issued to the 
troops, for the most part therefore they have 
only such slielter as may be afforded by tem- 
porary huts which they are extremely expert 
in constructing of boughs and grass, but they 
are pervious to rain, and moreover could 
only be prepared during a halt. Thus in tlie 
course of a campaign the soldiers would be 
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fully exposed to the inclel~lency of the mea- 
ther, and, as I believe the hill-men suffer 
even more than our o m  troops from such 
exposure when in the plains, after the heavy 
rain which is generally expected about the 
nliddle of the cold season, it may justly be 
inferred that an invading force would, owing 
to the of sickness, beconle consi- 
derably weakened if not rendered almost 
ineficicnt and obliged to effect a retreat.+ 

It ulust not be supposed that I am iu- 
clined to underrate the Gorkha pomcr, far 
from it, I am truly persuaded the Nepalese 
mould provean activeand enterprising enemy, 
and in the event of any snpi~~euess on the 
part of the Indian Goven~ment, a t  the com- 
n~encement of hostilities would inflict serious 
injury on the Provinces bordering their terri- 
tories, but from the causes nlentioned above, 
it would be only necessary for us to take 

* Several casualties occurred amongst General Jung 
Bahndur's suite, whilst we were encnmped at Bissow- 
Icenh. 
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coulmon precautionary measL1res for the 
puiFose of strengthening our Frollticr to 
lwevcnt their ever seriously entertaining, or 
a t  all events carrying illtoexecution, aproject 
for the illrasion of British India. By moving 
from the i\Ieel~lt and Cawupore Divisions .z 
strong Erigrade of Cavalry, including a11 E11ro- 
pean Coll~s, to the vicinity of Bcttiah, advan- 
ciug the Regiment of 11-1-egtlars, now at Snl- 
tanpore, and the Bellares Battery to Gorukh- 
pore, aud reinforcing rilmoral~ and Darjee- 
liug, especially the latter, whicll would be the 
first point agiust  wllicli tlie Gorkhas 
wotdd direct their attack, wit11 Infantry and 
details of AI-tillery from &.leerut and Dina- 
pore; our territories would be fully protected 
from insult and the inroads of marauding 
parties effectually cllecked. 

Should a cams belli ever again arise bc- 
tween the two Governments, in nly h~lll~ble 
opinion, ~ u ~ ~ l e s s  political reasons dictated the 
expediency of the measure, it wotdd be 
l~ardly advisable for our troops to attempt 
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to penetrate into thc interior of Nepal, 
as in order to ensure submission on the part 
of the Durbar, i t  would, in all probability, be 
ulerely necessary for us to take posscssio~~ 
of the Terai land situated at  the foot of the 
hills to the east of the Gunddi, ceded to 
the Gorkhas a t  the termination of the 
war in 1816, thus weakening the Govern- 
ment and to a certain extent starving the 
peoplc, by dcpriving one of the possessions 
from which they now draw a very consider- 
able alnount of revenue, and the other of 
lands supplying a large pol-tion of the 
grain required for their consunlption. The 
value of the acquired territory would iu a 

great degree, if not entirely, compeusate us 
for the extra expense incurred in maintain- 
ing a respechble force on the Frontier dur- 
ing the months of Sovember, December, 
Janualy, February, and March; a t  which 
period alone our Provinces would be expos- 
cd to the incursions of Gorkha Troops, 
as throughout the remainder of the year the 
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forest is almost impassable, owing to the 
deadly nature of the malaria, styled by the 
illhabitants the O L ~ ,  generated by the 
accumulation of dead regetatioil throngh- 
ont this immense tract of juugle. I lia\,e 
specified Cavalry as tlle force by ml~icli our 
Froiltier sllould be principally lielcl in the 
evcilt of a rupture with the Nepalese, from 
the well-known head  wliicli their troops 
entei%?in of that 21111, owing to their utter 
inability, consequent on their imperfect 
foi-nlation, to resist a charge. This was parti- 
cularly exeinplified in the attack made 
during the last war by Lt. Pickersgill upon 
a party of Gorkha soldiers which he 
conlpletely routed, and so great was the con- 
sternatiou thereby created amougst then), 
that they imnlediatly evacuated the whole 
of the lowlands, and retreated to the hills, 
altllough they had pre\.iously displayed the 
utmost dariilg and , h o s t  destroyed two 
of our detachments at  Pursa and Sum~nuud- 
pore wider the command of Captaius Sibley 
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and Blncliney; lnoreover the very fact of 
their bcing liable to be cut off in their 
retrcnt to their fastnesses wo~dd deter 
innrauding pal-ties from ravaging our villages 
along the borders of the Terai, whilst not 
only mould tl~cy experience little dread of 
being overtnken by our Infautry, but it 
might be hazqrdous to detach a sn~all body 
of that arin in pursuit of plunderers, from 
the dnngcr of its being cntrnpped into an 
ambuscade, n design which wodd iuost pro- 
bably be adopted by the Gorkhas, who, 
like all natives of the East, are adepts in 
practising ruses de guerre. To this risk it  
is obvious that l~orseinen would not be 
exposed, as, from the greater rapidity and 
duration of their movements, they would be 
enabled to pursue the eneiuy to the very 
edge of the jungle and at  the same time 
encalnp at  such n distance from the forest 
as to preclude with ordinary precautions the 
possibility of thcir beiug surprised and over- 
powered in a night attack. 
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Supposing, that to avenge an insult and to 
vindicate our honor, it might be deemed impe- 
rative upon us to impose such stringent ternls 
upon the Durbar as could only be demanded 
with any prospect of success after the utter 
defeat and prostration of their arms and the 
occupatio~l of their capital by our troops, al- 
thouglla force might beassembled in liemaon 
as a deluonstration ready to take advantage 
of circunlstances enabling us to pus11 our 
o1)erations in that quarter, and a liglit bri- 
gade fonned a t  tllc sanitary station of 
Darjeeling for the p~u-pose of effecting a 
diversion on the eastern frontier, where I 
believe a vulilerable point could be discover- 
ed with little difficulty; it is to be presumed 
that, as before, the principal attack would 
be directed on the valley of Kathmandl~oo. 

The route usually followed by merclrants 
and travellers, and wllich may in fact be 
considered the grand highway to Nepal, is 
that vici Semul-Basa and Hetoundah; after 
entering the sal jungle at  the fornler 
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station, it becomes a mere track only avail- 
able for horse or foot passengers and beasts of 
bui-then, but, as  throughout the first march 
(about 10 miles in length,) until you enter 
the bed of the Chiiiya I<hurree a t  Biclieeah 
Khor, it is allnost perfectly level and passes 
tlirougll a fine forest with little or no under- 
wood, it might be conrerted into a good 
road ~vitliout much expenditiwe of labor. 
Fronl BicheeallKlior, where tliereis n village 
consisting of a brick liouse and a few huts, 
i t  follows the course of the river, dming the 
cold season a trickling stream, nevcr more 
than a few iuches in depth and in many 
places entirely disappearing beneath the 
surface, its bed although in the first instance 
at  least a quarter of a nlile in breadth nai-row- 
ing occasionally to about 150 yards and being 
tliroughout coninlanded by iidges of hills, 
averaging, I sllould suppose, some 300 feet 
in height, most of which it would be neces- 
sary to occupy before moving to the attack 
of the pass. About the 3rd mile the Ionn 
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Nuddee emerges from the cliffs on the ligllt 
hand and joins the Chiriya Khurree. I am 
induced toimaghe that itmustllave been some 
wherenear this point that General Ochterlony 
diverged fi.om the main path when he turn- 
ed the Gorkha stockades on tlie Chiri- 
ya Ghati range on the 15th Febi~iary 
1816. One of the Nepal Sirdars alluded 
to the existence of a track branching off ill 
the direction of the valley of Rlukmanpore. 
From the commencement of the march 
therc is a gradual ascent and the firs grom- 
ing on tlie hills denote a change of tempera- 
ture from that of the burniug plains. The 
roadis covered with boulders of sand, panite, 
schistose mica and pudding stone, but until 
the 6th mile where it  enters the pass, it could 
with little difficulty be rendered practicable 
for wheel carriages, and the Ghat itself 
although at  present extremely steep, and 
almost impassable for laden buffaloes, could, 
I am convinced, by the exei-tions of an ex- 
perienced body of Sappers and Miners under 
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the directions of a skilful Officer, be made 
available for the passage of Artillery, and 
even bullock carts. I t  is very narrow and the 
hills, colrered with brush-wood, rise to the 
light and left almost perpendicularly ; on 
the north side the descent is abrupt and ter- 
~ninatcs in the channel of another hill streal11 
the Kuh~ua,  which the path follows for 
about n mile when it turns to the right, and 
now skirting, nowpenetrating the forest, after 
trnvcrsirrg asuccession of undulations reaches 
Hetoundah without encountering any irregu- 
larity of pound or other material obstacle 
which might prove a bar either to the move- 
ments of an army or the operations of traffic. 
About a mile from the village it crosses the 
Khurra Nuddee, a shallow stream, across 
which a light wooden bridge has lately been 
thrown, the abutments being of masonry 
with the flooring composed of layers of 
beams five or six in number at  each extre- 
mity and gradually tapering towards the 
centre, which only consists of a single plank. 
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Besides the road described in the preceding 
paragraph there is another ziici Ju,$pore, 
Ruttunpore aud Hurryhurpore by which 
Hetoundah can be approached; it  is now 
seldoln used, but is said for the greater part 
of the distance to be pel-fcctly practicable 
for hackeries; it traverses for scveral nliles 
the bed of the Lukhmldie Nuddee. 

Hetoundah is situated on the Raptee, it is 
a great enlporiun~ for trade, conL~ins a large 
Dhurnl Sala for the reception of tmvellcrs, 
aud during the cold season is a considerable 
village, but being considered one of the most 
unliealthy spots in the Terai, fronldpril 
to November is ahnost deserted. In the 
vicinity there is some attempt at  cultivation 
wl~ich ~vould doubtless be extended mere 
the Nepal Governlnellt to sal~ction the 
jungle being cleared, but they evidently 
consider this their most formidable defence 
against an invasion undertaken by British 
Troops. This would prove a most important 
station to an invading army, as here they 
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would be enabled to collcct cattle and sup- 
plies previous to the advance oil the capital, 
aud from this point two routes lead into the 
valley of Iiathnandhoo, the one vici A l u k -  
wanpore and the otlier by Bhecin Ph6dee and 
Seesa Gurl~ee, the latter is the track gene- 
rally pursued by Europealls and wvhich alone 
I am able to describe from personal obser- 
vation. For the &st 14 miles it followvs the 
coursc of the Raptce, a strean1 everywhere 
fordable ul the cold season, but in the rains 
in all probability a furious torrent; this rirer 
it crosses about twenty times by temporary 
bridges coluposed of Ileaps of loose stones 
as piers, with a flooring of bimshwood and 
sods. The road is, a t  prescnt, wretched, but 

susceptible at a very trifling ex- 
pense of being made a fair route, save for 
wheel carriages, in many places merely re- 
quuing a few blows of the axe to remove 
the branches which now impede the tra- 
veller's progress ; throughout the whole 
distance, it lies between ranges of steep 

D 
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hills, covered for the most part, with heavy 
tree jungle ; but except at one or two 
points, troops moving by it, would be little 
exposed to the 6re of an enemy crowning 
the heigl~ts. About thc 8th mile is situated 
the village of Maha Paka, it is stated 
by Hamilton, that a path leads hence over the 
Seesa Panee mountains to the Panauni. At 
Dhokha PhCdee, the route leaves the water- 
shed and turning slightly to the left through 
a narrow pass asccnds a piece of table land 
situatcd between a broad m&ter course and 
the river, still, however, overlooked, although 
from their great distance, not cominanded by 
the neighbouring mountains; here and there 
are little patches of cultivation which extend 
as far as Bheem Phkdee the 3rd stage in the 
Terai, (about 18 miles from Hetoundall) 
where there is an open space with a small 
village and Dhurnl Sala, but only one 
spring; this locality is at some degree of 
elevation and supposed to be free from the 
nlalaria which pervades the lower tracts. 
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At Bheem Phkdee the ordinary traveller 
leaves his gallant steed and continues his 
jowney in a dandee, or hammock swung 
npon a singlc pole, and carried by 4 or 
2 men as the breadth of the path may 
admit. The road takes a wcsterly clirec- 
tion and abruptly faces the mountain of 
Seesa Panee. At  about the distance of 
two miles and perpendicular height of five 
hundred and thirty yards, it passes the 
fort, once considered one of the bulwarks 
of the country and beyond which no 
stranger can penetrate without an order 
from the Prime Minister. I t  is a t  present in 
bad repair, and except from its command- 
ing position \vhicll renders it difficult of 
access, claims, in a M i h y  point of view, 
but little attention. 

The following extract from my journal, 
written whilst the scenes I traversed were 
still fresh in my memory, may perhaps give 
a better description of the route from 
Bheeln Phddee to Pheer Phing than any that 

2 D 
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I could now record, although it  was noted 
more as a Tourist than a Soldier :-'L About 
11 A. nr. stai-ted from Bheem Phkdee, the 
vicm as me ascended was extremely lovely; 
the valley below us appearing dotted with 
patches of verdure, conling out under tlie 
briglit sunshiie in bold relief to the sombre 
cliffs, which, with their masses of dark foli- 
age, encompassed us in every direction, 
wlilst the course of the Raptee seemed as 
a broad road winding througli the ww-oods 
mitil lost to sight far in tlie distance; tlic 
cottages perched here and tliere having a 
niost picturesque appearance, the height 
a t  which \re were, preventing the squalor 
and wretchechess with which they were 
environed beiug visible. Ere, however, we 
reached the fort of Seesa Gurliee, me 
were surrounded by mist, and the clouds 
acting as a curtain, hid the adjacent scenery 
fronl our eyes. At Seesa Gurhee tliere 
is a detachment of GorUa troops. The 
fort seemed contemptible, and would, I 
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should imagine, offer but a feeble resistance 
to  an invading army. The whole side of 
the hill, although steep, is not inacccssiblc, 
and could, I firmly bclieve, in many places, 
be scaled by da ihg  light troops. The road, 
in fact owes little to science being a mere 
traclc apparently morn by travellers, aud yet 
it is tlxversed not only by the hill coolies car- 
rying im~nense weights in baskets, shaped 
like scmi-truncated cones, suspended from 
their backs by a broad band passing round 
their foreheads; but also by lightly laden 
elephants, and horsemen mounted on the 
ponies peculiar to the country. I t  inlproves 
after passing the fort, and ascending nearly 
another mile crosses the stunmit of the 
range and winds down through dense 
forests to the channel of the Panauni ; 
which whilst we were still several hundred 
feet above it, was disclosed to our view 
wending its tortuous course through moun- 
tains about 2000 feet in height. This stream 
me crossed five times, once by a wooden 

* 3 D 
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bridge of the same description as that 
thrown across the K h m ~ a  Nuddee, we then 
left the main road, such as it is, and tunling 
sharp to o w  right ascended the hill by ;I 

path in some places almost pel-pendic~dar, 
auci so narrow, that lying in my dandee, I 
felt ~nyself actually suspcnded over the 
precipiccs below. Here also the view was 
superb, the Chundra Gerce nlountain, sur- 
mounted by the stupendous Himalayas 
cappcd with snow and tinged by the rays 
of the declining sun, stretching out boldly 
to our front, whilst below us mere seen 
hanilets aiid fields reminding one, from the 
peculiar fwshness of the verdure, of scenes 
in our native land. After crossing the sunimit 
of this range we commenced a series of 
almost innunlerable ascents and descents, 
now plunb.ing into the dark recesses of a 
forest glade, now following the course 
of some p tdmg stream, until, when still far 
from our destination, night cast its shadows 
around us, and we were glad to seek refuge 
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by the fire of a detaclunent of Gorkha 
soldiers, who kindly made way for us ; one 
of their number charitably allowing me the 
use of a portion of his blanket to lie upon ; 
here we remained for about half an hour, 
whcn men with torches who had been des- 
patched by Jung Bahadur to meet us nr- 
rived, and we continued our journey. -4fter 
traversing two more ranges of hills aud 
crossing the sanle number of streams we 
reached Pheer Phing, it was too dark to 
remark the road, but in many places I 
noticed that it was bounded by cactus 
hedges. Pheer P h i g  seemed a town con- 
taining about 2,000 inhabitants, it is b ~ u l t  
much in the Chiese fashion; the Minister 
was residing in a building apparently on 
the outskirts; he was delighted to see us, 
saying that he had suffered much anxiety 
on our accouut, we were ushered into a 
room where a large dinner had been pre- 
pared, of which we wcre glad to partake, 
having eaten nothing except a clvst of 
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bread since 4 A. ar. Being now in thc 
valley of Nepal, we mere able to procced 
in palkees wl~ich were in readiness for us. 
Started about 11 P .  31, and arrived a t  the 
Residency at 3 in the morning." The route 
above desciibed, is not the one usually pur- 
sued by persons travelling 1% Pheer Phing, 
which does not bcnd to the right for at 
least n mile above the point where we as- 
cended the nlountain range. I t  is f i r  
easier and consequently generally adopted 
by merchants in preference to the more 
direct road over the Chundra Geree pass 
from ~vllich it diverges at  the foot of the 
Ekdunta hi. By this way passengers en- 
counter no obstruction of any moment, 
and the journey can be accomplished by 
horsemen with the utmost facility. From 
Tanlba Khani, a village situated at  the foot 
of the Seesa Panee Hill on the north side, 
\vhich evidently derives its name from its 
vicinity to some copper mines, now, I be- 
lieve, closed, the distance to Iiatl~mnndl~oo 
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by the main path is considered to be 23 miles, 
whilst I am convinced we did not a t  the 
utmost save more than 2 miles by follom- 
ing the far more difficult, and in fact, almost 
dangerous track. 

I liave alluded to a direct road froin 
Tan~ba IChani to Hathmandhoo by w11icl1 the 
journey is reduced to 19 miles ; it follows 
the bed of the Panauni river, which it  
crosses several tilnes, as far as i\klioo, here 
it asccnds rather a steep hill, and sub- 
sequently by a succession of gentle undu- 
lations contiuues its course along the slope 
of a range of heights to the left, passing 
about the 7th mile the village of Chitlong, 
where there is a bazar and a few brick 
houses, and soon after commences the ascent 
of the Chunclra Geree pass, the summit of 
which, if I recollect right, is about 9,000 feet 
above the level of the sea, and is often 
covered with snow; the rise on the southern 
side is very gradual and could be sur- 
momtcd without much difficulty even by 
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equestrians, the slope is covered with trees 
and bushes but no underwood; the descent 
into the valley of Kathmandhoo is extremely 
precipitous and guns could only be taken 
down piecemeal, the hamlet of Than Kot 
is situated at  tlie foot, and thence to the 
capital tllere is a very fair road which could 
be made practicable for Artiiery, in fact 
from the moment an invading army accoin- 
plishes the passage of the Chundra Geree 
pzss, no other serious natuml obstacle exists 
to its march on ICatllmandhoo, that is, dur- 
ing the season in which Military operations 
are carried on, when all the hill streams are 
fordable; during the rains it  is only natural 
to suppose that several of them would be- 
come almost impassable. 

From Chitlong another road branches off 
to Kathnlandhoo running over the Doona 
Baisea mountain, and this was the track pur- 
sued by the British Mission in 1793, but 
as it causes a detour of upwards of 30 
miles, the distance being about 45, whilst 
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by Thai1 Kot it is only 11, and apparently 
the country through which it lies, is equal- 
ly rugged and precipitous as that to be 
encountered on the more direct route, no 
object ~ v o ~ d d  be gsined by adopting it, 
inoreover it would be dangerous in a moun- 
tainous country to march a detached divi- 
sion or brigade upon a road by which they 
might be so completely separated and liable 
to be cut off from the main body; for 
Military purposes, it may therefore be 
declned useless. 

I have already mentioned that from the 
village of Hetoundah, two routes lead to the 
valley of Kathniandhoo, the second for the 
first few miles follows the course of the 
Khu1l.i~ Nuddee .and crosses the mountain 
rangc at  Mukwanpore, it is that on which 
the victorious column under General Och- 
terlony was directed during the Nepal 
war in 1816, and is stated by Colonel Kirk- 
patrick to be the one by which intercourse 
is maintained between Nepal and the 
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Terai cluring the rainy season when that by 
the valley of tlie Raptce becoines impracti- 
cable, even d~uaing the rest of the year, i t  
appears to be preferred by the Katiw-es of 
the couutry nnd consequently may be fairly 
conceived to be the most easy and expedi- 
tious. The fort of Mukmanporc is situat- 
ed on a liigh hill about fire nliles to the 
Eastward of Hcto~u~dah and is apparently 
the key of the passage, as in the Adjutant 
General's letter, dated Gth November 1814, 
no less than tllree roads are mentioned as 
diverging from this point, one by t l ~ e  may 
of Boorllan Choura nud Phoolbaree, effect- 
ing a junction with the Chitlong road at  
Bheern PMdee, this is not, however, consi- 
dered practicable for cattle. The second 
passes the village and ghaut of Nundrama 
Mahadeo conimunicating wit11 Pheer Phing 
and is deemed less difficult. The third pro- 
ceeds in an Easterly direction to Pauus and 
Ambus, wl~ere by an inclination to the 
Northward it falls upon the Bhagmuttee at 
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Tansen, it is reported as being compara- 
tively easy and perfectly accessible to cattle 
of all descriptions with the exception of 
camels. The distance from Mukwanpore 
to Phcer Phig is estimated at  1% coss 
and to Tansen 13 coss. 

In addition to the routes above specified 
the three following are alluded to in the 
Blue Book published relative to the Nepd 
war. 1st.-From Bejapore in the Morung 
by the valley of the Kousee Nuddce.+ 2nd. 
-By that of the Bhanmuttee which is sup- 
posed to be extreinely easy and conse- 
quently jealously concealed by the Govern- 
ment, the channel forms the road and in the 
dry season the quantity of water must be 
trifing. 3rd.-Through Bootwul and Palpa 
this might perhaps be gained by in the first 
instancc pursuing the course of the Gun- 
duk River. A fourth road is that from 
Durblmgah by the bed of the Comla 

* Followed for n considerable distance by a Brigade 
u~lder Col. Gregory in 1815. 
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River passing through Peperowa, Ja- 
nikpore and Comlabaree. Near the latter 
place is the Fort of Seedlee taken by Capt. 
Kinlocll who pursued this route in 1765. 
I have little doubt that full information 
relative to all tlie patlis, which traverse 
the different mountain ranges dividing 
tlie plains of India from Nepal, could be 
easily obtained eitlier from the refugees 
residing in our territories and who are 
naturally averse to tllc present admiuistra- 
tion, or from individuals of the Newar caste, 
especially the Iiusiiis, who are brought 
more into contact wit11 the British than any 
other class, being employed in carrying the 
dandees in which the gentlemen of the 
Residency travel, and have evidently a very 
high idea of our wealth and generosity. At 
the same time I see no prospect of a rising 
in our favor, on the contrary, Col. Thoresby 
who was for many years Resident at the 
Court of Kathmandhoo, and well acquainted 
with the feelings of the people, assured 
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me, that, in his opinion, me should be oppo- 
sed by every mde  capable of bearing arms. 

By whichever route our col~mns might 
be put in motion, wheel caniagcs could be 
but little used. Elephants, bullocks, mules 
and coolies mould, therefore, be required in 
large ntunbers, as the whole of the grain, 
&c., necessary for the consumption of the 
troops, would have to be brought up from 
the plains; the hill coolies being accus- 
tonled to the country, can carry far greater 
weights than the Hindustanis; but, i t  is 
doubtful, whether their services could be 
secured, and we should, therefore, in all 
probability, be necessitated to depend upon 
those of our own Provinces. 

The Nepalese carry their ammunition 
on men's backs, in oblong shallow wooden 
boxes, secured by leathern straps, many of 
which I noticed in their magazine; this is 
n plan we should be obliged to adopt; me 
should also be forced to exchange the doo- 
lies, llow in use with our corps, for hill 
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dandees. If I mistalre not, a hammock, 
very similar to the latter ai-ticle, has been 
invented by Dr. Login, which could be 
made available for d l  situations. 

The camp equipage, for all ranks, would 
require to be on the most l i i t e d  scale, and 
the whole of the heavy baggage sl~oulld be 
left a t  the edge of the forest so that the 
column might march with as few incum- 
brances as possible. No inconvenience would 
be experienced from tliis arrangement, as 
during the cold season, little risk mould be 
run from exposure to the clinlate, and the 
necessary supplies could be always furnished 
from the rear. 

Of the ultimate success of our Arms 
over the Gorkha troops, even amongst 
their native mountains, there can, I ima- 
gine, be no doubt, and the Sirdars them- 
selves have apparently but one opinion on 
the subject; still the campaign would be 
arduous and the struggle severe, and for the 
welfare of both States, it is sincerely to be 
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hoped, it may never occur. Little benefit 
would accrue to England from the conquest 
of Nepal, whilst by cultivating her friend- 
ship, a route may perhaps be opened by 
which our commerce could be extended to 
the very heart of Chiia and Thibet and 
the blessings of civilization placed within 
the reach of thousands of our fellow men. 

Having now concluded the first portion. 
of my task, I purpose offering an account 
of the Civil Institutions of Nepal, which 
however, owing to the limited period, eight 
days, of my stay at Kathmandhoo, willnot 
prove as full and perfect as I could have 
wished. 
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Gooennnenl of Nepal-Prime Jfininiefer-His present 
position-Just measures-I?fluence-Rnj Guru-Dhum 
Adhihari-Cioil Funclimuries-Kasis-Dithas-Bich- 
ark-Subahs-The T e r a i - A d m i n i r o n  of Jtlstice- 
C i d  Courfa-Legal Code-Political relah'ons of the 
C w t  of Kofhmnndhoo-Chinese E n h s y - S d h  Prison- 
em-Reoenucs of Nepnl-Ekphanf catching-Mineral 
wedh-Coinnge, Cusfoms-Ezporfs and Impmfs-Com- 
merce-Trafi behueen Bn'fish India and Thibet. 

THE State of Nepal is nominally ruled 
by a Rajah; but even as far back as 1793, 
when the first British Mission entered the 
country, the Idngly authority appears to 
have been, in a great measure, controlled 
by the Chief Councillor, whose power was 
again kept in check by the influence of 
the Members of the Bharadhar or Grand 
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Council, wvliich, l~owerel; secms to have 
bee11 esci-ted more to ruauiltni~i the immu- 
nities and privileges of tlieir own order 
tl~ail to ensure tlie due ad~~liuistratio~i of 
justice and a11 equitable r c g r d  to tlie 
rigl~ts of the people at  large, who, conse- 
que~ltly, derived little advantage frou tlie 
interposition of this barrier bct~veen tl~em- 
selves and tlie despotic authority w\,liich 
wvonld ot l~ci~. isc  llarc been exercised either 
by the lliouarcl~ or liis priucipal adviser. 

Snbseyncut to t l ~ c  lilassacrc of the Hot 
in 1846, w l ~ c ~ i  nl~uost every Sirdar of ~lote  
was eitllcr assaasii1:lted or forced to seek 
refuge in the Britisl~ Territories, a~ id  a11 ac- 
count of wliicl~ sliall be dctailed in n~iotlier 
Cl~al~tcr,  General Jmig Bnliadiw, by liis 
tale~lts and determinntion, for tl~cre appears 
to have been but little displity of gallantry, 
raised Iiimself' to the office of Prime Jlinis- 
tcr, and, owing to tlic pusillanimity or in- 
capacity of the reigni~ig mo~~arcli, has gradu- 
ally usurped all t l ~ e  prcrogativc~.: of' royalty. 
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Altliough outwardly all due respect is 
sl~ornll to tlie lllalldates of tlie 31a11a Rajah, 
J n i ~ g  Bal~adur has rii-tually assumed tlie 
reins of Goreri~ment, aud obeys merely t l ~ e  
dictates of his O\\TI wvill, a t  the sallle time, 
11onw-er, it is obwious that he attaclies a 
certain degree of impoitnncc to his Sorc- 
reign's faror and to liis sanction of ally 
measure wvliicli lie may feel anxious to io- 
troduce, aud would conseqncntly liare some 
little hesitation in acting iu direct ol~position 
to liis wishes; still sliodd n i-q~ture ever 
occur lie wodd not scruple to depose him, 
and in all probability place 011 tllc throne 
his inLznt son, by the Raui whose deinise 
took place in October 1850, and wliose 
nleinory he reveres, in consideration of the 
obligztions wliich he ackno~vledges lie oftell 
experienced from her d~u-ing the first por- 
tion of his career as Premier. 

All wittcu and verbal communications, 
relative to affairs, Political, Fiscal aud Ju- 
dicial, arc submitted to tlic 3fhistel; wl~o 
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generally proceeds to issue his orders 
thereon, without in m y  way consulting 
either the opinion of the Maha Raja or that 
of the Grand Council, in fact, although 
Kazis and Officers of rank are still eligible 
to become members of the latter, and to be 
sunmloned to give their advice in matters of 
importance, when the exigencies of the State 
may demand it, the assembly is seldom con- 
vened and has little influence. 

The nlinute supervision exercised by 
General Jung Bahadur over the manage- 
ment of all departments of the State is most 
extraordinary and deserving of the greatest 
commendation, for the amount of labor 
thereby entailedupon him must be immense. 
I believe, I am fully justified in saying that 
not a rupee is expended from the Public 
Treasury, nor a merchant permitted to pass 
the Forts at Mukwanpore or Seesa Gurhee 
without his knowledge and sanction. All 
appointments, Civil or Military, are con- 
ferred by the Minister, and all complaints 
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regarding the conduct of Public Officials 
are brought to his notice and invariably 
meet with the utmost attention; and in 
cases where illjustice has been committed, 
the complainant obtains immediate redress. 
This, I am able to asscrt from personal 
knon.ledge as respects thc follo~ving in- 
stances. Wheu encamped at  Bisso~vleeah, onc 
morning, as we were in the act of starting 
on a shooting excursion, General J u g  Ba- 
hadur's elephant was surrounded by pea- 
santry, clan~o~u-ing loudly for justice and 
accusing the Subah of the district of op- 
pression and tyranny. The hlinistcr desired 
them to have patience, stating that he could 
not a t  that moment attend to their petition, 
but that their wrongs should be carefully 
enquired into and redressed. The follow- 
ing day an excuse, on the plea of public 
business, was sent for not joining our party ; 
before night the charge brought against the 
Sirdar was proved, and notwithstanding the 
great influence of his family with the Minis- 
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ter, his brother being a most confidential 
Officer and one of those who accompanied 
the mission to England, he was removed 
from his appointment and directed to be 
imprisoned until he should repay the amount 
of his unjust exactions, and this sentence 
was immediately carried into effect. The 
second case was that of an Officer in charge 
of a district, who having on the part of Go- 
vcrnnlent rented a piece of land at  a certain 
rate to one of the peasantry, subsequently 
received a higher offer from another party, 
which he accepted. The original applicant 
protested against this arrangement, but a 
deaf ear was turned to his petition. He ap- 
pealed to the Suprenle Court a t  ICathrnan- 
dhoo, not only was a decision given i~ his 
favor, but the S idar  fined 50 rupees for 
coilln~itting what was dcemed an act of in- 
justice ; a short time after, the peasant had 
occasio~i to appear before him and was in- 
solently rebulred for his presumption in 
preferring his complaint before the higher 
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tribunal, a not perhaps over-respectful an- 
swer was given, the Officer became enraged 
and in his passion struck the man, who died 
from the effects of the blow. Although the 
Minister had the greatest esteem for the 
Sirdar and he was one of his principal sup- 
porters, he was deprived of his commission 
and subjected to close confinement where 
he may remain for years, if not for life. 

From every quarter in which I have 
made enquiries, I have received favorable 
accounts of Jung Bahadur's administration. 
Formerly the people were treated almost 
like serfs by the oligarchy, who, as members 
of the Grand Council, superintended all 
affairs of State and in general retained the 
government of the kingdom completely in 
their own hands ; now, on the contrary, the 
lowest peasant is not debarred from de- 
manding justice, whatever may be the rank 
of the party against whom his complaint 
is urged, and consequently putting aside 
the feelings of a few of the Sirdars whose 
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pojrer he has curbed or whose ambition he 
11as checlred, the Minister is decidedly a 
popular Ruler. 

Tlle Raj Guru, or spiritual adviser to 
the Monarch, is an Official whose rank and 
influence may be co~isidered as second only 
to that of the Minister; in fact, the latter 
even deems it politic to p%y the greatest 
respect, on all occasions, to this dignitary 
of tllc church, and doubtless to this out- 
ward deference to one, who, as a Brahian of 
high caste and Chief Priest, n i ~ n t  necessarily 
be regarded with reverence by a very large 
portion of the population, he owes much of 
his own power. On the occasion of the 
return of tlie Mission from England, the 
Guru was induced, by the offer of hand- 
some presents, to leave Nepal for the pur- 
pose of attending the different religious 
ceremonies observed on the banks of the 
Ganges at Benares, and thus the protcct- 
ing mantle of his sanctity being flung over 
those who had acconiplished tlie journey to 
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the land of the infidel ; not even the most 
bigoted and orthodox Hindu could presume 
to cavil or express doubts as to their entire 
purification. 

Thc Guru presides over the Co~lrt, 
styled Dhurm Adhikari, in which lie ex- 
ponnds the Shastr and hkcs  cognizance 
of all offences committcd contrary to the 
precepts inculcated in the holy writings : 
he is entitled to the fines levied on the 
perpetration of certain transgressions, for 
instance, if a COW dies or is kiied ~\ i thin a 
house, having a rope round her neck, the 
omner, ere he can regain his caste, must 
perform penance and pay a heavy penalty 
as 'ul atonement for having bound the 
sacred animal. A person who may eat rice 
or did without taking off certain articles of 
dress, is also liable to the same punishment. 
Colonel IHirkpatlick states that maltreat- 
ment, of any kind, of a cow, subjects the 
offender to the payment of a h e ,  and I 
should t l i i ~ k  this cei-tainly most probable. 
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Amongst Civil Functioliaries the highest 
rank is tliat of Iiazi ; no sl~ecial duties, 
however, appear to be attached to this dig- 
nity, and Razis may be indisciuiiinately 
eiilployed either as Judicial Officers, or as 
Sirdars entrusted with the geiieral super- 
inteiidcnce of certain clistricts, aiid liaring 
ii~cgular troops under their conillland; they 
are all, as before mentioiied, cligiblc to 
scats in tlic Grmd Council ~vllenever it 
may l ~ e  assembled, and also liable to be 
s~uilnioned to assist at tlie investigation of 
serious cases at  either of the principal 
Courts at tlie Capital. 

Iikkpatrick mentions that thcre mere 
olily 4 Iiazis in Office at  tllc period lie 
visited Nepal, but a t  the present time I coii- 
ceire, that there is no prescribed liniit to 
their number, wl~icli is entirely regdatcd by 
tlie will or judguent of the Minister. 

Tlicre are two grades of Judicial or rather 
Al'agisterial Officers styled Dithas and 
PJicliaris, tlie for~ilcr take cognizance of 
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offences of a serious nature and their indi- 
vidual jurisdiction estcnds over several dis- 
tricts. They are enlpolvered to adjudge as n 

pmlishment, confinement, for periods not es- 
ceeding a month, or to ainerce delinquents ill 
sums as high as 500 iupees. All climes ren- 
clering the guilty parties subject to mutila- 
tion or dcatll must, hon-ever, be submitted 
for tlie decision of the higher trib~uials a t  the 
Capit,~l. Bichai-is are appointed to every 
district, and their powers are limited to inves- 
t ipt ing cases of a trivial nature, levying 
fines of 100 rupees and awarding sentences 
of implisonnlent for a term of not more 
than a few days' duration. 

Fiscal Officers, styled Sub&, are attach- 
ed to Proviuces. Occasionally they farm the 
Revenue from Government, but, as a general 
rule, they may be considered as Collectors on 
the part of the State, they are, I believe, some- 
times invested with magisterial authority. 

The Terai is apparently what may be 
called a Non-Regulation Province, govern- 
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ed by an Officer of rank having under his 
orders a Sirdw asnd several Subahs, it is 
the duty of the former to talre notice of, 
and investigate, all offences either Civil or 
Criminal, which may be committed through- 
out the mhole of the lowlands, forwarding 
the necessary depositions to the Governor, 
who, escept in cases involving forfeiture of 
life or limb, mllicll are submitted for tlie 
orders of the Alinister, adjudicates thereon, 
;1nd his decree is dcemed final. The Su- 
balls, as ui Nepal, are either Farmers or 
Collectors of tlie Revenue ; their accounts 
being supervised by the Governor, who is 
responsible to the Durbar for due precau- 
tions being observed to prevent the occur- 
rence of fraud and defalcation, wllich, how- 
ever, consequent on the proximity of our 
territories, in which the delinquent generally 
seeks refuge ~vitll his ill-gotten wealth, not 
unfrequently talres place. The prescnt 
Governor of the Terai is General Krishna 
Bahadur, a younger brother of the Minister; 



60 ROUGH NOTES ON THE 

his residence is at Khutta Bunga where thc 
Head-Quarters of two Colps the Shere and 
Subz Dul are stationed. The tribunals 
for the administratio11 of justice a t  Kath- 
mandhoo are the Eta Chaplee, Kothee, 
Ling, Tuksal, and Dhunsar; the two former 
are the principal Civil and Criminal Courts 
'and  resided over by a Sirdar, the latter 
are each composed of two Bicharis. Thel-e 
is another Court styled the Kewaree 
Chauk, which is rather an office of Audit, 
mllere a general supemision is exercised 
over the accounts of the Subahs, tllan a 

place of judicature. Tlle President of this 
assembly is sometinles a Military Officer, the 
office was formerly held by General Budree- 
na Sing, who was removed in consequencc 
of his beiug implicated in the recent con- 
spiracy against General Jung Bahadur. 

The Dhurma Shastr fornls the basis of 
the Civil and Criminal jurisprudence of 

Nepal, the expounder in all intricate cases 
being, as already stated, the Raj Guru. Of 
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the Civil department, it is out of my power 
to express any opinion, but I believe it is 
not very inferior and, in some respects, pro- 
bably, is even preferable to the systems in 
force in far more civilized countries, where 
the glorious uncertainty of the law has be- 
come a provcrb and its delays a by-word. 

The Criminal branch is administered Mth 
energy, and consequently theft is a crime 
that rnrely occurs. Duringmy march with 
the AIission to Kathmmdhoo, although 
froin the moment me crossed the border not 
the slightest precaution was taken to guard 
against robbery, I did not hear of a single 
case throughout a Camp containing 6 or 
7,000 persons. 

Trial by ordeal is sanctioned and often 
practised. I t  is conducted by the test of 
water, and I understand the proceedings arc 
similar to those in vogue in other Hindu 
States. As the special object of the Nepalese 
Courts is to ensure the punishment and pre- 
 ent ti on of crinie, every measure calculated to 
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secure coiiviction is used without scruple, and 
little attention is paid to legal technicalities. 
A criiuiual can be found guilty merely on 
his own evidence, and, in fact, to enable the 
iudge to award sentence, it is considered 
absolutely necessary that the culprit should 
acknowledge his guilt. 

The Codc of Laws foin~erly administered 
in Nepal has been much n~odified and rcn- 
dered more lenient by the present Minister; 
the uudenuentioned crimes alone are now 
punisllable by death,-murder, treason 
against the King or Prime Minister, attacks 
upon the persons of the British or Chinese 
Envoys, and theft in the third instance, 
in the first floggiug, and in the second ain- 
putation of the arm, being awarded. Tlle 
other penalties prescribed for different of- 
fences are confiscation of property, banish- 
ment, degradation from caste, in~prisonment, 
and the in~position of fines; the three for- 
iner are liowever now seldom inflicted. 
Incest is punislied by emasculation, adultery 
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is cotn~nonly revenged by the party offended 
:~g:ri~~st, who is allon,ed to vindicate his 
lto~ior ~vitliont the interference of tlie police; 
Ivonleli for this offence are liable to have 
their lips ixnd noses cut off, but I suspect 
that tlie nature of their punishment gener- 
ally tlepcnds l~luclt upon their own caste ilnd 
that of' tlie persoil witli ~vlioni they have in- 
trigued. The sentence of death cannot be 
awarded ag~ins t  any mcmber of tlie Lxir sex, 
whatever may have been the crime of which 
she has been found culpable: women are 
however subject to other very severe punish- 
ments, mutilation being the most common. 
Gambling is prohibited in Ncpal, and, except 
during tlie Dewali, when there is no res- 
triction and for five days the vice is univer- 
sally indulged in, any infikgement of this 
law is severely punished. 

The Coui-t of Nepal maintains Political 
relations both with England and China. 
Every fifth year n Rlission is despatched 
froiti I~atli~iiandhoo witli presents for tlle 
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Eml~eror at Pelrin. I t  always consists of 27 
perm~is, a5 in the event of any variation 
takitlg place in the ~iuniher, it would not l)e 
rcceired hy the Chiuesc antl~oritics; i t  must 
also iur,ariably arrive on the Frontier on 
t l ~ c  sanie day, aud liave under its charge 
esactlv tllc s:nne articles, as oiiginally pre- 
scril~etl 1)y the Treaty of 179-2, not the 
sligl~test deviation from the rules t l i c ~ ~  dic- 
tated being allowed, no plea even ~voidd 
he adniitted for making m y  alteration either 
in thc dates or shges, as directed fbr its 
route to, and from, the capital; wit11 this 
exception the Mission experieiices favorable 
treatment. ;In officcr of Rank wit11 an Escort 
is apl~ointcd to acconlpauy it, and lie is res- 
ponsible for the hIen111ers being supplied, 
a t  tlie expense of his own Goveinicnt, with 
every thing wliicli may condnce to tl~eir 
comfort. To such an extent is this complai- 
sance carried, that even tlie gratification of 
their seusual desires is not forgotten, and 
arrangements niadc accordingly ; at t l ~ c  sanic 
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t h e  should one of their number be in a 
dying state, he would not be allowed to halt, 
but in the event of a palankeen not being 
available, which is the case for some part of 
the way, he would be tied on to his saddle 
and compelled to continue his journey. 

The Mission is absent from Nepal 18 
months, and remains 45 days at  Pekin, during 
which period the superior Officers, on five or 
sis occasions, are admitted to an audience 
wit11 the Emperor. During the interview, 
having in the iirst instance made the three 
prostrations of the body (Kao tao), they 
are obliged to remainin a kneeling posture, 
this is, in accordance with Court etiquette, 
no one being permitted to stand in the Royal 
presence. As it is not deemed requisite that 
cushions should be supplied to the Chinese 
Ministers whilst in attendance on their Sove- 
reign, each individual, when proceeding to 
the Palace, carries under his arm a small 
carpet, which he spreads before him on enter- 
ing the room in which His Majesty is sitting. 
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Pckin is described by the Sirdars, who 
have accompanied the Mission, as a fine 
t o w ,  but the buildings are clliefly only oilc 
story in height. 

Occasionally an Envoy from tlic Great 
Lama at  Thibet makes his appearance 
at  Iiatlimandhoo, but although his visit 
is doubtless sanctioned by tlie Chnesc 
Govermnent, and should it be necessary 
11e mould act in a political capacity, he can- 
not be considered as an accredited Agent; 
his ostensible duty is to inspect the Budliist 
temples in the vicinity of the City. Tllerc 
is a Nepalese Agent at  Lassa to watcli 
over the interests of the Newars engaged in 
comrnerce who reside a t  that City. 

Although presents are transmitted to 
Iiathmandhoo in return for those offered to 
the Emperor, there can be but little doubt 
that the latter are considered in the light of 
tribute from a dependant State and not as 
marks of esteem from an equal power, thc 
Nepalese naturally repudiate this idea, bnt 
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still they cannot deny, that the quinquennial 
Mission is one of the conditions imposed by 
the victorious Chinese General when encamp- 
ed a t  Nyakot, almost within sight of Kath- 
mandhoo ; with regard to the policy of the 
Nepal Durbar in thus incurring the humi- 
liation of suing for an ignominious peace, 
there are various opinions, Colonel Kirkpat- 
rick who visited the country almost imme- 
diately after thc signing of the treaty, states, 
that the necessity for the measure was 
doubtful, as the invading army suffered 
from disease and scarcity, and mould soon 
have been compelled to solicit the terms 
which they made a merit of granting. From 
all I could glean it would appear that hos- 
tilities were commenced by the Gorkhas, 
who entered the Chinese territories, and on 
their return, loaded ~vith plunder but with 
little provision, were attacked and defeated 
by an overwhelming force of Tartars. Ac- 
cording to Gorkha traditions extreme hard- 
ships from exposure and hunger were 
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endured by their troops on this expedition, 
to such an extent indeed, as to have com- 
pletely deterred them from ever again mak- 
ing incursions, in that direction, beyond 
their own Frontier. The dread formerly 
ente~hqined of T'artar troops has, I have 
reason to believe, liolv quite subsided, and, 
for some time past, the Durbar have becn 
casting longing eyes on one or two of the 
small States adjoining their territories but 
tributary to China, unless, however, aided 
by the resources of the Indian Government, 
regarding which arrangement I have often 
heard hints offered ; the want of an efficient 
Com~ilissariat Department mould done prove 
an obstacle to their moving a large body of 
troops in that quarter. 

%hen the Seikh force under Zorawur 
Sing, which attenl~ted to penetrate into 
Thibet by thc Cashmere route, was defeated 
by the Tartars, four or five hundred men 
were taken prisoners and carried into capti- 
vity near the Gorlcha Frontier, where some 
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of them still exist ; a letter was despatched 
by the Durbar to the Emperor soliciting their 
release, of this RIissive not the slightest 
notice was ever accorded, a tolerable proof 
of the estimation in which the Nepal Ruler 
is held by his Imperial Majesty. 

To n Hindu Nation, a constrauled Mission 
to an infidel couutry where little regard is 
paid to their prejudices, must, it is cvident, 
be considered in the light of a liational 
disgrace, u~decd, all the Members arc deem- 
ed so completely to have lost caste during 
their journey, that on their return they arc 
obliged to halt for 3 days at  Nyakot, 18 
miles from the capital, in order to perform 
certain religious ceremonies as a purification, 
and even then it is thought necessary, to 
prevent their beiug reproached with having 
foi-feited their religious rights, that the Ra- 
jah should present them with wxtcr out of 
his o\nl lota, as an acknowledgment of their 
having been re-admitted into the pale of the 
church. 

2 G 
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Of the revenues of Nepal, I regret to 
state, i t  is out of my power to afford any 
certain infonnation. I doubt, in fact, whether 
an accurate statement could be framed even 
from the records possessed by the Durbar, 
as the Civil and Military Es~blisliments 
being paid almost entirely by Jagirs, or 
assignments of land, the sums a c t d y  rea- 
lized at  the Public Treasury must be far 
less than the real value of the land-tax, 
which forms the most considerable item in 
their accounts, mhilst a t  the same time it is 
probable, that in the register of Jagirs, the 
worth of each allotment is greatly exag- 
gerated, or at 'all evcnts rated at the highest 
value, without reference to the depreciation 
in rents which must occasionally occur 
owing to drought or other causes. Colonel 
Kirkpatrick estimated the total amount 
received by the Govelmment at  from 25 to 
30 lacs, but I am inclined to believe that it 
has materially increased within the present 
century, and may now be justly calculated 
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as, a t  the least, 50 lacs. During the lnst few 
wars  a considerable augmentation 11% taken 
placc in the Revenue derived from the 
Terai, owing, doubtless, to the minute super- 
vision and admirable management of .the 
present Minister. When ceded to the Gor- 
khas in 1816, this district was valucd at 
only 2 or 3 lacs, whilst I have ascertained 
from several quarters that it yields nearly 
20. This sum is collected principally from 
tbc land-tax, but this is not the only source; 
about 3 lacs per annuln is paid by contrac- 
tors for the privilege of cutting timbcr in 
tllc forest; and the jungle is also let for 
grazing, 4 xnnas per head being levied on 
I>uffaloes or black cattle, cows are allowed 
fiee pasturage ; large herds annually enter 
the Terai from tlle British Provinces, and as 
the casualties are numerous, a flomishing 
trade is carried on in hides by speculators, 
residing on the borders, who forward them 
by water to the Calcutta market. Another 
itern in the receipts is the profits obtained 

3 c 
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from elephant catching; in 1850 the number 
caught was certainly 200, and although 
many of them were small, I should hardly 
think their average value less than 300 
rupees, thus, allowing 10,000 rupees on 
account of expenditure for establishments, 
the total amount cleared would be 50,000 
rupees, and I suppose this may be consider- 
ed as a tolerable approximation to the usual 
annual rate. 

There are two modes adopted in Nepal 
for seizing wild elephants, the one either by 
pits or keddahs (enclosures) as practised in 
Hindustan, and the other by hunting them 
by means of tame ones; the latter is the 
most exciting, fatiguing, and da~igerous sport 
I have ever ~vitnessed; the wild elephants 
are in the first instance driven by beaters 
(regiments being frequently employed for 
this purpose) towards some well-known pass, 
a t  the extremity of which the huntslnen are 

stationed; as the breaking of the boughs in 
the forest and the shots and shouts of the 
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pursuers denote the rapid approach of the 
herd, the utmost anxiety appears depicted in 
every countenance, and strange to say even 
the tame elephants remain motionless, fear- 
ing lest they should betray their position 
and scare their wild brethren, ere the cordon 
gradually closing round them has been 
properly formed; at last the signal is given, 
and pcrhaps 30 or 40 elephants rush for- 
ward, crushing the thick jungle and tramp- 
ling down the high grass beneath their feet. 
As soon as the'wild animals are seen, one is 
separated from its companions and closely 
followed by the hunters; the danger now 
commences, for not only is there a chance 
of being attacked by the hunted elephant, 
but the utmost agility is required to prevent 
being killed by coming in contact with 
the branches or stems of the trces through 
which you urge your course. Howdahs 
would be useless, as in a few minutes they 
would be smashed to atoms. The sportsman 
therefore maintains his seat merely by the 
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aid of a rope attached to a very small pad 
on the elephant's back and having a noose 
tlirough which the hand is passed ; he must 
trust entirely to his own presence of mind 
and activity, to escape the dangers that 
tllreatc~l hiin, now springing to the right, 
now to the left, a t  one moment standing 
ahnost erect, and spuming on his ungainly 
courser with a mallet, in which a spike is 
:~ffixcd, which he holds in the left hand, the 
next seeking shelter from some impending 
bough belund the animal's tail. The pace at 
which the chase is kept up is almost 8 miles 
an hour, and it may collti~lue for 30 or 40 
minutes, sometimes much longer. Any one 
therefore, who has ever mounted 'an ele- 
phant, may form some idea of the exertion 
whicli has to be undergone; a t  last the wild 
beast is surrounded by the tame ones, and 
whilst being regularly jostled, some skilful 
mahout flings, with the aid of his elephant, 
a rope round its neck by which it is soon 
securely fastened, and placed under charge 
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of two others, selected for their size and 
power, whist the captors turn back to seek 
another victim. In  this way t h e e  or four 
are caught in a single day. They are so 
effectually subdued by hunger and the 
dread of their powerful guardiaus, who treat 
them most unmercifully, that occasionally 
at  the expiration of three days from the 
date of their being seized, they may be seen 
with riders on their backs. When a wild 
elephant is what is termed Must, or mad, it 
is extremely hazardous to approach him, as 
instead of flying he would charge the domes- 
ticated animals, very few of whom could 
withstand his shock. Beasts in this state 
therefore are occasionally killed by men with 
poisoned spears, who take up a position near 
their path and wound them asthey pass; or by 
an arrow attached to a beam placed in their 
track, bent d o m  and secured by a noose so 
arranged, that on its becoming disengaged 
by the action of an elephant's foot, the arrow 
flies up and strikes the animal's side. 
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All mines in Nepal are claimed as the 
property of the State, but I am induced to 
imagine, that the revenue derived from this 
source is decreasing, not from the store of 
mineral wealth throughout the country 
having been exhausted, for rich mines of 
iron, copper, arseuicate of copper, lead, sul- 
phur and coal are still kno~vn to exist, 
moreover lumps of gold have been found in 

the beds of the hill streams, and several 
veins of silver are also stated to have been 
discovered; but the portion of the profits 
demanded by Government is so great, and, 
owing to the want of steam power and the 
mechanical appliances used in Europe, the 
expense of morlcing mines is so heavy, that 
few speculators will come forward to under- 
take the contract; the lead mines which 
are the least profitable are in reality quite 

abandoned, and that ore is imported from 
British India. 

The Gorkha miners do not in general 
sink a sh'zft from which the gallery diverges, 
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but in the first instance run the gallery, or 
in some cases an open trench, from the sur- 
face at an angle of about 45 degrees, and 
when this is carried to such a depth that it 
fills with water, having no means of keeping 
it clear, the mine is deserted. Notwithstand- 
ing the disadvantages above described a 

large quantity of copper is still procured, 
and in the shape of rude paisa exported 
into the British territories, indeed to such 
an extcnt, that the districts of Gorukhpore, 
Champarun, Tirhoot and the parts of Oudh 
bordering on the Terai are deluged with 
these coins, and I question whether the 
whole of these Provinces absorb yearly 100 
rupees in copper currency from the Calcutta 
Mint. The value of the Nepal paisa varies in 
every zillah, or in fact, I may say, in every 
village, but I should suppose'the average 
rate would be about 22 gundas or 88 paisa 
per rupee. 

In  addition to the copper currency there 
is also a gold and silver coinage at  the Nepal 
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Mint which yields some slight profits to the 
Government. Gold coins are called Ashrafis, 
and are subdivided into halves, quarters 
and eighths, but even these fractional parts 
are seldom used, and the full Ashrafi 
may be considered more in the light 
of a medal than a coin. The silver piece, 
in ordinary circulation, is styled a Mohur 
rupee and its value estimated at eight annas. 
Some few, named Siccas, are struck worth 
sixteen annas, but they are not common. 
The following table shows the relative value 

existing between the Nepal and Calcutta 
coinage. 

The weight of Nepal Siwa Rupee = 15t Calcutta annaa. 
Mohur or Adhidar .................. = 7 onnas nnd I &  pice. 
Quarter Nohur ........................ = 1 nnna and l o t  pice. 
Gold Rupee or Ash188 ............ = 15 nrmns. 

The standard of the silver coin is, 7 ru- 

pees 13 annas, and of the gold ditto, 2 ru- 
pees, per cent. less than the Calcutta Stand- 
ard. 

Various articles of export are subject to 
taxation, and m ad valorem duty of, 24, per 
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cent. is levied on all imports, from British 
India, moreover, besides other exactions in 
passing tl~rough the country with which I am 
~~nac~ua in ted ,  but some of wllicll are, I un- 
derstand, vexatious, a charge of 4 annas per 
head, is made by tlie Durbar for every laden 
cooly passing tlie forts of Seesa Gurllee 
and Jldcwanporc. I mas, unfo~tnnately, 
nnable to obtain data sufficiently-precise 
to atlmit of my forlning any calc~dation of 
tllc amount tlins collcctcd, but I mas in- 
formed by an intelligent Sirdar, who for 
nlany years had charge of the Terai district, 
that he estimatecl tlie value of the goods 
annually exported to our territories, at nearly 
12 lacs, and of tllose imported from the same 
quarter at about 9 lacs. Of tlie former, he 
enumerated tlie undermentioned articles :- 
W'ax, ginger, timber of different sorts, pipal, 
(long pepper) pipla mull (long pepper root) 
honey, hides, rushes, tez-pat, (Malal~athrum 
leaf) stone, ivory, elephants, mal~jit, or the 
Illtlian madder, turmeric, n k  bisi, (zecloary) 

H 
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Jata nlasi, (spilce~lard) arsenic, orpiment, 
bezoar stone, kath, (Terra Japonica) musk, 
chilies, buffalo's horns, copper, oranges, 
walnuts, carclnmums &see, Rd or dalnar, 
resin, lice,' grain of different sorts,* 
charas, opium, gllee, lamp oil, bells, gongs, 
arms of different descliptions, and coarsc 
paper ; and amongst the latter, Lead, zinc, 
tin, pe\~tcl; soap, kapas, (raw cotton,) car- 
pets, gold a~ ld  silver lace, cotton goods of 
various clesclil~tions, chintzes, muslins, &c., 
sl~an.ls, kiukabs, broadclotll, salt, dar chini, 
(ci~uxz~non) supyali, (betel nut) pan, (betel 
leaf) sogar, black pepper, cloves, carda- 
nlunls Guzratee, nutmegs, saffron, mace, salt- 
pctre, sulphur, tobacco, alum, shells, mother- 
o'pearl, coral, beads, raw silk, sandal 
wood, shell lac, canlphor, otters' skhs,t  
glassware, plated glass and English cntlery. 
From C h h i ~  the impel-tntions are, Borax, 
furs, satins, silks, velvets, tea, rugs or 

* From the Terai. 
t From the neighbourhood of DI~CCB. 
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l)lankets, goats, dogs, ponies, preserved 
fruits, quicksilver, gold dust, ynlr-tail chaun- 
ries, clil~atbrs, salamoniac, valious medi- 
cinal drugs, and salt. The latter article is 
said to be brought from a lake about fifteen 
days' inarch bcyond the Brahninputra, and 
is transpoi-ted on the backs of sheep, which 
onriuy to the lel~gth of the jourlley never 
retuni, but are sold at  Hathnia~~tlhoo. These 
sheep are of n large size, and sonic of tllen~ 
liave four hollls, they carry a heavy load, the 
average weight bchg  forty-two pounds. 

The trade of Nepal is not a t  present 
extensive, but there is little doubt that t i -  

der proper regilations, and with improved 
l i e s  of coinn~unication, it might be so en- 
larged, as to becoine not only beneficial to 
its on11 Goveil~li~ent and people, but also to 
those of the neighbouriug States. It is not 
in~probable, that togetller with their owl1 
cspoi-ts, wllicli consist principally of bells: 
clotlis and aniis, a few articles of Biitish 
manufacture, even now, find their way to 

2 H 
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Thibet tlirougli Iiatlimandhoo; but, as long 
as the roads in every direction, more espccial- 
ly those over tlie passes on tlie side of India, 
remain in their present n~ctched state, and 
tlie expense of cai~iage consequently conti- 
nues so lieavy, any increase of traffic in that 
quai-kr cannot reasonably be espccted, and 
tlie inlmbitants of tliat p i - t  of Asia, not~vitll- 
standing tlie spread of British power in tlic 
East, must, in a great measure, be dependant 
on Russia, both for tlie supply of goods of 
European workmansllip, and as a mait for 
thcir o m  redundmt productious. TW~ilst, 
in tlie event of co~n~nercial relations being 
once establisl~ed on a firin footing between 
I-Iindusti~li mid Thibct and Western Cliilla, 
taking illto coilsideratioii the facility of 
water carriage for a great poition of the 
distance, and the shortness of the route as 
compared to that it  now follows, it mny with 
justice be iufei~cd, that the whole of tlie 
trade connected with tllose countries, wonld 
spccdily flow towards Calcutta. 
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Although the revenues of the Durbar 
iuay be, as compared to that of other States, 
trifling, yet as the Civil aild hlilitary fulc- 
tionarics, as already stated, are allnost en- 
tirely remunerated by grants of land, and 
the Court is far from extravagant, the es- 
penfiturc is also light, and there is conse- 
quently a considerable surplus annually 
realized, which mould enable the Govenl- 
ment to furnisll fuuds for the general im- 
provcu~cnt of the means of com~nunication 
throughout the country. Notwithstanding, 
to ensure the co-operation of the Skdars, 
that it mould be absolutely necessary, uot 
oilly to impress them with a sense of 
the benefit which would accrue to their 
country from the extension of its commerce, 
but also to remove the fear, wllich they at  
present cntci-tail, of an invasion by the 
British, in the event of the routes over the 
Seesa Gurhee and Mulrwanpore passes 
being rendered easy of access, or uew ones 
being opened; under the present, compara- 

3 I1 
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tively spedtiig, enliglltened adluhlistration, 
and wit11 the aid of European sltill and 
science, there is reason to hope that even- 
tually a new era may dawn upon Nepal, and 
she may become the great thoroughfare for 
circulating the traffic of Great Britain 
throughout the greater portion of the Celes- 
tial Empire. Having concIuded this brief 
account of the Government of Nepal, I will 
now proceed, to the best of my power, to 
describe its inhabitants, their religion, habits, 
manufactures, &c. 



C I I A P T E R  111. 
-- 

I,ihabitaills of Nepal-Estimledpopulntion-Dislincl Tribes 
-Hind~~s-iMug~~rs-Gu~~~g,~-Iiirals or Icrats-Ne- 
wars-Bhootias- Lcpchas- T h o r n -  Rcligio~ls lolerdion 
-S~ittee-Court mournit~g - Diseases - Climate-Manu- 
factures-Agricullure-Allinrol a d  Vegetable productions. 

THE population of Ncpal has never, I be- 
lieve, been exactly asceitaincd, or a t  d 
events recorded; but from tlie accounts 
which have reacl~ed rue, including the pea- 
santry in tlie Terai and the LiliabiL~nts of 
the provinces borderiug on theBrahmnputra, 
(who although perhaps hardly subject, are 
certainly tributary to the Gorkha Govern- 
iuent,) I do not think I can be accuscd of 
exaggeration in estimating the number at not 
less than 4,000,000,* in which are cou~prised 
tlie undermentioned classes, differing both in 
language and habits, viz. pure Hindus, i. e. 
Brahmins and Khasiyas, (Hill Rajputs) 
Muggurs, Gurungs, Krats, Newars, Bhootias, 

* I have L e d  it rsted nt over 5,000,000. 
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Lepchas a~ id  Tharus. My stay at  Nepal mas 
too sliort to enable me to elljoy an opportu- 
nity of malriug myself thoroughly acquaint- 
ed nit11 tlie custon~s peculiar to the various 
tribes, and I n~us t  therefore contrut myself 
wit11 the followh~g meagc sketch :- 

The Hindus of the 11iUs vary little, as rc- 
gards the observance of religious ccremonics, 
from those of Hindustan; but, altliougll 
equally strict in tl~eir intcrcowse wit11 Eu- 
ropeans, amongst thelaselves they appear far 
less fettered by tlie prejuclices of caste, and, 
with respcct to pal-taking of animal food, 
pay much less attention to the precepts of 
Menu. In general, they cat readily of goats, 
sheep, (provided they are of tlie short-tailed 
breed) rabbits, docks, duck's eggs, geese, 
turkeys, wild fowl, and game of all desc~ip- 
tions, (including the nild hog.) Many 
of them chii~k iutosicating liquors, prepar- 
ed by fermentation from pines aud other 
fruits. Like their bretlu.cn of the plains 
t l ~ e y  worship the cow, but the unfo~tu- 
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nate buffalo obtains little mercy at  their 
I~ands, and the person who mould not dnre 
to aim the liglltest blow at  the former, does 
not hesitate, lnerely for the gratification of 
clisplaying his strenkth and s l d ,  to deprive 
the latter of life; in fact, to cnt off a buffalo's 
hcnd wit11 a single blow of the khora (a 
curved sword), is by no nleans a very 
Imcolnmon fcnt amongst the Gorkhas. 

The Mnggurs appcar to be one of the 
aboriginal races of Nepal ; although they 
have adopted many of the customs of their 
Hindu conqnerors, with the exception of 
abstaining from beef, they have no scruples 
as to their food, and are much addicted to 
intoxication. 

The Gnrungs are a pastoral tribe, whose 
manners asshnilate in many respects to tliose 
of t l ~ e  Mug,ws. They are worshippers of 
Budh and follow the doctrines of Sakya as 
csplained by their own Lamas.* 

f The Lmos are Budhist Monks, q L o  hnve, nominally 
nt least, fursnkcn the pleasures of the world. TLcy reject 
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The Krats are a race formerly occupying 
the mountaius to the East of Nepal Proper, 
where they still chiefly reside, they seen1 
never to hare beconle convel-ts even to the 
liberal doctrines of the Hindus of the hills, 
but in a great measure to have preserved 
tlieir own faith. They are not now permit- 
ted to kill kine, but I understand they always 
gladly avail themselves of every opportunity 
of regaling upon the flesh of a cow, wliicli 
may have met with its death by accident. 

Tlle members of all tlle four classes above 
described are enlisted iuto the Gorkha 
army. They are geuerally bold, hardy, active 
and atldetic men, and prove good soldiers. 

the doclrine of caste, and admit a person of any nation into 
their order. They consider themselves under the authority 
of Snkya Gwnbo, who came From India about the bcginning 
of our ern, nnd resides at  Lassa in perpctunl youth, nnd is 
not therefore on Avatu.  The Dherurn R:~jah, or spiritual 
Chief, of what we cull Bhootan, is considered as an incarnn- 
tion of n Boudh who hns obtnincd divinity, and they be- 
lieve that nt the death of Lhe body it inllabits, i t  passes inlo 
that of another chid, nnd continues there through life, 
which is also believed of the Tishu Lam4 t l ~ c  spiritual 
guide of the Chinese, who resides a t  Digurchi. The or&- 
nary Lnmos pretend only to be saints. 
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Tlie Nemars mere the original liolders of 
the  alley of Kepal; altliough in the war 
with the Gorkhas they strove most gallantly 
to niaintain their independence, they are 
now deenlccl too effeminate to be eligible for 
RIilitary service, and are piineipally employ- 
ed as traders, liusbandnlen and n~echanics. 
111 the latter cxpacity they are estrenlely 
skilful and expel-t, and, like the Cliinese, will 
copy most minutely any pattern mhicli may 
be given them, and if properly instructed, 
would make aclnlirxble artificers. At  pre- 
sent they are the only carpenters and black- 
smiths in Nepal, and Inany of the specimens 
of their worlmansl~ip are estrenlely well 
executed. They also excel as golcl and sil- 
versmiths and their embroidery in pearls 
and otlier precious stones is well finished 
and in good taste. 

They appear a quiet inoffensive race and 
are in gcncral of a middle size, robust, with 
stout limbs and open and cheeift~l co~u~te-  
nanccs; iiiai~y of tliem have become pro- 



90 ROUGLI XOTES OX TlIE 

selytes to the Hindu religion, but the 
greater number are still followers of Bud11 ; 
olle sect denolliinated Bllamas shave their 
l~cads like the Bl~ootias and observe ninny of 
their religious rites as well as civil customs ; 
they all burn their dead, and their principal 
cllaracteristic is the little regrard they enter- 
tail1 for the honor of their women, who are 
never confined or even kept under ally res- 
traint. Wllen a girl is about eight years of 
;age she is carried to a temple and mal~icd, 
wit11 the ceremonies usual to Hindns, to the 
Be1 fruit, (zgle marmelos) on her atbiuing 
the age of puberty, she is betrothed with 
ller own col~sent to some man of the salne 
caste, and receives a dower wl~icll becomes 
llcr husband's property ; the nuptials are 
then celebrated with feasting and religious 
ceremonies; she is however at  liberty to 
claini n divorce whenever she wishes, and 
on the sliglltest pretences; it is merely 
necessary before leaving the house, tliat 
she should siguify her intention by plac- 
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ing t ~ o  betel nuts in lier bed, she is 
then free to choose another spouse; a t  
the same time, provided she only coha- 
bits with men of her own, or a higher 
caste, she can, mlienever she pleases, return 
to the house of her &st husband and re- 
sume charge of his family. Hamilton al- 
ludes to a custom which is still kept up 
amongst them. Sometime in May or June, 
a skirmish takes placc between the young 
Inen and lads of tllc north and south ends 
of the town, which lasts 15 days, that on 
the fifteenth day is most serious, the oppos- 
ing parties are drawn up in the broad, level, 
sandy bed of the river between the City 
and Sambhunath, the fight is carried on 
with s tone~commences about an hour 
before sunset and continues until dark. Se- 
vere injuries are inflicted and occasionally 
a wound proves fatal. I have never heard 
the origin of tllc practice, but it is stated by 
the above mentioned author to be attri- 
buted to two causes, and the following 



is his account :-" Some allege, that a t  
one tinle Kathmandhoo was subject to two 
Rajas and that the skirmishings first arose 
among their respective followers, and have 
ever since been continued ; others, with 
more probability, think that the combat is 
meant to conimemorate a battle between 
a son of Maha-Deva and a Rxchhas or 
evil spirit. Colonel Crawfurd justly gives 
n preference to the latter opinion, for if 
one of the parties obtain the victory, every 
thing favorable, seasonable rains, plentiful 
crops, and fine weather is augured for the 
remainder of the year, the reverse is es- 
pected should the opposite party gain the 
advanhge." 

The Bllootias are of Tartar origin and 
inhabit the Provinces bordering on Tllibet. 
They make their appearanceat Hathmandhoo 
during the month of November, returning 
to their homes in March. They have two 
objects in visiting the Capital, to prosecute 
a lucrative traffic, and at  the same time 



pay their adoration at  thc different Budhist 
shrines in thc vicinity : they seem a cheer- 
fill and contented race, robust in per- 
son and filthy in their habits, I should 
conceive that a change of garments must be 
a luxury almost unknown amongst them. 
Their soil and climate being more favor- 
able to animal than to vegetable life, 
they are chiefly restricted to the use of 
nnimal food, of which they generally obtain 
four meals per diem; they possess large 
herds of oxen, together with flocks of sheep 
and goats, and their country abounds in game 
oC every description. Tea, they consume 
in large quantities, prepared with rancid 
lard, they also partake of spirituous liquors 
distilled principally from grain. 

The Lepchas for the most part inhabit 
the country of Sikliim, but tllere are a few 
within the territories of the Nepal Govern- 
ment. From all accounts they are semi-bar- 
barians, the use of fire-arms is little ltnown 
amongst them, and they are principally 

2 I 



armed with bows and arrows, they are very 
expert in handing their knives, which they 
employ either as weapons, .or as tools 
in constructing huts, bridges, &c. I 
ima,&e they may be classed anlongst the 
Budhists, as they have none of the scruples 
of Hindus wit11 regard to their food. 

The Tharus are the denizens of the Te- 
rail and arc said not to suffer from the 
deadly malaria, they are liowever sickly- 
looking men, and althougll from their being 
acclimatized, the poison may not work ac- 
tively or rather speedily upon their frames, 
it  is evident that their constitutions we 
debilitated and undermined from its effects, 
and their lives are, I believe, of short dura- 
tion. To  the eastward some districts of 
the Nepal dominions are inhabited by ra- 
ces, amongst otllers the Limbus, respecting 
whom I could acquire but little information, 
I have been however led to conjecture, that 
they are mere off-shoots from some of the 
tribes already specified. 
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Many of the domestic servants in Nepal 
are slaves; a male is styled Keta, and a 
female Retee. I am not sufficiently ac- 
quainted with the subject to detail the 
circumstances under which the system of 
slavery is established, but I believe many 
slaves are born free, being the children of 
parties in necessitous circumstances 'and 
sold by  their parents, others are hereditary 
slaves, being born in bondage, the progeny 
of persons who have lost their freedom; 
those attached to the llouseholds of n ~ e n  of 
rank, appear to be well treated, and are, in 
fact, on a superior footing in the family to 
hired menials. 

Although the Gorkha Government would 
not in all probability allow its Hindu 
subjects to become converts either to 
Christianity or Mahomedanism, yet it is 
extremely tolerant as respects religion, and 
no one is subject to persecution on account 
of his faith. In the neighbourhood of Pdpa  
there are, I understand, some Mussulman 

3 I 
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villages, the inhabitants of which were ori- 
ginally employed chiefly as Miners. Of their 
present pursuits, I have no exact knowledge. 

Suttee is sanctioned throughout Nepal, 
but I am aware of several instances in which 
it  has not been practised, and it is not con- 
sidered dishonorable, on the part of the re- 
latives, to dissuade a widow from being guilty 
of self-immolation, on the contrary, any per- 
son who may be convicted, of having used 
forcible or other unjusti6able means to in- 
duce a woman to sacrifice herself, is liable 
to severe punishment. The argument which 
I have heard advanced against the prohibi- 
tion of the practice, was, the futility of at- 
tempting to suppress it with a view to pre- 
vent the loss of life, as in the event of a 
woman being determined, either from affec- 
tion to the deceased, or as a point of honor, to 
accompany her husband's corpse to thegrave, 
or rather funeral pile, she would cotnmit sui- 
cide by taking poison, or by other means 
which could not possibly be guarded against. 
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On the occasion of the demise of a mein- 
ber of tlie Royal Family gelleral mo~u.ning 
is strictly ellforced. Every person is prohi- 
bited for the period of oiie year from attend- 
ing auy place of festivity, listening to the 
sounds of music, and wearing shoes in whicll 
a single particle of leatllcr is introduced. 
For three days nobody can enter a carriage, 
eat lilore than ouce a clay, or partake of 
food prepared wit11 spices, moreover, it is 
iucunlbent on every one to sllave the hcad 
and wear the (Tilak hfataiu dari ki) mark 
of grief or momning, on the forehead. 

The diseases prevalent in Nepnl are fever, 
rheulllatism, goitre, cutaneous disorders aud 
reuereal; the latter is particularly common, 
for all classes are most dissolute. The Na- 
tives of the plains wl~en residing in the val- 
ley of Iiatlimandhoo, are, equally with the 
inhabitants, subject to Bronchocele. The 
residents of some localities arc however 
exenlpt from this malady, amongst others, 
those living in the villages of Iiktapur and 

a 
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Saucliu, both of wliich are situatcd on cmi- 
nences : cascs of leprosy or elcpliantiasis 
seldom, if ever, occur amongst the Nepalese. 

Thc climate of Nepal is superior to tliat 
of Hindustnn, and, as the teiuperture is 
several degrces cooler, I slio~dd suppose 
better suited to tllc Europea~u constitutiol~. 
Du-ing tlic few days of niy stay at Rat l~n~an- 
dhoo, early in February, the Tlier~ilo~iieter 
in an open room ucvcr rose above 65". Tlie 
Gol*lrhas di\icle their year into six seasons, 
but this is, I prestulle, an error, as they 
a h ~ o s t  esactly co~~espond nit11 those of the 
plains. The rains coiiimeilce a little earlier, 
and set in fYo1u tlie south-east quarter; 
tliey are usually very copious and break up 
towards the niiddle of October. Tlie 
torrents from the n~o~ultai~ls  being oftell 
cstremcly violeut a t  this period, wllile the 
desceilt of the rivers through tlie low lilllds 
is not sufficiently precipitate, as to carry o f  
tlic waters with rapidity; tliey are very 
liable to overflow their banlts, and t l~u~s  
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during the months of July, August and 
September, two-thirds of the valley is ge- 
nerally inundated. Tliroughout the cold 
season, i. e.  from October to March, dense 
fogs are extremely prevalent ; they however 
generally clear off about 9 or 10 A. ar. when 
tliey are succeeded by bright sunshine, but 
the solar rays have but little power, and it is 
quite possible to be exposed to them the 
mllole day mithout suffering from their 111- 

fluence. The principal rnanufacturcs of 
Nepal are arms, chain amour,  brass utcn- 
sils and ornaments, bells, of which they ex- 
port a large number to India, one or two 
sorts of coarse, and one h e  cotton cloth, 
the latter, called Maleeda, is pal-titularly 
soft and light, and a coarse kind of paper, 
which is prepared in enormous sheets in the 
followiug manner :-The pulp, made from 
the bark of a shrub, of wliicli it is composed, 
is spread upon a sheet tightly stretched on 
a frame extended over a small tank, con- 
taining sufficient water to cover i t ;  wlien it 



is completely saturated, the water is drain- 
ed off, and the paper dried by artificial heat, 
produced by pans of burning charcoal placed 
under the frame. 

The tree of which the bark is used for thc 
above purpose is the Sied burrooa, a Species 
of Daplme. There are two kinds, both 
growing to a considerable size, the one is 
called liaghazi pat, or the paper plant, and 
the other the Bhootia Sied burrooa, or paper 
tree of Thibet, which is deemed the best. 

The valley of Nepal is extremely fertile, 
in many places yielding no less than 4 crops 
per annum, viz. wheat, rice, Indian corn, 
(maki) and vegetables. Owing to the 
prejudices of the Hindu with respect to 
the treatment of the ox, and the want of 
any other description of draught cattle, the 
plough is seldom, if ever, seen, and the soil 
is prepared by hand, the implement used 
being a kind of hoe. Although this system 
of husbandry must necessarily entail a 
greater amount of labor, it is in other re- 



spects equally efficacious as the metl~od 
adopted in Hindustan; in fact, were the 
plough alone to be used in Nepal, many 
plots of land which are now under cultiva- 
tion, would be abandoned, as, consequent on 
the inequality of the surface of the country, 
the fields have for the most part to be 
formed in a succession of small terraces 
along the sides of the numerous hills. The 
soil is in general rich, consisting of a mix- 
ture of light mould, sand and gavel,  
supported by a deep black unctuous ea'th, 
which latter, the cultivators spread over 
the rice fields as manure. 

The operations of husbandry are of course 
tedious, and at  some seasons, every person, 
in the fanlily capable of labor, must be em- 
ployed, consequently no one being available 
to remain in charge of the young children, 
they are taken to the field, and tllevillager may 
be seen carrying his infants in two baskets 
suspended over his shoulder by a bamboo. 
To~~,ards tllc cnd of the rainy season shoot- 
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ing is strictly prohibited, not from any de- 
sire to preserve the game, but in order that 
the services of the sportsmen may be at  
liberty to aid in getting in the harvest. 

Land in Nepal is divided into khets or 
fields, each of which is estimated to produce 
a certain number of bushels of paddy or 
rice in the husk, the subdivisions are as 
follows : 

20 Pathils = 1 Muri. 
20 Muris = 1 Biswa. 

5 Biswas = 1 Khet. 
Although the country is everywhere in- 

tcrsected with streams, which n~ight be 
made available for the purpose of irrigation, 
and the people are perfectly well aware of 
their great value in this respect, yet from 
not possessing the means of conducting the 
water to the high grounds, a large portion 
is cntirely wasted, and land which might 
otherwise afford a profitable return to the 
cultivator remains untilled ; the water-power 
at  their command is however employed by 
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the Gorkhas to work their nunerous nlills 
for grinding corn. 

My attainments as a Zoologist aud Bo- 
tanist do not, I regret to confess, admit of 
iny preparing a scientific report, and I must 
be therefore satisfied with submitting a very 
concise account of tlie animal and vegetable 
productions of Nepal. The desciiption of 
sheep most con~mon is a small kind, called 
the Bal-wal, it affords when properly fcd, Fery 
fair mutton. Oxen are not numerous, as 
n~ilcli cows alone can be prized for their use- 
fill qualities, little trouble probably is taken 
in their breeding, tlie milk of tlie latter is 
however said to be extremely rich; buffaloes 
are generally brought tip from the plains. 
I was informed that liorses are bred at  Peu- 
tana, but only one specimen came under my 
obsel-vation, he was a sturdy cob about 14) 
hands high. Ponies are numerous, but few 
are, I imagine, indigenous, being chiefly im- 
ported from Thibet. The dog, generally 
known as tlie Nepal dog, is also properly 
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speaking a native of Thibet, it is a fierce 
surly creature, about the size of an English 
bull dog and covered with thick long hair ; 
there are sevel.al other classes of the canine 
species, but it is out of my power to de- 
scribe them, nor are they hardly desei-ring 
of notice. Elephants, rhinoceroses, tigers, 
leopards, bears, hogs, jackals, foxes, ante- 
lopes, musk, hog, and spotted deer, and 
many individuals of the monkey race, are to 
be fouud in the thick jungle which skirts 
the hills to the south-west, and wild horses 
and sheep are occasionally seen on the 
range of mountains to the north. 

Of the feathered tribes the most remark- 
able are the falcon used by sportsmen, the 
hill maina, and the monal and damphia, of 
the pheasant genus, the former being of the 
spotted and the latter of the golden species, 
the chikor, florican, black and grey partridge, 
woodcock, snipe, quail, teal and wild duck 
are also procurable, but many of them only 
appear as birds of passage, making Nepal 
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their resting place, hi their migration fro111 
Hindustan to Tliibet. 

N e ~ a l  mould doubtless afford a fine field 
for the researches of the botanist. The for- 
csts of the Terai contain the sal, siso, semal, 
niiniosa, (from which catecliu is extracted) 
ebony and other trees ; in the higher regions, 
oaks, cliesnuts, hollies, yews, laurels and 
pines are abundant; the piincip~l fruit trees 
;Ire the niulberry, raspbemy, orange, apples, 
knphul, (apparently a sort of cherry,) and 
walnut, together with some kinds of plum, 
pears and peaches are also numerous, but the 
fruit seldom ripens. There arc, I believe, 
many species of the rliododendron (gurus), 
orcliideous plants of various descriptions 
seem to abound, and specimens of the Vic- 
toria Regia are also said to have been dis- 
covered in the woods. 

The only herbs of any pretensions, wliicl~ 
I have heard mentioned, are the charita, 
which is extremely bitter and lnuch used 
in India for febrile diseases, the zedo- 

2 I< 
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ary (curctuua zedoaria) a spicy plant some- 
what like ginger in its leaves, and of a 
sweet scent, the jatamasi (spikenard) and 
kliet bisli, the root of wliicli is said to be 
a violent poison. 

Lettuces, spinacll, French beans, garlic, 
radishes and numerous other vegetables are 
cultivated in tlie valley of liatliinandlioo. 
Potatoes do not flourish in Kcpal Proper, 
hut are brought in great quantities from the 
J~ucta Himalayan tracts. 

Fish are found in abundance in the rivers 
of the Terai, lnullet and a species of carp 
bebig tlie illost colllnloa. 



C H A P T E R  IV. 

Bounrlaries of Nepal-Riaers-Lkes-City of Kathmnndhoo 
- S i t d i o n  - Slreeb - Temples - Population - C i g  of 
Palan-A-etear remains-Bhafgaoi~-Kirlapur, PC. 

TRE Kingdom of Nepal consists of a 
succession of mountain ranges and valleys 
situated between India and Thibet, and 
running for about 400 miles parallel to the 
north-east frontier of the British territo- 
ries; it formerly extended in a westerly di- 
rection almost to Cashmere, but is now 
circumscribed within the left bank of the 
lialee Nuddee, the whole of their possess- 
ions beyond that stream having been 
wrested from the Gorkhas in the war of 
1815. To  the eastward, the State of Sikhim 

3 K 
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(where we have a Miiitary post,) forms the 
boundary, thus, on three sides it  is in imme- 
diate contact with our power and accessi- 
ble to our arms. The north-castern fron- 
tier of the dominions of the sovereigns of 
Nepal, does not appear to be very clearly 
defined, but although it is probable that 
the Rajah exercises little power over 
some of the tribes dwelling beyond the 
Alpiue region of the Himalayas, on the 
banks of the Biahmaputra, yet, as I have 
before mentioned, they ackuoaledge them- 
selves as tributaries, and consequently that 
river may be deemed the boundary. 

The mountain ridges of Nepal are every- 
whereintersected by streams of various sizes, 
all of which, after minding through the fertile 
plains of India, eventually disembogue their 
waters into the bed of the Ganges. The 
principal of these are the Gogra, Gunduk, 
Raptee and Kousie, which chiefly serve to 
float down to Calcutta, the valuable timber 
abounding in the forests by which the lower 
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ranges of hills are skirted. Four lakes 
of considerable magnitude are said to exist 
in the direction of Gorkha, one of which 
is called the Burnal and aiotller the 
Gurhmal Tal, but the accounts which I have 
heard regarding them, vary to so great ,711 
extent, as  to preclude my enteriug into any 
descriptioneither as to their size or locality. 

As, in  treating of the country of Nepal, 
it may not be amiss to describe itscapital. 
I shall now offer a few remarks with re- 
spect to Kathmandhoo. 

The city of Kathmandhoo is situated 
within a valley, running from north to 
south about 16, and from east to west 
12 miles, its form is oval, and circuit 
between 40 and 50 miles, its altitude is 
estimated at  4,700 feet; it is watered by 
the Bag Mati and Bish Mati rivers, and 
on all sides bounded by ranges of moun- 
tains ; sinking towards the westward, but 
in other places rising to a great height, 
beyond which, however, on a clear day, the 
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lofty peaks of the Dewal Geree, Jibjib- 
beah, Gosain Than, and other points in the 
snowy range are plainly discerllible. 

The most remarlrable mountains in the 
lower range are Sewaporee to the north, 
Debee Hot on the east, and Chundra Ge- 
ree on the south-west. Snow frequently lies 
for days on the summits of these heights, 
and the slope on the north side of the first- 
~nentioned was thickly covered in the be- 
ginning of February 1851. Although the 
area of the valley is considerable, in no part 
is a plain of any extent to be found, as, from 
the ranges of hills by which it  is suwoulld- 
cd, spurs project in every direction, many 
of which are gradually prolonged to a great 
distance, breaking up the face of the country 
into a series of undulations, everywhere 
intersected by hill streams, of which the 
most important are the two mentioned i11 
the precedihg paragraph. On the east bank 
of one of which, the Bish Mati, the City 
of Kathmandhoo is situated, following its 
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course for about a mile until its junction 
with tlie Bag X ~ t i ;  this lattcr is crossed 
by two bridges of masonry, one leading 
fi.om the Tundee libel parade groulid 
towards Lalita Patan, arid the other from 
the Palace to the plincipd Magazine. Both 
these livers are broad shallow streams, ancl 
in the cold seasou at  all points passable by 
foot passengers, for ~vliose accommodation, 
however, temporary bridges, composed of a 
succession of siugle pbnks resti~ig on up- 
right beams as supports, w e  in many places 
established. 

Tlle town is little supelior to the gene- 
rality of Native Cities, tlie streets are nar- 
row, rudely paved, and for tlie most part 
extremely dirty, the llouses ia general of 
brick, two and three stories in height, with 
curiously carved woodcn balconies and lat- 
tices; the Palace is a str'aggling building of 
no pretensions, near it, forming a sort of 
square, are several tcinplcs, differing how- 
ever from those in India, and f i~r  lllore rc- 
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sembling Cllinese pagodas; they are orna- 
mented on the outside by wooden figures 
lnost grotesquely carved and painted, one 
of them is entirely constructed of ~vood 
(Kath), hence, I was informed, the origin 
of the name given to tlie City; in the neigh- 
bourhood of this open space are the two 
principal Courts, tlie Eta  Chaplee and tlie 
Iiotliee Ling. I also observed a temple 
dedicated to Bheem Sen, the son of Pandu, 
R favorite deity of the Gorkhas. In front 
of this building is a column surmounted by 
a brazen winged-lion, having near it a pe- 
destal, on ~vhieh a statue, representing a 
kneeling celestial-figure, ( G u r u )  is placed. 

There are one or two nlarket places, which 
appeared crowded with men of all castes and 
tiibes, from the natives of the burningplailis 
of India to the uncivilized Bliootias from the 
snow-capped hills of Thibet. The buildings 
in the vicinity of the city most deserving of 
attention are the temples of Pasupati Nath, 
Sanlbhn Nath, Bali~jee alid BIKUI. 
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The sl l r i~~e of Pasul~ati Nath, dedicated 
to Siva. is built ilpou the edge of the Bag 
Mati, whicl~ is there considered ;L holy 
stren~n, and consequently every true Hindu 
is desirous of yielding up llis last breath 
on its sacred b:~nks: the spot assigned for 
the crenlation of nlcnlhers of tlle Rogi~l 
Family, is between two snlall bridges adjoiu- 
ing the building. This tenlple is esteenled 
the lloliest in Nepal, and is of such sanctity 
that pilgri~ns fro111 India visit it, and consi- 
der the pilgrh'age out of great devotion; 
it consists of several squares containing 
slllines consecrated at  different periods. 
The principal sanctuary is in tlle shape of a 
pagoda having a leaden roof, the ridges of 
wllicll are covered wit11 a substance re- 
sembliu~g copper gilt ; our Ciceroni inforlned 
us that it was a tllin slleet of gold, but I 
take tlle liberty of doul~t i~lg his accuracy on 
this head; the malls i~nmcdintely under the 
enrcs, were adorned with a very- eestraordi- 
nilry description of or~~anlcnt,  viz., the 

* 
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1-arions offerings that have been made to 
the deity, and the arms, culiuary utensils, 
&c. of persons dying (La Wal-is) without 
heirs, and, as may be imagined, a most 
strange assemblage of articles ; swords, 
shields, pots, pans, looking-glasses, buEalo 
horns, kuives, bracelets aud spinning wheels, 
were to be seen suspellded by llooks and 
nails, from every point. Iu the ceutre of 
the building, I observed two massive silver 
tloors, supported on either side by curiously 
('itrrcd mood work. Witllin the court-yard, 
where, by the bye, Europeans are not ad- 
mitted, is tllc figure of Nanda, the sacred 
11~11, d s o  several representations of EIindu 
deities ; the outer gates we  flanked by sculp- 
t~wed lions. Opposite to the te~nplc is the 
s;tcrcd jungle, appropriated apparently to 
the sole use of the lnonkeys that infest it. 

TIE te~uple of Sambhu Kath is a Budllist 
sluir~e in 1101lor of Ilaha Deva, only resorted 
to by the B1100tias and Bl~an~as  (a  tribe of 
Xewars,) i1nd considered the nlost anciei~t 
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edifice in Nepal. Hamilton supposes that 
its erection may have taken place about 
the beginning of the 8th century; it is situ- 
ated on a well-wooded eminence to the 
west of the Bish Mati, and is the most 
conspicuous building throughout the valley ; 
the path by which it is approached,ascendiig 
to the sunlnlit of the hid1 by a flight of about 
200 steep stone steps. The centre edifice is 
quadmngdar, surmounted by a dome and 
his11 spire, covered with plates of copper 
gilt; on the four sides, are recesses protected 
by iron lattice work, three of these niches 
being occupied by large brazen images, and 
the fourth, fronting the entrance to the 
court, by two similar figures on a smaller 
scale. There are other buildings around it, 
but they hardly need description; from one 
point near the temple there is a lovely 
view of the city and valley. 

The temple of Balajee is about two 
miles from Katl~inandhoo, in a north-east- 
erly direction. It is only remarkable for its 

L 
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tanks, in one of ~ ~ ~ h i c h ,  is a representation, 
in stone, of Siva resting on a bed of snakes, 
another is filled with tame fish, which, in 
the hope of being fed, approach the by- 
stauder without fear. 

The temple of Budh is a strange earthen 
cupola surmounted by a spire, upon which, 
in the brightest of colors, is delineated a 
face with staring eyes; it is placed within 
:I court-yard sul.rounded by buildings inha- 
bited by Bhootias during their periodical 
visits to Xepal. 

In addition to these buildings there is 
near the Tundee Hhel Parade ground, a 
fine column, nearly 200 feet in height, 
built, I understand, by Blleem Sing, when 
Minister. 

The population of Kathmandhoo may 
be rated at 40,000, but within the limits of 
the valley there nlust be about 400,000 per- 
sons, as it contains several large towns and 
villages, amongst them Patan, Bhatgaon, 
Pheer Phing, Icirtapur and Than Iiot. 
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The City next in importance to Bath- 
n~andhoo is the ancient capital, Patan, si- 
tuated on a rising ground to the south-east 
and about two miles distant. During the 
Newar dynasty it was the residence of Roy- 
alty, but when the tide of hlvasion settiug in 
froin Gorliha, swept away no less than 24 
iudependent princil~alities, it became h~volv- 
ed in the general ruin, and the seat of Go- 

%runlent ~vas  transfei~cd by thc conquerors 
to its present locality. From that date the 
decay of Patan commenced. I t  is still, how- 
ever, a considerable town, abounds in fine 
buildings, and is consequeutly well worthy a 
visit; a t  one extremity, opposite the ruins of 
the Palace of the former Icings, are several 
temples, near which, on two carved monoliths, 
are brazen statues, the one, a Monarch, in a 
sitting posture, with a cobra, on wliicli a bird 
is perched, rearing its head behind him,' the 
other similar to that, already described, near 

An incident similnr to that nppnrently rrpresentc+l by the 
above group, occurred in the lifc of l lnjnh Snngo, of Chcetorc. 
who, when in exile, wnu, owinn to this circamslr~ncc, rccagniscd 
by a goatherd. The bird of &cn is stylcd thc Uu\i. 
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Bhcem Sen's temple at I<atl~mandlloo. I 
noticed here several sculptured figu.es of 
~naned lions, much resembling those clisco- 
vcred at  Kiueveh, two on each side of tlle 
f i g l ~ t  of steps leading to every temple, tlle 
two lliuder ones bciug invariably represent- 
ed with beaks like birds. Some of the tem- 
plcs wcre of the pagoda style of architec- 
ture, but n~ost of them consisted of conically 
shaped doules lisiug out of cll~sters of sluall 
sll~iucs, the latter being generally erected on 
a rectangular base about 12 feet in height. 

Blmtgaon is about eight miles froln l<ath- 
mandhoo, it is said to boast of sonle fine 
buildings. 

Iiirtapur is situated on a rising grouud 
about 3 miles west from Patan. Here a 

most desperate defence was made by the 
Nemxs, and it  was consequently almost the 
last place subdued by the Gorkhas, who, in 
revenge for the loss they experienced be- 
fore it, upou its being taken, barbarously 
mutilated all the male inhabitants, cutting 
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off tlicir lips and noses, and changed the 
lianle of the to1vl.n to Xaskatapor, mliich 
signifies tlic city of cut noscs. I t  contains 
a large teniplc, adorned in a similar manner 
to tlle shrine a t  Pasupnti Natll. Sculptiu.ed 

lions are also see11 inixed mitli figures of 
elephants on the steps lendiullg to so~llc of 
tlle sacred buildings. Pliccr Pliing I llavc 
alluded to in a previous Cl~aptcr. Tllail 
ICot is a tlii-iving haullet near tlie foot of 
the Chundra Geree pass, and about seven 
lniles froln Katllmandlioo. 

My lilnited sojourn in Kepal precluded my 
gaining inforniation on many points ~vliicli 
migl~t have proved interesting eitlicr to the 
politician, antiquarian, or scientific reader, 
I niust therefore fail  bc contcnt, ~ritll  
liavilig made even this slight addition to 
our stock of howledge regarding this re- 
mote country, and shall now procced to 
narrate some of the events niost wortl~y of 
note tliat have occurred within the kingdom 
during the last few years. 



Histoiy o f  Nepal-E~tol,lish,nent of thc GorBho' Relc-- 
Conquests of Prithi Narain-Reipu ofs ingha Pratap and 
R a m  Bahadur Sah-Nel~alzse i i ~ c l ~ r s i u ~ ~  illlo Thibet-Re- 
pulse by Tartar Troops ai~dsubseqaent i~~uasioa of  h'cpal- 
British Emla~sy-Oulrageous coedscf of Rana Bahadizr- 
H i s  abdicafios andrefurs to polver -SccosdBritish Mission 
-Assassination of  Rana Bahadur-Accession Lo the throne 
o f  Rajah Girioan Juddhu Bickram Sah-Encroachmols 
o f  the Gorkhas on the British Tem'tories-Arrgotiations- 
11furder of  the Thannadar of  Chihcah-Nepal War- 
Destruction of  the British Delachmenfs af Pursa and Sum- 
mundpore-Repulse o f  General Il'oods Dioision-Failnre 
of  the attack on Kahnga-Znaest,rimtf o f  Jyctuk-Opwa- 
tions tr~der  General Ochterlony-Terms of  capitulation 
grailled to Umn~ur S~II-Occitpation of  the Province of  
Kemaoir-Negotiafionr renewed-Aduonce of  the force 
under General Ochierbny-Treafy o f  peace ~ a h p e d  by 
the Durbar. 

ALTHOUGH this narrative mas oli,hally 
intended to be codned  ~nerely to events 
which have taken place within the last ten 
years, I have deemed it necessary, as a pre- 
liminary to the recital of the scenes of 
intrigue and bloodshed which must be 
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tllcreili depicted, to ofer  a few 01)servations 
relative to the previous llistory of the Royal 
Fa~liily and the ad~ninistration of Govern- 
ment o~ldcr their role, together with a short 
account of the circumst;~uces wl~icll led to  
the rupture nit11 the British in 1814, atid 
tllc subsequent Military operations. 

Thc Rajah of Sepal assumes dcscent fiom 
tlicRajputPrinces of O ~ d c e p o r c , ~  ant1 I have 
1)cen nssnrcd that papers arc still in the 
1)0sscssio1i of the Durbar wl~ich ~vonld fully 
substniltiatc this pretension, yet the point 
has certainly never been proved, and I qnes- 
tion whetlier his claim to be stxled a Inem- 
her of that fiumily would be acl~nowlcdged 
11y the prcsent Rana. I t  is asserted, tllat oti 
leaving the plains of India, tlie Rajah's 
ancestry settled in the vicinity of P:~lpa, 
but gmdually made encroacl~mcnts on the 
i~cigllbouling tcnitories until they obtained 

* I t  is stated by Col. Tod thnt tlie Gorkhn Dynasty was 
founded, towards the end of the 12th century, by the third 
Jon ol'Rnjn11 Snmarsi, ruler of Cheetore. 
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tlo~ninioi~ orcr the citj- and proriucc of 
Gorltl~a, fkoiii 1\-11icli their 11a11ie lvas derived. 
iIere tl~ey established tlieir rule, a id  remain- 
etl for several generations ~vithout display- 
ing :lily uisli to extend their power. ;Il)ont 
the nliddle of the last century, I~owerer. 
1 5 t h  Karain succeeded 11is filthcr, Ker 
131101)al S:ll~, aiid being a n ~ a n  of great 
:~ml)ition, with little scru~ple as to the 
equity of tlie illcasures he might talte in 
order to indulge his desires, seized the 
ol)l~ort~u~ity of an application for sncconr 
ti.0111 the Ruler of Bliatpon, then waging 
war with the other kings of Kepal, to t:llie 
advantage of tlieir dissensions, and co111- 
~ileilced a series of aggressive lilovelileiits 
towards tlie eastward, wliich, after a pro- 
tracted waifare, finally ter~~iiiiated in tlie 
c o i ~ q ~ ~ e s t  of tlie valley of Nepal, a ~ i d  the 
entire orerthrow of tlie diff'ereiit petty 
states in that quarter. To  the British his- 
torian, these operations offer some little 
interest, o\~iilg to the discomfiture of the de- 
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bchment under Captain Kinloch in 1'765, 
dispatched, it is said, by the Indian Govern- 
ment, to the aid of the last of the Surt~j Bansi 
Dynasty wlio reigned over I<atliniandlioo, 
when attacked by liis treaclierous ally, or 
rather feudatory; this force penetrated as 
far as Hureehui-ptu-, but mas not strong 
enougli to maintain its coniniunications with 
tlie plains, and, having advanced into tlie 
liills a t  least a inonth too soon (October), 
its progress was arrested by an unfordable 
nullall, across \I-l~icll a bridge was construct- 
ed but speedily carried away by tlie force 
of tlie torrent. The delay tlius experienced 
eshausted the supplies, disease became 
prevalent, and it was obliged to effect a 
retreat early in December. 

A graphic account of the campaign in 
17G8, when Prithi Narain made himself 
master of Kathmandhoo, is given by fatlier 
Guiseppe, a member of the Catllolic Mission 
which liad been long established in Nepal, 
where they liad secured many converts and 
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received grants of land from tlie Newar 
monarchs, the title deeds of which, inscrib- 
ed on copper, are still in the possession of 
the Bishop of Pntim. Perniission was grant- 
ed to tlie Christians to retire into the Biitish 
territo~ies, of mliich most of the proselytes 
availed tlieinselres and settled at Bettiah, 
some en~igrated to Lassa and Diggurcha, 
where their descendants still reside, and a 
few apparently remained in Nepal, as the 
church mas in existence in 1802, on tlie 
arrivill of Ciiptzzin KI~OS'S mission. Tlic 
Reverend father describes the clvelties in- 
flictcd on the iuhabitants of the captured 
towns as being alnlost beyond imagination ; 
at one time, feaiing to succeed in reducing 
the inhabitants of the valley to subjection, 
by tlie sword; the Gorkha Hing deterniined 
to effect his purpose by famine, and with 
this design, stationed troops at all tllc passes 
of the mountains to prevent any intercourse 
with Nepal. His orders were most ligorously 
obeyed, for every person who was found 011 
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the road, with merely a little salt or cotton 
about him, mas hung upon a tree, and he 
caused all the inhabitants of one village to 
be put to death in the most clvel manner, 
neither nlcn, women, nor children, being al- 
lowed to escnpe, for having supplied a snlall 
quantity of the latter article to the Nepalese. 

The denlise of Prithi Karain occurred, 
according to Kirkpnt~icli, in 1'771, and his 
successor Singha Pratnp, who rcigned or~ly 
3 years, seeins to llave fully adopted his 
father's course of policy, and annexed to 
his dominions several districts to the south- 
west. At his death the sovereignty descend- 
ed u11on I& infant son, Rana Bahadur Sah, 
wl~o was on the throne in 1793, when the 
first British mission entered Nepal. He 
appears, even when of an age to have taken 
x part in the conduct of affairs, to have been 
for soine time completely guided by the 
Regents, in the first instance, the Ranee 
Rajnndra Luclimi, and subsequently his 
uncle Bahadur Sah, both of whom were 
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actuated by a love of conquest, and added 
numerous provinces to the territories of the 
house of Gorkha, which were now advanc- 
ed beyond Kemaon. In 1792, the misun- 
derstanding took place between the Durbar 
and the Inlperial Court, and the advance 
of the victorious Tartar army deprived 
the folmer of all hope of future conquest; 
they were even so far terrified as to seek the 
aid of the British. The Governor General, 
Lord Cornwallis, whilst he distinctly refus- 
ed con~pliance with their application for a 
RIilitary force, agreed to mediate between 
the contending powers, and his oEer having 
been accepted by the Durbar, in February 
1793, Col. Kirkpatrick was deputed on a 
Mission to Icathmandhoo. Ere however he 
reached the Frontier, peace had been re-es- 
tablished, and consequently, all occasion for 
the good offices of the British having ceased, 
although every courtesy was shown to the 
party; little cordiality was evinced in their 
reception, and a commercial treaty having 
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been previously concluded by a Native 
agent, no object existed for prolonging their 
stay, and they soon retraced their steps. 
Tlie origin of hostilities with the Emperor 
appears to have been as follows:-About 
1780, Samhur Lama having fled from 
Lassa to Ncpal, taking with hiin a consi- 
derable quantity of treasure, the Rajah 
rcceived him under his protection and be- 
stowed upon him a jagir. Subsequently, 
the Lama, by accounts of the Chinese 
Empire, and of the gold, silver and other 
nlines in the neighbowhood of Lassa, excited 
the avarice and cupidity of the Government, 
and an expedition was formed which cross- 
iiig the frontier entered Bhoat (Tlfibet) and 
was victorious in several engagements wit11 
the Bhootia troops. Tlie Officer command- 
ing the latter, finding himself unable to 
resist the invaders, was forced to suc- 
cumb, and a treaty mas concluded, under 
the provisions of which, not only was a 
tribute of three lacs of rupees settled on 

M 
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the Rajah of Nepal; but it was determined 
that a11 coin at the Lassa Mint should be 
stamped in his name. In consequence of 
the superiority which had prevailed in 
favor of the Nepal troops over tliose of 
Lassa throughout this campaign, in 1785, 
during the administration, as Governor Ge- 
nerd, of Sir John Alacpherson, the rulers 
of the latter State sent a deputation to 
Calcutta demanding assistance, which, how- 
ever, was not accorded. 

In 1789-90, Sa~llllur Lama having again 
morlred upon the avaricious disposition of 
the Durbar, induccd them to dispatch a 
force of 18,000 n1en to Diggurcha (Tees- 
1100 Lunlboo), where they plundered the 
treasury, and seized a Vazir of Lassa, 
deputed to enter into a negotiation for 
peace. On their return, encumbered wit11 
the spoils of the city, although the winter 
was considerably advanced, they were in- 
duced to take the Khartah and Hutterah 
route instead of the ordinary one by Hoot, 
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and were consequently exposed to great 
perils in crossing the ridge of mountains, 
which stretches in a north-east direction 
fi.on1 the vicinity of IZoot, to the country 
of the Li~nbus and of the Deva Durma ; 
it was with the ut~ilost difficulty and danger 
that they penetrated through the snow with 
which their tract \vss covered, to a depth 
that proved fatal, in several instanccs, on the 
slightest false step. They were in this 
dreadful situation for five or six days, during 
which, they were obliged to pass the night 
on the pure snow, which they hardened to 
the best of their power, though their labor 
was sometimes scarcely completed, ere a 

fresh fa11 would almost bury them. The loss 
of the army in this retreat, which was con- 
ductecl by Dan~odar Pandee and Bun1 Sah, is 
said to have amounted to upwards of 2,000 
men, the greater ~iuniber of wliom appear 
to have been fi-ozcn to death ; many deen~ed 
thcn~selves happy in escaping, with the loss 
of their fingers and toes. 
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The Emperor of China, hearing of this 
proceeding, sent a makil to I<athmandhoo, to  
protest against the unjustifisble aggression 
and demand redress ; he was, however, re- 
ceived most cavalicrly, and ret~uancd without 
succeeding in the object of his Mission. 011 

his arriving in China, and stnting the result 
of his embassy, the Emperor's indignation 
was aroused at  the insolence of the Durbar, 
and a force consisting of 70,000 men was 
directed to march on Nepal, under the or- 
ders of an Imperial Officer styled Sund 
Fo. The Rajah was called upon to sur- 
render Samhw Lama, the iustigator of tlic 
disputes, and also the Vazir who had been 
taken prisoner; but he refused to give up 
the former. Sund Fo accordingly formed 
his army into two divisions, one of 30,000 
and the othcr of 40,000 men, and passing 
to the eastward under the hills to Trisul 
Gunga, penetrated beyond Khan Rowan. 
Here he intercepted a large body of Gor- 
khas returning from the army, which, under 
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Daniodar Pandee, liad attacked and taken 
Chunp,-a desperate battle ensued; but 
tlie Kepalese troops having been henilned in 
betwccn tlie two divisions, were completely 
defeated, and tlieir leader l'crpiera Thakur 
wounded. The Tartar army conti~lued its 
~narcli, and ;xf'ter successively repulsing thc 
tlitfercilt Gorklia detacliments wliich oppos- 
ctl its l~rogress, reaclicd Nyakot early in 

Septe1n1)er 1'792, wliel~ the Dmbar, as 
;rlre:~dy stated, were forced to suc for peace, 
wl~icli was granted, although on huluiliating 
teriiis. Tlie Lania had previously, to prcb- 
vent being delivered into tlie hands of the 
Cliitiese General, poisoned himself. 

For son~etinie the Gorlihas were fully 
employed in consolidating their power witliiti 
tlie liiiiits of tlieir recently-acquired posses- 
sions ; tlic Court also becanic tlie scene of in- 
trigue, and in 1'795, tlie Regelit l~aving been 
retiiovcd frotii office, died in confillenlent. 

011 assuming the reins of Goveniiiient, 
 wan^ 13aliadm. gave full vent to his migo- 

Y M  
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vernable passions, and neglecting his wife, 
the daughter of the Gulmi Rajah, he opeuly 
cohabited with other women. First, he 
had a son by a common slave, and after- 
wards another, by the daughter of a Brah- 
man. This gave great offeuce to the Priests, 
who, as a means of disturbing him, publish- 
ed a prophecy, foretelling that the Rajah 
mould not long survive his beautiful favo- 
rite of the sacred order, she mas sooil after 
attacked with smallpox, and having suffered 
much fimom the ravages of the disease, on 
her recovery, out of grief a t  the loss of her 
beauty, poisoned herself ; Rana Bahadur, 
having great faith in the science of astrologj-, 
had been in the utlnost consternation during 
her sickness, and, at the instigation of the 
astrologers, had advanced a large sum for the 
performance of certain ceremonies before onc 
of the gods. I le  now wrealced his vengeance 
upon the Brahmans, whom he scourged, 
in order to make them disgorge the money; 
and destroying the image, ground it to 
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pieces, causing the fragments to be thrown 
into the river. Ifany of the other deities 
shared the same fate ; guns being cven opened 
upon thein, to complete the work of destruc- 
tion; the people, tei~ified at  his violence, and 
horror-strttclr a t  his impicty, became ripe 
for a change, and, a t  last, in 1800, to prevent 
the necessity of his being deposed, or put to 
death, it mas suggested, that he should re- 
sign in favor of his son and retire to Bena- 
res. dlthough with reluctance, he followed 
the advice thus tendered, and, for some time. 
undcr the plea of insanity, resided at the 
holy city; whilst there, he incui~ed a consi- 
derable debt to the British Government, in 
consequence of which, a treaty was entered 
into, providing for the residence of a British 
officer a t  ICathmandhoo. The Mission enter- 
ed the Gorldia tei-ritories in Febivary 1802, 
and not meeting with a very favorable 
reception, left Ncpal, on its return to India, 
in March 1803. Soon after, Rana Bahadur 
quitted Benares and proceeded to Kathman- 
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clhoo, wllere Ile resumed his fornler power, 
and with it, tlie old Gorklia policy, which, in 
fact, can never be said to have beeii quite 
lost siglit of, as in 1798, an attack had beeii 
made upon the territories of tlie Rajah of 
Sikliim. It, in tlie first instance, proved un- 
successfi~l, but ultiniately, tlie Durbar suc- 
ceeded in wwesting from lihii a poition of liis 
territories. Uiiilnur Suig Tliapn was now 
dispatchedwvitli a large ariiiy to the westward, 
and seizing Gurliwal and the country beyoiid 
the Junina, rapidly extended the Gorkha 
power, which would have spread to Casli- 
mere, had lie not, in 1810, been foiled before 
Kot Icangra, principally, owing to tlie 
superior address of tlie old Lion of tlie 
Punjab, Ruiijeet Sing. 

Rana Balladur did not long enjoy liis 
sovcrcignty, for liming by liis tyraiiiiy ex- 
asperated many of tlie principal Chiefs, tlie 
feeling of hostility to his rule again bccanie 
general, and iii 1805, upon liis issuiig ail 
order to his l~rother Sliere Bahadur to join 
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the a1711y in the field, thc latter refuscd to 
obey, au altcrcation ensued, when he chew 
his sword, and, in open Durbar, inflicted upon 
the Rajah a ~\~outid, which proved mortal, 
being himself almost instantaneously killed 
by Bl~ce~ll  Sing Thapa, a Sirdar who mas 
present on the occasion, and who subse- 
rluently became rested wit11 the entire 
nianagcnlcnt of the State. 

For a considerable period Blleem Sing, as 
Regent, ruled ovcr Nepal with uncontrolled 
and undisputed authority, Rajah, Maha 
Rajah, Girivan Jud&a Bilrram Sah, the 
illegitimate son of the deceased, whose life 
was saved by his beii~g secreted in the wo- 
men's apartments during t l ~ c  af iay wl~icich 
ensued upon 1Gs father's murder, and who 
now succeeded to the tllrone, being a 
mere infant, whilst the greater number of 
the Sirdars who might have iuterfered in the 
:~dministration of affairs, had becn removed 
by the Thapa, who tool< advantage of the 
Rajah's assassinatio~l to accon~plish the 
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massacre of every Chief, whose influence 
lie dreaded; under the plea of his having 
been concerned in the conspiracy, which, 
certainly, in most cases, is supposed not t o  

have been quite devoid of foundation, al- 
though their ,gilt iuay not have been fully 
established. I t  is stated that about three 
l~undred persons perished on this occa- 
sion. 

In consequence of the want of cordiality 
evinced by the Durbar, the treaty of amity 
concluded by Captain Knox m7as declar- 
ed dissolved by the Governor General in 
Council, in 1804, and a letter, stating the 
grounds on which the resolution was found- 
ed, transmitted to the Rajah on the 24th 
January of that year; a semblance of 
friendship was, however, still maintained 
between the two States. 

Encroacl~ments on the part of the Xc- 
palese took place in the district of Tirhoot 
as far back as 1787, and were stigmatized by 
the Marquis of Hastings, as  having been 
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marked by features of violence in their 
origin, and of evasion and duplicity when 
they became a subject of ulvestigation. 
Thcse aggressions were brought to the 
notice of Government in 1798; but, owing, 
  no st probably, to the necessity for employ- 
ing all our resources towards the overthrow 
of the French power iu the Deccan, and the 
prosecution of the campaign against Tippoo 
Sulhn;  whilst, a t  the same time, it mas 
requisite to hold a force in readiness on the 
North West fi-ontier to resist the threatened 
invasion of Zaman Shah; no decisive steps 
were taken for the expulsion of the intruders, 
altl~ough in the first insL2nce a representa- 
tion was addressed to the Rajah. Subse- 
quently, in 1804, instructions were issued 
to the Magistrate to institute enquiries on 
the subject; but, notwithstanding the utter 
clefeat of the Mahratta confederacy, by 
which, towards the close of 1805, the Bri- 
tish troops wcre left a t  f d  liberty to turn 
thc whole weight of their arms agrainst the 
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Gorkhs ;  no further notice seems to have 
been taken of their unjustifiable conduct. 

This moderation on the part of the Indian 
Government, as, has been always the case 
in our intercourse with Native States, was 
doubtless attributed to our weakness, and a 
disinclination to an encounter wit11 the 
hardy mouutaincers, who prided themselves 
upon their superiority over the enervated 
inhabitants of the plains, and were, more- 
over, naturally a good deal inflated with the 
allnost unvai-ied success which they had 
experienced in their operations to the mest- 
ward. Thus cmboldcned, the encroach- 
iiients of the Gorkhas becan~e more fre- 
quent; restitution was occasionally demand- 
ed, and investigations were ordered, but the 
Nepalese Officers employed upon them, in- 
vai-iably avoided bringing their proceed- 
ings to a close, and even, by menaces, com- 
pelled the native officials in the British ser- 
vice to retire from the disputed territories, 
which they continued to occupy. 
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Affairs upon the frontier remained in 
this unsatisfactory state until 1812, up to 
which period, it was calculated that nearly 
two hundred villages had been usurped by 
the Nepalese. 

In May 1813, Unlnlur Sing Thapa, the 
Gorkha Coiiin~ander beyond the Jumna, 
\\-110 had pre~iously, i11 December 1809, 
been apprised by General Ochterlony, that 
although, as long as the operations of his 
troops were confined to the hilly country, 
110 interference would be offered by the Bri- 
tish, he must distinctly understand, that he 
would not be permitted to violate the terri- 
tories in the plains, chiefly belonging to 
the Seikh States mider our protection, ad- 
vanced claims to four villages at  the foot 
of the hills, on the groundless pretext of 
their forming a part of the district of Ba- 
towlee, of which the rest was situated with- 
in the mountains, and had fallen under the 
dominion of the Durbar. These villages were 
illvested and seized by the Gorkha troops. 

N 
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The General im~ucdiately renlonstrated 
against the measure, and declared, that unless 
tliey at once evacuated tlic lands, tlie Go- 
verinnent would resort to arms to co~npel 
them. Tl~ is  threat proved effectual, and the 
Gorlihas reluctantly abandoned tlie villages, 
to wl~icli they llad not the shadow of a riglit. 

I liave already alluded to the evasions 
practised by tlie Kepalese officers, to pre- 
vent the ackno\vledgment of tlie just rights 
of the British, wlienever investigations were 
held relative to the unwarrantable aggres- 
sions of the Gorkhas. For several years, a 

correspondence had been carried on respcct- 
ing tlie claim of the former to  the districts 
of Bootnral (with the exccption of the 
town) and Sheomj ; although the right of the 
British to both was inconteshble, the Dur- 
bar were informed, that, on the conditioi~ of' 
the inlmcdiatc relinquishment of the first 
named, the second would be forthwith trans- 
ferred to them. To this equitable and liberal 
proposition no reply was vonchsnfed. In 
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1809, a letter was addressed to tlie Rajah, 
calling on him to withdraw his troops from 
the disputed territory ; his answer was v,aguc 
and unsatisfactory, a desire was, however, 
cspressecl, that the nlatter might be adjust- 
cd by a comnlission conlposed of officers 
appointed by both Goven~ments. Soon after 
further ei~croacliments were made,' and in 
an affiaay which took place with the tellants 
of tlie Rajah of Bettiah, pel-fcctly unprovok- 
ed on their part, a Nepalese Subah Lachmi 
Ger and several others, on both sides, were 
slain. 

I t  was now sigliified to thc Sepal 
wakil that the Government mas deter- 
mined, if necessary, to resist the recent 
usurp,%tions by force, but would, neverthe- 
less, being anxious that the question should 
be decided amicably, accept the Rajah's offer. 

' I t  is stated ns an inslance of the insolence of the 
Gorkhns that a Fakir nppenred nt the burial plnce of some 
Mahomeclnn Snints, within the limits of the IIonourable 
Company's territory, with a grant from the RajahofNepal 
of the oKcringr made at the shrines. 
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Colo~lel Bradshaw was accordingly nppoiiit- 
ed Corninissioner on the pai-t of the British, 
and proceeded to Gorukhpore and after- 
wards to Bootwul, where he was n ~ e t  by the 
Nepalese officers and colilmenced to carry 
out the orders with whicli he had been fur- 
nished. 

The validity of the claims of the British 
were fully established, yet tlieir justice 
mould not be admitted by the Nepalcse 
Commissioners, who proposed a compro~nise ; 
the Governor General, Lord Minto, liow- 
ever, deeming the proof tliat had been ad- 
duced, ii~cfragable, refused to relinquisll 
any part of the territoiial possessions of 
the Honolu.nble Company. Tlie Marquis 
of Hastings now assumed the reins of Go- 
vernn~ent, and finding that the h'epalese 
still endeavoured to evade recognizing tlie 
just i igl~ts  of the British, determined to as- 
sert those rights by force, and Colonel 
Bradshaw was accordingly instructed to 
demand, either from tlie Durbar, or Commis- 
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sioners, a folnal renunciati011 of their pre- 
tensions to certain villages a t  Nunnore and 
of the surrender of the lands on the Sarun 
frontier still in their possession, a t  the same 
time, lle was directed to intimate explicitly, 
but in a tenlperate manner, tliat, unless this 
demand should be complied with, the neces- 
sary measures ~voudd be adopted for en- 
forcing the claim. 

On the receipt of tllese instructions, the 
Colonel addressed n, note to the Nepalese 
Commissioners, proposing a meeting for the 
purpose of discussing the folnler proceed- 
ings; ul reply, they declined holding any fur- 
ther connnunication with him, and dirccted 
Ilim to quit the frontier, soon after they re- 
turned to Nepal. Still anxious, if possible, to 
avoid hostilities, Lord Hastings despatched 
a letter to the Rajah, deprecating the course 
taken by the Commissioners, and begging 
that he would no longer delay acceding to 
onr equitable demand. The answer, received 
on the 4th May 1814, was a direct refusal 

3 Y 
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to resigu tlie lauds, which were consequent- 
ly resmued, the Ncpalese troops retiring as  
0~u.s advanced; police thannas were esta- 
blislied, and to prevent exposure to the 
~nalaria generated in the Terai during the 
rainy season, the Rlilita-y Force was with- 
dra~vn, upon wllicli, 011 the 29th May, the 
Gorlcl~as again entered the disputed terri- 
tories and attacked three of the tllannas, 
killing or mo~mding most of the Police 
Officers and luurdering in cold blood tlie 
thanuadu of Cliiwah, wl~orn they seized 
and tied to a tree, wlien he was deliberately 
shot with arrows, as an esanlple to deter 
others from talcillg scrvice wit11 tlie B~itish. 

This atrocious and uiijustifiable act put 
ml end to all furtlier disc~usion, and could 
oiily be construed into an open declaration 
ol' war. In order, however, that every avenue 
to a friendly negotiation might not be finally 
closed, an oppol-tunity was taken, by the 
receipt of a letter from the Rajah, to afford 
him a chance of retracing llis steps and 
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averting tlle consequences of t l ~ e  ilnprn- 
dence and violence of l ~ i s  Councils. A corn- 
munication, dated 14th June, was tllerefore 
addressed to His Highness, pointing out to 
him the moderation and forbearance ~v11icl1 
had invariably characterized the proceedings 
of tlie British Govenlnlent, and tlie prerari- 
cation and deceit practised by l ~ i s  own, 
urging him to exonerate the Durbnr from 
the disgrace of haying been accessnry to 
the cowardly murder, wl~ich had consum- 
mated the attack upon the thannns, by tllc 
public and esclnplary punisllment of the 
officers concerned in the disgraceful twns- 
action, and, moreover, warning him, tliat if 
resolved upon war, he must be prepared 
to stake the existence of his kingdom on the 
result. Nothing was gained by this corres- 
pondence. -4fter considerable delay, on the 
12th August, an evasive and insolent missive 
was received in reply. 

I t  was now incumbent on the Governor 
Gcnewl to malte a11 due prcparations for 
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the vigorous prosecution of the war in 
which we were about to be engaged, and, 
fortunately, the noblenlan a t  the head of 
affairs was fully equal to the task which 
had thus devolved up011 him. 

I t  nlust be remembered, that, a t  that time, 
the relative position of the two powers, mas 
~ a s t l y  different to what it  is a t  presept. 
\Vliilst me were nearly surrounded by 
states, if not of known hostility, a t  all events, 
of doubtful friendship, and ready to hire 
advantage of any disaster which might 
happen to our anns; and o w  territories, 
stretched for limldreds of nliles almost from 
the 13rahmaputra to the Sutledge, exposed 
to the inroads of the Gorlrlm troops occu- 
pying the lower range of the Hiulmalayas; 
not avulnerable point was apparent tl~rougll- 
out their frontier, and we were perfectly 
ignora~lt of the enemy we were about to 
oppose, tlieir natural and artificial means of 
tlefence, thc Military fcatures of the country, 
and its political condition and relations. 
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Valuable information as respects the topo- 
graphy of Nepal, mas, however, solicited 
and obtained from Dr. Hamilton, ~vlio had 
nccon~panied the Mission in 1803, and other 
officials mlio had been cniployed in tlie dis- 
tricts bordering tlie Terai. 

Four divisions, as follows, were organized 
for the invasion of Nepal. The first under 
tlie command of General Rlarley, was direct- 
ed to assenlblc on tlie Sarun fronticr, with :L 
view to its moving direct upon tlie capitd 
by the valley of llukwanpore, and to tlie 
operations of this division, wliicli consisted 
of 7,989 men, with 26 guns, tlie Govern- 
ment confidently calculated upon making 
the rnost effectual in~pression upon the 
enemy. 

The second, of 4,698 men, with 1 2  guns, 
commanded by General Wood, concentrat- 
cd at Gorukhpore, and was intended to 
operate in t l ~ c  direction of Bootwul, and 
forcing the defile of Nyzkot to advance on 
Tansein, the principal depOt and Wilitiiry 
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great nleasure acting as a diversion to the 
niaiil attack. 

The tllirtl colnposed of 10,422 nlen, wit11 
20 g u s ,  lcd by General Gillcspie, asse~iil~led 
at  Salinrunpore, for the purpose of pe~~ct lnt-  
ing tlle passes of tlie Dehmli Dhoon ant1 
occupying that valley and ot l~er  positions in 
Gurhwnl, of seizing tlic passes of tlie J u n ~ n a  
a~idGaiiges, sons to l~revent thc retreat of tlie 
enemy's troops stntio~ied to the ~vcstward, 
and of subsequently aiding opcratioils pro- 
jected against Iiemaon, or co-operating 
wit11 the 4th division. 

The fourth, co~lsisted of '7,112 men, with 
22 guns, its movements were guided by ul 
officer qualified to nleet any emergency, 
and of whoni the Bengal Army may well 
be proud, General Ochtcrlony. As a diplo- 
matist, few 11le11 could equal him in 1111- 

ravelling the web of chicanery n~id  dccep- 
tion which always e~lvelopes the foreign 
policy of an orientd court, and, although 
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mild and conciliatol-y in his manner, he 
would brook no evasion or prevarication wl~en 
the interests of his country were concenied, 
and was prompt to avenge the slightest 
insult to the British name. As a Gencral, 
he dec~lled it  a merit to effect more by his 
o\vn skill as a strategist than by the gallantry 
of his troops, of wllich, however, IIC never 
fiiled to avail himself, to the utmost, mlien 
necessity demanded. His name is still spoken 
of \\,it11 admiration m d  respect, both by the 
soldiers he led and the foes he conquered. 
The force under his guidance was fornled of 
the corps quartered at  Kurnaul and Loodi- 
anah, in order that it might be lallnclled 
against the enen~y's western army, said to 
be composed of the flower of thcir troops. 

Tlle defence of the frontier to the east- 
ward of the ICousee river mas entr~~sted to 
a sniall force of 2,723 men, under Captain 
Latter, the Coinn~aiidant of tlle Rungpore 
battalion. General Marley was instructed 
to move wit11 his Division on Heto~mdal~ 
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vici Bicheeah IClior and the Chiriya Gliati 
Pass, a t  the same time, detaching a force to 
his right to obtain possession of the fort of 
Hui~ecliui-pore. This liaving bcen effected, 
to mass his troops before the fortress of 
Ilukmanpore, which it was absolutely ne- 
cessary should fall into our hands before 
pushing forward to the invasion of the val- 
ley of I<nthmandlioo ; Hetoundali, RIuliwan- 
pore and Hurreeliurpore were connected by 
roads easy of access, and mould therefore 
have formed a sound basis for our h i e  of 
operations, for, with these posts in our hands, 
little difficdty could have been esperi- 
enced in acquiring information relative to 
the practicability of the different paths 
leading to the capital, and both men and 
supplies could be readily collected on whnt- 
ever point might be deemed the most ad- 
visable from which to commence the on- 
ward march, whilst in the event of a repulse, 
iiot only would the line of retreat remain 
undisturbed, but strong places of arms be 
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afforded to the troops, in which to await the 
arrival of re-inforcements from the plains. 
I t  was left optional wit11 the British com- 
mander to select the route by which he 
might advance after the conlpletion of the 
operatiot~s above detailed, and there can be 
no doubt that a road could l~ave been dis- 
covered, presenting few natiwal obstacles, 
wl~icl~ might not have been easily surmount- 
ed by British sliill and British courage. 
Ge~ieral Akrley arrived on the frontier on 
the 11th December 1814, in the meantime, 
the Terai had been cleared of the enemy, 
by detachments under Colonel Bradshaw 
and Major Roughsedge, the foi~ner attacked 
and carried the fort of Buhnrwa, conunand- 
ed by Pnrseram Thapa, who, -with 4 other 
sirdars and 5 1 sepoys, was killed; many were 
wounded and Laken prisoners, and the fugi- 
tives driven across the Bag Mati. The 
firitis11 lost 3 killed and 28 wounded, 
amongst the latter, Lieutenant Boileau, who 
received a severe sabre cut in a personal con- 

0 
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test with tlie Subah whom he slew; Chunda 
Seekha Opadhia, the late wnkil of the 
Kajall, who had hken up his quarters a t  
Buhurwa, surrendered, and the contents of 
the docunients found in his possession, filllp 
revealed the designs of the Durbar, and 
proved the insincerity of all their protesta- 
tions as respects their desire that an arnica- 
ble adjustment sliould take place of the 
differences betweeu the States. I-Iad this last 
success been rapidly followed up, it is llot 
improbable that tlie valley of Mukwanpore 
mould have been occupied without opposi- 
tion, unfortunately, the General was ill-qua- 
lified for the conlmand of an army destined 
to act against an active and energetic foe, 
he delayed advancing mitil joined by his 
battering train, the golden opportunity was 
lost, and the Gorkhas, recovering from the 
alar~n caused by the rapidity of our previous 
movements, became enconraged to take the 
initiative, and to project enterprises against 
our outposts ; whilst eventually the success- 
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ful result bf their attacks upon Pursa and 
Suminmldpore, which were surprised and 
aln~ost utterly destroyed on the 1st of Ja- 
nuary, by orerwl~elmingforces of theenemy,* 
llatl so fatal 311 influence upon the nlind of 
tlte Geoeral, as colupletely to paralyze the 
operations of the division under his orders, 
and occasion-the total f'dure of cvery 
object of its forination. 

On the rcceipt of the intelligence of the 
defeat of the detachn~ents alluded to in the 
preceding paragraph, General Marley who 
was posted at  Lowtan, a centrical point about 
twenty-five miles distant from the scenes of 
disaster, instead of endeavouring, by some 
bold and vigorous movement, to restore con- 
fidence to his own troops and check the 
arrogance of the enemy, proceeded towards 
Bettilt, wvllere he effected his junction with 
the battering train, and afterwards marched 
about in different directions, apparently, 
without any definite purpose. This seeming 

The ensuallies numbered 381, inclulling 3 officcrs 
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pusillanimity on the part of tlie British 
emboldened the enemy; the whole of the 
Terai again fell into their hands and their 
incursions even extended into our teni-  
tories. General Marley, without waiting 
to be relieved, soon after, relinquished his 
comnland, wliicli devolvcd, in the first 
instance, upon Colonel Dick, and subse- 
quently upon Major General George Wood, 
but active operations were suspended aud 
tlie regiments composing the Division 
cantoned in position along the line of 
fiqontier fi.om the Gunduk to the Kousee, 
so as to protect t l ~ e  districts of Saivn and 
Tirhoot, and to present tlie lueans of spee- 
dily re-uniting at tlie return of tlie cold 
season, subsequent however, to the date, 
21st February, of General Wood's assuming 
charge, a party of Gorkhas were completely 
discomfited, with the loss of their Chief and 
a considerable number of men, by a small 
body of Irregular Cavalry, near Purserain ; 
several stockades were also destroyed. 
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The dest~vction of tlie detachnient at 
Pursa is an instance of the folly of despising 
an enemy, however co~itemptible he may 
appear, a maxim that cannot be too strongly 
impressed upon the mind of every Milita~y 
man. Tlic post was situated within the bend 
of an unforclable ntdlah, encircling a small 
fort, and merely required to be isolated by 
n trench, having a parapet raised above tlie 
inner slope, to render it alniost i~npregnable 
to a fbe unaided by skilful artillery. The offi- 
cer of Pioneers, who accompanied tlie party 
to point out the position to be occopied, offer- 
ed to throw up the necessary works, but the 
offer mas declined. The Gorlrhas coninienced 
their attack bcfore day-break, by setting 
fire to a village at  a short distance from tlie 
encampment, and which, I believe, contained 
coinmissariat supplies. Captain Sibley mov- 
ed forward with nearly his whole force, con- 
sisting of 310 infantry, 50 irregular cavah-y 
and 2 guns, and perhaps anticipated, coni- 
paratively speaking, an easy victory; but 

3 o 
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his troops, fro111 the glare of the burning 
huts, were fully exposed to the fire of the 
enemy, who were themselves sheltered by 
tlie gloom beyond. Wliilst the British were 
fillly engaged to the front, a body of 
Gorkhas passing round their left flank took 
possession of their strongliold, the Gurhee ; 
thus colnpletely surrounded, their position 
became untenable, and altllough they dis- 
played tlie greatest gallantry, they were 
soon overpowered, and obliged to cccct 
a retreat across the nullah, with the loss of 
their guns and three-fonrtl~s of their 
numbers. The defeat of the troops at 
Summundpore, which occurred on the sanie 
date, was effected almost m~der identical 
circumstances. Duriug the campaign a simi- 
lar attack, but with a different result, was 
made on a detachment in the Mol-ung; the 
OAicer in conunand, instead of advancing, 
took up a position in the rear, firing his 
tents as he retreated; on the Gorlihas rush- 
ing forward into the camp, they suffered 
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from a destructive fire poured in upon tlte~n 
froin allnost invisible enemies, and ere they 
could make al~angements for renewing tltc 
assault, their casualties were so numerous 
tliat they mere forced to seek safety in flight; 
on another ocoqsion also the Nepalese were 
defeated with g e n t  loss in a night attack 
made upon a picket of 50 men, tllrowvn out 
from a detachment at  Natplw on the Kousee, 
tlic Subadar in con~lnand had received 
instructions to retire on the lnaili body 
(about 2 miles in his rear) in the event of 
an assault being nlade on Itis position, Ile 
accordingly retreated in admirable order, 
finding thcinsclves foiled in their attempt 
to destroy his party, his opponents taunted 
h i n ~  wit11 cowardice, he replied that lte 
merely obeyed orders, aln~ost a t  that mo- 
inet~t the drum of the troops advancing 
to his support was heard, he in~mediately 
llalted and called out, My orders are now 
to tight, conie on if ye dare, tlie Gorlthas 
not expecting this resistance were defeated 
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and fled, lcaviug the road strewn wit11 tlieir 
dead. 

Tlte 2nd clivision asseu~bled at  Gorukll- 
pore on the 15th Sovcinber 1814, but, in con- 
scqueuce of the difficulty aud delay esperi- 
enced in procuring carriage aud bearers, ~ \~ : l s  

unable to advauce until a n~ucli later pcriod. 
Major General J. S. Wood, haling occnpi- 
ed tile Terai and u~adc suitable arr;lnge- 
meuts for its defence, proceeded to pene- 
trate tlte hills iu the direction of Bootwtd. 
Duru~g his march, l~owevcr, he received in- 
formation, wliicl~ ii~duced 1li111 to cliange the 
point of attack, and to resolve 011 forcing 
a pass to tlte westward, wllicli, he had r w -  
son to believe, would offer a favorable route 
into Palpa, and euable him to turu tlie 
forts by mliich the Bootwul pass was de- 
fended. On tlie 3rd January 1815, tlie 
maill body of tlie force moved to the at- 
tack of the redoubt at  Jeetgurh; a detach- 
ment, under the command of Major Comyn, 
being directed to turn tlie left of the ene- 
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~ny's  position. Instead of deboucliing upoil 
a plain in front of tlic work as tlie Rlajor 
General had beell led to expect, the troops 
fotuld tlleinselves exposed to a heavy fire 
froni tlie stoclcnde, before it was discovered ; 
altl~ougll the utmost gallantly was display- 
ed, and the Gorkhas to tlic riglit of tlie 
redoubt driven back, with the loss of tl~cir 
Chief, by the grenadiers, licaded by a coin- 
pany of H. Rl.'s 17th Regiment; perceiving 
that the work itself wvas comniandcd a 
hill immediately in its rear, and tl~erefore, 
if taken, must prove untenable, whilst the 
f i e ,  in every diwection, was extremely galling 
fro111 p i t i e s  concealed by tlie trees, the Ge- 
~leral was of opinion, that no object would be 
gziried by tlie further exposure of liis men, 
and a considerable loss having been already 
sustained, ordered a retreat, ~vl~icli appears 
to have been conducted with regularity; 
some a~nnlunition was, however, lost, owing 
to the majority of tlie bearers having 
tlirown down their loads. The treaclierous 



guide, by whom the General llad been mis- 
led, took advantage of the conf~~sion to 
makc his escape tlirougli the jungle. After 
this unsuccessf~d enterprise, in wliicli our 

cas~~altics Iverc twenty-four ldlled ant1 one 
hundred and ten wounded, General Wood 
tunled his attention to a pass to the cast- 
ward of Bootwul, which lie (lid not, how- 
ever, deen~ it advisable to attctnpt in the 
face of the considerable force with which 
he conceived the enenly mould oppose him ; 
he accordingly moved in a westwardly 
direction, with the espectation of being able 
to enter tlle hills a t  Toolseepore; but hear- 
ing that the Gorkhas, consequent on the ab- 

sence of his Division, had made illroads into 
the Company's territories and were plml- 
dering the country, and even menacing 
Gorukhpore, he determined to retrace his 
steps, and, reliuquishing offensive operations, 
to limit his views to the protection of our 
o m  frontier, and the destruction of the 
crops and villages in the Terai, so as to pre- 
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vent the cnenly deriving any benefit from 
thcm during the ensuing campaign. Sick- 
ness shortly after broke out amongst his 
troops, and on the Gtl~ of May, 11e was 
under the necessity of breaking up his 
force, which returned to cantonments. 

Thc conduct of General Wood, in adopt- 
ing, after his first repulse, a systeu~ pnrely 
defensive, does not appear to have n ~ c t  
wit11 the approbation of the Governor 
Gencml, who was naturally dceply disap- 
pointed at  the complete frustration of the 
design, for the accomplishn~ent of which, 
this division had been appointed. 

T l ~ c  campaign, on the part of the 3rd Di- 
vision, conunenccd by the seizure of the 
Timlcy Pass, on the 20th October 1814, by 
Lieutenant Colonel Carpenter, who had been 
detacl~ed for that purpose by Major General 
Gillespic. On the 24t11, tlle main body en- 
tered the Dl~oon by the Iieree Pass, and 
ninrcl~ed on Kalunga, while detachn~ents 
occupicd the passes and ferries of tlie 
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J~unna, and on tlie sanle day tlie fort of Iia- 
lunga was eloscly reconnoitred by Colonel 
Mawbey, cominancli~~g the advancc. Find- 
ing it unassailable by tlle means at his dis- 
posal, he relii~quished the design of carrying 
it by n coup de main, and awaited the allival 
of I-Icad CJuarters. On tlie 30tl1, under tlie 
imniedintc orders of General Gillespie, tlie 
forcc, formed in fow colnnms, connuanded 
rcsl)cctircly, by Lieutenant Colol~cl Calpen- 
ter, Alajor Shelly, and Caphius Fast and 
Canipbell, wit11 a reserve under Major 
Lncllow, moved to the attack. The colun~ns 
were directed to advance from different 
points, tlie signal being a gun fired from 
the batteries, and repcated from the camp 
below ; unfortunately, this signal was not 
lieard either by Major Shelly or Captains 
Fast and Campbell, and the column under 
Lieutenant Colonel Carpenter, with the re- 
serve, alone moved folward, and carried in 
a gallant manner the stockades tl~roml 
across the road leading to the fort, pushing 
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on close to the walls; here they were driven 
back, and forced to take shelter in a village 
between the first stockade and the fortress, 
where they were re-enforced by three corn- 
panics of H. hl.'s 53rd Foot, and, led by the 
Gcnernl in person, again advanced to the 
attack, but mere again repulsed, after tliree 
successive assaults; in the last, General 
Gillespie, whilst most nobly cheering on his 
men, when within thirty yards of the p t e ,  
received a mol-tnl wound, and fell, sincerely 
and deeply lamented by the whole army. Our 
casualties on this occasion were numerous, 
no less than 225, of whom 20 were officers. 

On the failure of this attack, in conse- 
quence of the thick jungle in the vicinity 
of Kalunga rendering it undesirable as a 
place of encampment, Colonel Maxbey, 
wlio succeeded to the command, fell back on 
Dehml~, about a mile and a half distant, 
and employed himself in endeavouring to 
cut off the enemy's supplies of water and 
provisions, until re-enforced by a battering 

P 
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train from Delhi, on the arrival of which, he 
resumed his old position, and invested the 
fort. On the 27th November, a practicable 
breach having been reported by the officers 
in charge of the Engineer and Artillery 
depa~t~uents, a column, consisting of the 
Grenadiers of the whole force, with a Batta- 
lion Company of H. Jl. 's 5 3 4  covered by 
the Light Company of the same Regiment, 
and sn~pol-tecl by the troops in thc trenches, 
advanced to the assault ; most injudiciously, 
the stonning party were directed to proceed 
n-it11 unloaded muskets, and to tnlst entirely 
to the bayonet, and their defeat adds one 
more to the many instances, (in our o!vn army, 
Wllitelock's capitulation at  Buenos Xyres,) 
which have shown the folly of converting 
the fire arnl into a mere lance, and depriv- 
ing the soldier, not only of its full use, but 
of the confidence, which the possession of a 
loaded musket must always inspire. Wlleil 
they reached the head of the breach, they 
iound their further progress barred by a 
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steep descent, f ~ ~ r t h e r  protected by pointed 
stakes planted along the bottom, whilst they 
were u a b l e  to  reply to the sllowers of 
stones, spears, arrows and musketry-fire 
poured in upon them from every direction. 
With regard to tlle conduct of a, portion of 
the column, doubts have arisen, but it is 
certain, that it met with the most strenuous 
opposition on the part of theGor1dlas; in 
fi~ct, nothing could exceed the devotion and 
gallantry they displayed. Every effort made 
by the British proved of no avail, and after 
exposure for two hours to a most galling fire, 
they were obliged to retire, wit11 the heavy 
loss of 483 men, iucluding 11 officers, killed 
and wounded. 

On the morning of the 30th November, 
the renlnaut of the garrison, 70 men, eva- 
cuated the fort, and, with their able com- 
mander, Bulbuddhur Sing, succeeded in 
forniing a junction with a re-enforcement of 
about 400 men, and effecting a retreat to the 
adjacent hills, altllough closely pursued, 
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and sufferiug some loss from a detachmeat 
coinlllandcd by Major Ludlom, who dis- 
played great judgment and gallantry in 
conducting the pursuit, which was not, how- 
ever, prosecuted witl~out casualties ; three 
officers, Captain Burke and Ensigns Turner 
and Richmond, and 16 men bcing wounded 
in this affair, in which the sepoys are re- 
ported to have behaved with great gallantry. 
lien the British took posscssioll of the 
fort, the scene of slaughter which every- 
where met the eye, fully proved the devot- 
ed courage and determined bravery which 
had been exhibited by the Gorkhas, and 
established the claim of the defenders of 
Kalunga to the unqualified esteem and ad- 
miration of every true soldier. 

The British force pushed on towards 
Nahun, and, whilst in progress, was joined 
by Major General Martindell, who assumed 
the command. Having occupied Nahun, and 
established mag~zines and dep6ts there, the 
Major General projected a conlbined move- 
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~nent, with the view of seizing two imporhnt 
positions, situated respectively on the west- 
ern and eastern sides of the fort of Jyetuk, 
con~manded by Runjore Sing Tlixpa, by 
which means he expected to be able to cut 
off the enemy fiom their principal watering 
places, and to intercept their communica- 
tions with the surrounding country, whence 
they drew their supplies. Two detach- 
ments were accordingly formed, under 
the command of Majors Ludlow and Ri- 
chards ; the latter, after a htiguing march, 
by a circuitous route, reached his desti- 
nation on the morning of the 27th De- 
cember, and seized the position he mas 
ordered to occupy. Major Ludlow, with his 
column, advanced on the same mo~ning to 
the destined point of attack on the west side 
of the fort, and, after repulsing the party of 
Gorkllas opposed to him, and driving them 
froin height to height to a stockaded posi- 
tion in their rear, unfortunately failed in 
a11 attempt to carry the stockade, and, tile 
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ci~emy rallying and renewing the contest, 
our troops were compelled to retire wit11 
considerable loss. The miscarriage of t l ~ e  
attack conducted by Major Ludlow, induced 
General hfartindell, to send orders to Major 
Richards to return to camp, vacating the 
post; in which during the whole day, he 

had with the utnlost resolution, sustained 
the repeated and vigorous assaults of the 
enemy, who was endled, afier Major 
Ludlow's defeat, to turn his whole force 
against the otl~er detachment. At tlie close 
of the day, after the whole of his amn~mii- 
tion was expended, and the troops had been 
obliged to employ even stones in their 
defence, Major Richards received the orders 
to retire, wliicli were executed under cover 
of a gallant cliarge made by the Light 
Company of the first Battalion of the 26th 
regiment, under Lieutenant Thackeray. A 
retreat by night through an unknown and 
difficult country, and iu the face of an enemy 
flushed with success, was necessarily attend- 
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ed \\it11 much confusion and heavy loss. 
Major Ludlow ascribed his failure nlail~ly 
to the b;~kwardness of a part of his 
battaliou, but with Major Richards' divi- 
sion, the utmost zeal and bravery mils 

evinced by all the troops. Our casualtic~s 
on this date a~uounted to 441, includi~lg 11 

officers. 
In  consequence of the unsuccessful result 

of these operations, nothing fmther was 
attempted by Major General RIa~tindell 
until the arrival of re-enforcements early in 
February; he then took possession of an 
advanced position in front of Nahun, and 
opposite to the enemy's principal stockade, 
which he determined to breach by the fire 
from a battery, erected on the point thus 
gained, with the view of subsequently 
carrying it by assault; however, after it 
had been levelled to the ground, he cori- 
ccived that the attack could not be at- 
tempted with a prospect of success, and 
consequently determined to relinquish active 
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operations against the fort, and to effect 
its reduction by blockade. 

In pursuance of this plan General 31artin- 
dell, after some days, detached a force, nnder 
the comnland of Rlajor Richards, to occupy 
a position on the eastern side of tlie fort, 
near to the post he had seized on the 27th 
Kovember, in order to intercept the enen~y's 
co~nrnunicatio~ls with the country in that 
direction. Major Richards on his approach 
to this position encountered a body of the 
enen~y's troops, which had been sent to 
oppose him, and after a sharp and gallant 
action, routed the Gorlihas, and pursued 
tlle~n from height to height with consider- 
able loss; the commander of the enemy's 
party, and several other plisoners, falling 
into his hands. Major General Martindell 
successively occupied other positions on 
different sides of the fort, and gradually 
effected, in a great degee, the purpose of 
straitening the enemy, and cutting off his 
supplies, <and there is 110 reason to doubt, 
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that he would have ultimately compelled 
hiill to submit, but in the nleantime a n g o -  
tiation ensued between General Ochterlony 
and the Nepalese commander, Ummur Sing 
Thapa, and, under the terins of the capi- 
tulation then agreed to, Jyetuk was sur- 
rendered to the British force. 

The p e a t  error coninlitted by Genernl 
Afartindell, and for which his conduct was 
animadverted on by the Governor General, 
was, the spirit of vacillation he displayed 
in carrying out the measures he determined 
to adopt, and Ius plans, therefore, although 
well conceived, in general, owed their ill 
success solely to the want of determination 
and energy with which they were put into 
execution. 

The 4th Division, as already mentioned, 
was formed from the regiments stationed 
within the Sirhind district, and consisted 
alinost entirely of Native troops. This di- 
vision penetrated the liills in the direction 
of Xala Gurh, and on the 4th Novetnber 
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opened batteries against tliat fort, wliicli, 
with its dependency of Taragurh, surren- 
dered tlie following day. The casualties in 
tlie besieging force only amounted to 7. 
After establishing dep8ts s t  Nala Gurll, Ge- 
neral Ochterlony advanced to Ram,wh, and 
on tlie 26th Novenlber a sharp affair took 
place, hi which a reconnoitriilg paity \\,as 
driven back by the Gorklias, wit11 tlie loss 
of 1 officer killed and 75 men killcd and 
woundcd. 

Finding tlie works occupied by the Gor- 
khas utterly iuaccessible in front, the Ge- 
neral uloved to their rear, ~vliere he took 
up a secure position, and applied himself 
to intercepting tlle enemy's commnnications 
wit11 the country and preparing for the 
attack. 

The rugged nature of tlie country, and 
the difficdty of inaking a road passable 
even for elepl~ants, with the consequent im- 
pediments to tlie transportation of ordnance 
and stores, rendered this movement, tliougli 
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uno~posed, one of uncomnlon labor. On 
xrriving at  the new ground, a spot was 
selected, fro111 which it was supposed that 
the guns might be brought to hear 11po11 
the enemy's stockades. The battery, how- 
ever, when erected, proved too d i s h ~ ~ t ,  
and in reconnoitring the ground, in order 
to choose a more advanced position, the 
skirmish alluded to in a fornler paragraph, 
occurred. 

On the 27th December, the Pivision was 
re-enforced by the ar~ival  of the second 
Battalion of the 7th regiment N. I. and the 
18-pounders, and, on the same evening, as 
soon as it was dark, the reserve, under 
Lieut.-Colonel Thoinson, moved to attack a 

chosen point in the enerny's position, which, 
after a march of excessive fatigue and diffi- 
culty, it reached on the morning of the 28th. 
Having established liin~self on the iidge, 
OII which was the work intended to be 
forced, the Lieut.-Colonel found it neces- 
silry to employ Artillery against it, arid his 
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field pieces accordingly played upon it, but 
~vithout much success, during the day. 
Early next morning he was attacked in his 
013-11 position by the enemy in consider- 
able force, they were completely repulsed, 
and imnlediately afterwards abandoned the 
stockade, which was taken possession of by 
our troops. The object of this movement 
was to effect a lodgment on the ridge be- 
t\veen the principal position of the enemy 
;ind Belaspore, so as to cut off his commu- 
nications in that qu'wter ; this, hon~ever, was 
not pined, as the Gorkhas, perceiving the 
design, frustrated it, by suddenly evacunt- 
iilg all their positions to the left of Ram- 
gurh, and taking up new ground on the 
opposite side of the fort, which, by a change 
of tiqont, was still on their right. 

Major General Ochterlony continued to 
keep his attention fixed on the means of in- 
tercepting the enemy's supplies, and espe- 
cially of destroying his direct communica- 
tions with Belaspore, whence they were 
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chiefly drawn. In accordance with this plan, 
11c marched witli tlle reserve Division, on tlie 
16th of January, across the Gumber river 
to a point on the road to Irkee and near 
the southern extremity of the Rlalown miigc, 
Iiavi~lg previously detached a strorig body 
of irregulars under Lieutenant Ross, of the 
6th regiment, by a circuitous route, witli 
directions to take up a position on the 
licights above 13clnspore, and leal-ing 1,ieut.- 
Colonel Cooper with a battalion and the 
battering guns strongly stockadecl on the 
old ground at  Kher. The result of' this 
nlanauvre was, to compel Ummur Sing* to 

* This rererse docs not appear to have in any way dis- 
pirited this able commander, for on the 2nd March he 
addressed the following remarkable letter to the Rajah of 
Kepd :- 

Frmtb Umtner Silq, and his a m  R a n ~  Dnap and Urjun T l q a ,  
ro r L  Rajnk of Nepal, d a t d  Raj Guvh, Y ~ r d  March 1815. 

A copy of your letter of the 23rd December, nddressed to 
Runjorc Sing, under the red sed, woa sent by the latter to me, 
who hare received it with every tokcn oC respect. I t  w a s  to tho 
following purport: The capture of Nda Panee by the enemy hoe 
been can,uiunicuted to me from Gurhwnl n~rd  Xurnnon, ea also the 



l ' i G  ROUGH NOTES OX TIIF: 

quit his position and march to Alalown 
with his wliole force, wit11 the exception of 

iatelligenre of his having wembled his force and marched to 
Nnlhun. Ile nor occupies tole whole country from Berm Pum 
to Subturn hluhotree. hly army nlro is srrrrtly posted in ror iou  
plscea in the jungles of the mountoirls. I n  ormy under n Gene- 
ml hus nrrived in Goruckpore from Pnlpa; end mother detnch- 
ment hh9 renched the borders of Becjnpore. I have hr lher  heurd, 
that 8 Geneml Onicer hos set out from Cnlcutta to create more 
disturbance. For lhe snke of o few lriflinp objeots, some interme- 
diate Agents hnre destro~ed the mutual harmony, and war ia 
~rugi~ng for and wide. All this you know. You aught to send nn 
Embmy to conciliate the English, otherwise the cause is lost. 
The enemy, after making immeuse prepumtions, hnre begun the 
war, and unless grest conressions we mnda, they will not listen 
to terms. To restore tlle relations of amity by eancesion is good 
mud proper. For this purpose, it is fit, in the fimt place, to cede 
to the enemy the department8 of Bwtwul. Pnlpa, orld Sheomj, 
dready wttled by the Commissioners, and the disputed tracts 
towards Barn .  If this be inautlicient to re-esmblish harmoug, 
we ought to nbnndon the whole of the Termie, the Uhoon and the 
Lowlaoda; and if the English are still diaratisfied, on nccount of 

not obtnininp posseasion of n portion of (he mountains, you en 
herewith authorized to give up, d o n g  with rhe Dhoan, theeaunhy 
os far os the Sutleje. Do whatever mny be practicable to restore 
the relations of pence and amity, and be nasured of my npproba- 
tion and assent. If  thesemeans be uneuccessful, it will be verg 
dinicult to preaene the in tep i ty  of my dotuinions from Khunka 

lrishta to the Sutlcje. I f  the enomy once obtain a footing in the 
centre of our territory, both extremities wiU be thrown into dia- 

order. If  you cnn retire with your army nnd Military stores, ao 
as lo pursue nny other plan of operations that mny ~fterlrlnrds 

appear elirible, it will be advisrrble. On this mecount, you auglht 
irntx~rudivtcly to etiect a ju~~el iou  with all the other Olhcem in t l ~ e  
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s~uall gxrisons left iu the forts on tlie 
Ramgurh ridge. The stockades thus evn- 

western r w i w ,  and retire to that  pnrt of our territory which 
(including d in your rear as ler as Nepal) you may tlrink yourself 
enpable of retaining. These are your orders. I n  the first plow, 
after the immense preprations of the enemy, he will not be sntir- 
Bed m t h  these eoocesiona ; or if  he should accept of our t e r m ,  
he ron ld  serve as ns he did Tippoo, fmnl whom he first 
swepted o l  nu indenluificution of six crores of rupecs in 
mumy nnd territory, nnd nftenvsrds wrested from him his whole 
country. If we were to cede to him so much country he would 
excite onother dishlrbance a t  a fuhlre opporhulity, u d  seek to 
mea t  from us other provinces. Hn\.ing lost so much territory, wo 
should be unable tomnintnin our army on ite present looting; and 
our alilitnrg force being once reduced, what means should we hnve 
left to defendour eastern possessions? While me relojn Beshehur. 
( i a r h a d  is secure: if the former be abandoned, the Bhatcree of 
llawnnee will cerlainly betray us. The English having thus acquir- 
cd theDhoon and Rewnnee, itwill be impossible for us to maintain 
Ourhwsl; rind being deprived o l  the Intrer, Knmaoo snd  Uootee 
will also be lost tous. After the seizursol'these prorillcer, Achnm, 
Joomba Dooloo, Duelekh will bc wrested fro", us in succeesion. 
You say, thuc o proelomation l ~ a a  been issued to the inhobitanta of 
the eastern Kurats. I l  they have joined the enemy, the other 
KumLs will do  so likewise; and then the country, rromDood Koosi 
on the etwt, to Bheri on the west, cannot long be retnined. Having 
lost our dominions, what is to hecome of our great  Military estnb- 
lislmnent? When our power is once reduced, we s i ~ a u  have another 
Kaon's Mimion, under pretence o l  concluding o treaty of alliance 
and friendship, end founding commercinl establisl~menla. I f  we 
decline recciviug their mission, they will insist; uud if rve arc una- 
blo to appose farro, und desire them to came unnecompanied wit11 
hoops, they \pill not comply. They will begin by introducinq a 
compuny, u buttulion will soon ~ l i e r  Lllow, uud nt length un army 

2 Q 
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cuated were seized by a Brigade under 
Colol~el A r ~ ~ o l d ,  who afterwards, i l l  spite 

will be w m b l e d  for the sul?ju,rmtion of Nepnl. Thus you tl~ink,tliat 
if. for the present, the lowlands, tile Dhoon, nnd the country to the 
Sutleje wcre cadcd to t l~cm,  tiley would cense to cntcrtnin d e s i p s  
tqmn the other Provinces of Stpnl. Do ltol t ~ u s t  them. They who 
rounwlled you to rccrire the mission of Knor,  nnd permit the 
estoblisl~rncnt of n commercinl filctory, will usaqi the G o r e m m ~ n t  
of Xepnl. \Vith r e p r d  to the conccssions now proposed, if you 
hnd, in the first instance, determined u p n  n pncifie line of con- 
duct, and ngrecd to restore Ule depnrtments of Booln-d nrld 
Sheorn,j, m asdjusled by the Commiesio~ters, the present contest 
~ ~ ~ i g l z t  hnve been avoided. n u t  you could not supprem your 
nvnrire rind desire Lu retnin these places; nnd having murdered 
tlte revenue oklicer, n commotion arose, nnd wnr was wnged Ibr 
trifles. At Jyetuek we hove gained n victory over the enemy. I f  
I suceccd ngnuinst Ochterlany, ~d Runjore Sing with Juspoo 
Thopn and his ORicen prevnil nt  Jyetuck, Runjset Sing will rise 
wpinst  the enemy, in conjunction with the Seikhs. My nnny 
r i l l  make n descent into the plaias, uud o w  forces, crossing 
the Jumna from two different quarters, will recorer poseession 
of the Dhoon. When we reach liurdwnr, the Nawsub of Luck. 
now nlny be expected to tnke n pnrt in the cnuse, nnd on his 
nceerrrion to the generul coolition, we mny consider ourselves 
secure as 6 ~ r  os Kbunka. Relying on your fortune, I trust that 
Bulbudder Koon nnd Rewunt Knjee will soon reenforce the p r r i -  
sol) of Jyctuek; and I hope ere long to send Punt Knjee wit11 e i ~ h t  
eampnnies, when the forces there will be very strong. The troops 
sent by yo11 ore o r r i v i n ~  every dny; and \\-hen they will come up, 
I hope we shnll succeed both here mld nt Jyetuck. 

Wrmerly, when the English endeavoured to penetrnte to Sindoo- 
lee, they continued for two years in posseasion of Barrn P I I ~  nnd 
hlithntree; but when you conquered Nepnl, they ivcre eitltcr 
destroyed by your force, or fell r i r r i~ns  to t l ~ e c l i ~ n l r ,  srirlr the 
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of the iuclernency of the weather, which 
occasioned some delay in the execution of 

exccption of a few only, who abandoned the plnca. Orders should 
now be given to d l  your oEicers to deend Choundindo and 
Choundund in Beejapore, the two Kurah and the ridge of Nn- 
hsbbarut. Suffer the enemy to retain the lowlands Corn couple of 
years; mensuresum dtemruds  be tnkcn to expel them. Lnnds 
hnsferrcd under a written agreement cannot again be resumed ; 
but if they have been taken by force, force may be employed to 
recorer them. ~ e l t r  nothing, eren though the Seikha should not 
join us. Sbould you succeed now in bringing our diEerences to nn 
amiable termination, by the cessionof territory, the enemy in the 
course of a few years would take possession of Nep~l ,  ns he did 
the country of Tippoo. The present is, therefore, not the time for 
treaty and eonciliation. These expedients shoul,l hare been odopt- 
ed before the murder or the revenue oficer, or muat be postponed 
till victory s h d  crown cur efforts. If  they will then aecedc m 
the terms which I shall propose, i t  is well : if not, i t  will be my 
business, with the Cavor oC God, and your fortune nnd country, to 
preseme the integrity of my country from Khunka to the Sutleje. 
a t  me entreat you, therefore, never to make pence. Formerly, 
when some individuals urged the adoption oC a treaty of peacs 
and commerce, I refused my m e n t  to that meoaurc; nnd I r i l l  
not now suffer the honour of my Prince to be sullied by concession 
and submiasion. I f  you ore determined on this step, beatow the 
humiliating office on him who first advised it :  but ior me, call me 
to your presence. I am old, and only desire once more to kiss 
your feet. I can recollect the time rvhcn the Gorkhn m y  did 
not exceed twelve thousnnd men. Through the Cnvor of heaven, 
and the renown of your forefmhers, your territory was extended 
to the confines of Khunkn an the enat. Under the auspices oC 
your Cather we aubjugnted Kmmnon, and through your fortlule we 
hove pusllcd our conqueata to the Sutleje. Pour generntiooe hare 
been employed in the ocqulsition of all tbis dignity and dominion. 

3 Q 
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the movement, marchcd to Ruttungurh, 
thus commanding the principal line of com- 

At Nala Panee, Bulbudder cut up three or four thousand of 
the enemy: nt Jyetuck, Runjore Sing with his officers overthrew 
three battnlions. In thia p l m  I am surrounded and daily fighting 
witl, the euenly and look forward with confidence to victory. All 
the inhabitants and Chiefs of the country hare joined the enemy. 
I must p i n  two or three victories before I can occomplisll the 
object I have ia view of nttaehiog Runjeet Sing to, our cour .  On 
his aacassian nnd oner the adranee of the Seikhs nnd Gorkhrs 
toworda the Jumna, Ute Chiefs of the Drcean may h expected to 
joiu the conlition, ns also the Nenoub of Lucknow and the Salih 
Ilnmee Seudlr. Then a l l  be the tin). for us  to drive out rbc 
enemy, and recover p ~ i o n  of the low countries of Polpn m rar 
na Ueejopre. If  we succeed inregaining these, we can ortempt 
further conquests in the plnina. There has been no fighting in 
your quarter yet. The Cl~oundinde mid Chounduud of Beejnpore, 
os fnr na the ridge of Nnhnbhnrut and Selleanah, should be well 
defeuded. Countries ncquired iu four pnemtioos under the n d  
ministrntion 01 the Thapas, should not be nhnudoned, for the psr- 
pose of bringing mutters to on w i m b l e  ndjustment, without deep 
and serious reflection. If we ,re victorious in the war we cnn rssily 
odjust our ditl'erences; nnd if we ore defented, denth is profemble 
to reconeilintion ou ltuoliliating terms. \Vhen the Chiucse nruiy 
ievnded Nepal, we implored the mercy of Heaven, by offering8 to 
the Urnhmina,nnd the perfonnmlce of religious ceremonies; rind 
throuqh the favor of one, nnd the intcracsviun of t l ~ e  other, we suc- 
ceeded in repulsing tlle enemy. Ever since you confiscated the 
Jngirs of the Bmhmins, thousrmds hnve been in dishcss and 
povtlrly. Promises were given, that they slrould be restored 011 the 
capture of Knngrn, and orders to this etiect under the rod scsl, 
were addressed to lne ond Nyo Sing l'hapa. We failed, Irowever, 
in that ohject, and now there is nu utiiveml eomniatiou; you 

ougl~t,  berefore, to w u l l r l e  tlle Bluhalilld, and promise to restore 
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~ ~ l u l i i c n t i o n  between A1:~lown and Cclas- 
pore. Lieutena~lt Ross dso  took up the 

to then1 their londs nnd property, in the event of your conquering 
and expelling the Euglish. By these meals, many tl~ousand res- 
pecbble Rrnhnuns will put up their prayers for our protection, rind 
the enemy will be drirev forth. Hy the pmcticn of ehority the 
territory ncquired in four generntions mny he preserved, nad 
through the faror of God, our power nnd dominion ntny be still 
further extended. By the extension of terrifory, cur hIilitnry 
estsblishment may be mnintnined on its present foating, mrl even 
increased. The numerous countrieswhich you propaso to cede to 
the enemy yielded n rercaue equnl to the mmintenmce of ne ormy 

offour thoumnd men, null K n n p m i g h t  have been captured. By 
thecession of these provinces, the fenr OF your nttnlo and the splen- 
dour of your Court will no longer remain. By (Ite cnpturc of 
Knngm your nnme would hnve been re~~dered Formidnble; but 
though that hns uot happenell, n powerful impression has never- 
thelehs been mndcon the peopleof the plaina, by lhe extension ofour 
eonquestto the Sutleje. To effect n reconcilintion by the cession of 
thecauntry to the rvestoftheJumua, would give rise to tlle idea thnt 
the Gorkhns were unable to oppose the English, wauld lower the 
dignity of your nmna in the plains, ond cause n reduction i s  your 
army to rhc extent of four thousand men. The enemy will, there- 
fore, acquire possession of Deshehur, mid after that the conquest 
of Gurhwnl will be easy: nor will i t  be possible, i l l  chnt e m ,  for 
us to retnin Kutnr~on; and with it  we must lose Dootee, Acham, 
and Joambn. IIe mny be expected to penetrnte even to Dhoree. 
If 'he Ilnglish once estsbliah themselves firmly in possession of 
n part of the hills, we should be unable to drive them out. The 
countries rnwnrds the Sutleje should be obstinately defended : the 
:~bnndo~ts~ent of the disputed trncts in the plains is R l e e r  evil. 
The possession of thc former presenes to us n road to further 
conquests. You ought, tl~erefore, to direct Goomo Hunpnth  
Pundit sxrd Dulbllunjur Pandre la give up the disputed lotxds of 
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positioil assigned him, after clefeating a 

body of the Belaspore troops. The suc- 

Dootwul, Sheomj, nnd the bent?-two r i l l n p  in the vicinity of 
Bnrm, and, if possible, brinx our differelreed to a termination. To 
this step I hnre no objections, nod shnll feel no animosity to those 
who may perform the service. I must, however, declore n decided 
enmity to such ae, in bringinx about n reeoneili~rtion with the 
English, consult only their own interests, and forget their duty 
to you. 

I l  they nil1 not accept the terms, wllnt hnre r e  to fear? The 
E n ~ l i s h  nttempted to ulke Bhur tprc  by storm: but the Rnjnh 
Runjcet Sing destroyed a European regiment and a bnttnlion of 
sepoys. To the present dny they hnre not ventured to meddle 
with Bhurtpore, and one fort has sutliced to check their progress. 
I u  thc low country o l  Dhurmn (perhnp~ Bl~urmn) they estnblished 
their auulority ; but the Rnjnh ocertlrrew their army, and captured 
all their artillery and stores, nnd now coutinues in the quiet 
possesion of his dominions. Our protiers ofpenoc ond reeoncilin- 
tian will be interpreted ho the result of f a r ,  and i t  would be 
absurd to e x p e t  thnt the enemy r i l l  respect n lrcnty concluded 
under such circumstances. Therefore, let us confide our fortunes 
to our swords, and by boldly opposing the enemy, compel him to 
remain within his own territory; or i i  he should eoutinue to nd- 
vanee, stung with shnme nt the iden of retrenting niter his im- 
mense prepnmtians, we cnn then give up the lands in dispute nnd 
ndjust our differences. Suel~, however, is the Pme mnd terror of 
our swords, that Bulbudder, with a nominnl force o f  six hundred 
men, but senrcely omountinp to five hundred, deslroyed an WmJ 
of three or four thousnnd English. His tome consisted of the old 
Gorkha and Burukh companies (which were only portly composed 
of the inhnbitonts of our ancient kingdom), and of the people of 
the countries from Bberi to Gurhwnl, and with these he 
deetmyed one battalion end crippled and repuled another. 
My army is similnrly composed; neverthelese, d l  descriptions 



ccssive reduction of the forts on tlie Run- 
gurli range was yet to be a c c o i n p l i s h e d ;  tl~is 

nrr eorcr to meet the enemy. In  your quarter you are aurrounded 
11y the veterans of our nrmy, nnd therefore cannot spprellend deser- 
tions n m o q  tllam: you have also on immense militin and mnny 
Jnaidnrs,  wlro will f i ~ l l t  for their own honor and interests. .kwrn- 
b l i n ~  tilc nlilitin of Llie low lnnda and fightingin the plains is iln- 

polilie: call them into thellills nnd cut them up by detnil. (A 
passage here, the sense o f ~ r l ~ i r l ~  cnt~~not be discovered.) The enemy 
is proud and flushed with sueees, and l l u  raduecd uuder his sub- 
jection 1111 the westen) zentindors, the Ilrtnohs m,d Rnjahr of Kor- 
nnnlond the Takhoontr, nnd will keep pence with no one. Ho!rerer 
>~~jrdulriee ia no[I~ing. I will direct Rnln Doss to propose to Grneml 
Oellrerlony the obnndax~rnent on our pnrt of the disputed I ~ l d s ,  rind 
will for~r t~nl  to )-01, the nsswer wl~ic l~  he nlny receive. ,111 the 
lfujsl~s, llaunlls nncl Tokllwme hnre joined tile enemy, nnd I nrn 
au~~roundad. Xe\.ertl~ele~a lve SIIUU figlit utd conquer; nnd nll my 
officers 11ur.e tnket~ the snme resolulian. The P u ~ ~ d i t s  hove pro- 
tlouneed the month of Bgsmk as particularly nuspieious for the 
Gorkl~h~,  rind by selecting a forluonte dny we shall s~zrelyeonquer. 
I am desirous o f e n p g i n g  the enemy slowly lrnd witit mutian, but 
cannot minloge it, Ule English being dnnys  in o despemte hurry 
ta fight. I hope, however, to be nbla to delny the bnttlc U11 Bysock, 
when I will cl~oose n fnroruble opportunity to fight tllem. When 
we sllnll hove driven the enemy Cmrn hence, either Runjore Sing 
or ~nysell, nccording to your wishes, will repnir to your presence. 
111 the prment crisis it is very arlvisnble to write to the Emperor of 
Cllinil, to the Lnmo of Lnssn, and to the other Lomns; nnd far this 
~'urpose I beg tosubmit the enclosed draft of n letter. to their nd- 
dress; I ~ I I Y  errom in it will, I m ~ t ,  be forgiven by you, uud I ear- 
~ ~ e s t l y  recomn~end thnt you lose no time in aendingn petition to 
the Emperor of Cl~i~rn  and n l e t ~ e r  to the Lams. 

In  lllis lellcr Ihe OorWloo am styled Lllbutui~s "nd deycndanls 01 tltr 
E~nperor uf Chisu. 
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operation, 11-liich was one of considerable 
difficulty, owing to tlie nature of the coun- 
try, occupied a period of about six weeks 
of incessant exertion, and it was not until 
t.lie 1st of April tliat Lieut.-Col. Cooper's 
detachment, to \vliom tlie duty had been 
allotted, was placed in its appointed posi- 
tion before Malown. Posts were now esta- 
blished commantling all tlie avenues leading 
to Uniniur Sing's line of works, by wliicll he 
was nlucli straitened. In condocting these 
operations, a clieclr mas experienced by a 
body of irregulars occupying a strongly 
stockaded post, a sally was made by the 
Gorkhas, aud this party being found off its 
guard, suffered severely, and the stockades 
were destroyed; the disaster was, however, 
soon repaired. On the 14th and 15th of 
April, a colnbincd attack was concerted 
on the enemy's chain of positions, which 
was carried into effect with the most corn- 
plete success, the line being penetrated in 
several points. On the morning of the 16t11, 
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a desperate assault was nlade by the whole 
of the Gorkha forcc, headed by their princi- 
pal Commanders, Ummur Sing and Bhugtie 
Tliapa, on the post occupied by the reserve, 
in which they were repulsed with consider- 
able loss ; the latter Sirdar being amongst 
the slain. Aftcr this defeat they concen- 
trated their troops in &lalolvn, and the de- 
tached works forming a part of its defences. 
The fighting during the 15th and lGth 
was most severe and the British casualties 
were numerous, 64 killed and 292 mound- 

ed, including amongst the former, 2, and 
the latter, 4 officers. I t  was on this occa- 
sion that an instance of intrepid gallantry 
was displayed by Lieutenant Cartwright, 
of the artillery, who, when the desperate 
perseverance of the ellenly had left him wit11 
only one Inan unwounded, with that one 
nlan continued to serve liis gun. 

The effects of tliis success were soon ob- 
served in the increasing distress of the 
encniy, and in numerous desertions which 



evinced tlie depression of spirits s~fiered by 
the garrison, approaches were now pushed 
forw~ard against the fort, and possession ha\.- 
ing been obtained of one of tlie ~utworlis, the 
wl~ole of the remniudcr were abaiidoncd by 
their defenders, n-ho canle over in a body to 
the British camp, leaving Unlmur Sing con- 
fined to liis strongl~old, with a garrison re- 
duced to about two Iiuudred men, but all tlle 
out\\-orks, stockades and redoubts having 
been occupied by our troops, his surrender 
becanle inevitable, negotiations ensued, in 
the course of wllich, however, no relasa- 
tion occtu~ed in tlle preparations for bat- 
tering tlle fortress, and on the 15th of May, 
the Gorklia commander, afier having, 
throughout tlle campaign, shewn tlie utmost 
gallantry and skill, capitulated, on the fol- 
lowing terins. 

1st. That all the forts and possessions 
of tlle Gorkhas, west of the Juin~ia, should 
be immediately surrendered to the British 
troops. 
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2nd. That orders for the evacuation of 
a11 the forts and possessions of the Gorkhas 
in Gwhwal should be immediately des- 
patched to the conllnanders in that quarter, 
and that the troops should be permitted to 
retire by the Kemaon route across the 
ICali. 

3rd. That Ullmlnr Sing with tllc re- 
. . mammg garrison of Malown should be per- 

nlitted to retire across the Kali, with their 
arms, private baggage and families, and with 
two guns. 

4th. Tlmt Runjore Sing should be per- 
mitted in like manner, with two hundred 
nlen of the garrison of Jyetuk and with 
one gun, and three hundred unarmed fol- 
lowers, to retire across the ICali. 

These arrangements having been con- 
cluded and the forts surrendered, the ne- 
cessary measures were adopted for break- 
ing up the divisions employed before Ma- 
lown and Jyetuk, and renlanding the corps 
to their respective stations. Throughout the 

R 
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arduous war in which he had been engaged, 
the proceedings of General Ochterlony had 
been mnrked by a combination of foresight, 
prudence, sagacity, perseverance and pro- 
fessional ability, with energetic promptness 
in action, which earned for him the unqua- 
lified thanks of the Government; every 
praise is also due to the gallant troops who 
so successfully carried out the able designs 
of their commander, a t  an altitude of about 
8,000 feet, unprovided with suitable camp 
equipage, sutringees flung across bambus 
officiating for tents, and as respects the 
sepoys, even deficient in clothing, for they 
were without pantaloons or great coats, 
cheerfully enduring the hardships of an 
Alpiue winter, and, notwithstanding the 
opposition of the elements, wresting from 
the hardy and resolute mountaineers, the 
whole of tlleir formidable positions in that 
quarter of the Himmalayas. 

Whilst the operations above described 
were being carried on, the enemy's territories 
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in Kemaon had not been allowed to remain 
undisturbed, in the first instance, owing to 
the paucity of troops of the line, an irregular 
force of about 4,000 men, with 4 guns, was 
appointed for this service, and the command 
given to Lieutenant-Colonel Garher ,  an 
officer of known ability, having under his 
orders, Captain Hearsey, another local officer 
of talents 'and experience. In consequence 
of bad weather, this force did not enter 
the hills before the 15th of February; 
having seized the Chilkeeah pass, it ad- 
vanced by a route lying chiefly along the 
line of the KousiUah river. The enemy 
retired towards Almorah, closely pursued 
by Colonel Gardner, who ultimately took 
up a position at  Katar Md. In the ad- 
vance, several skilmishes took place, in 
which the irregulars behaved well and al- 
ways gained the advantage; but a detach- 
ment employed in the siege of Kuttool- 
gurh, under Captain Hearsey, was defeated, 
and its leader taken piisoner. 

2 R 
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I t  mas now deterinined to collect a regu- 
lar forcc, for the purpose of supporting and 
co~npleting the operations so liappily corn- 
menced by Lieut.-Colonel Gardner. A 
Brigade of 2,025 Nat,ive Infantry, \\.it11 10 
guns, mas accordingly formed, and Colonel 
Nicolls, Quarter Master Gcneral, Icing's 
troops, entrusted with the command. 

Colonel Nicolls arrived at Katar Mu1 on 
the 8th of April, and as soon as the troops 
were assembled, a detachment under the 
command of Major Patton, 5th regiment 
N. I., was ordered to seize a post situated to 
the north-west of Aln~orah. Major Pntton 
having come up ~vitli the enemy, instantly 
attacked him in his position, and after a 
conflict, in which the sepoys behaved 
with nluch gallantry, coi~lpletely routed 
and dispersed his opponents wit11 consider- 
able loss, their commander, I-Iusteh Dul, 
beil~g Irilled, whilst t l ~ e  casualties on the 
side of the British rne1.e only 28, including 
1 officer. 
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This defeat and the death of their prin- 
cipal Sirdar, produced an ilnpressioi~ on 
the nliuds of the enemy's troops of which 
Colo~lel Nicolls took advantage, and on 
the 25th of April, he attacked and carried 
by assault the foi-tificd heights 'uld town 
of A h o r a h ;  during the night an attenlpt 
was made by the Gorkhas to recover 
the positio~i from whicli they had been 
driven; but altl~ougl~ the attack mas con- 
ducted with extraordinary resolution, they 
~vere effectually beaten back; the loss es- 
perienced during these operations mas 211, 
including 3 officers, lulled and wounded. 
The eneniy being now convu~ced of the 
futility of offering fu~ther  resistance to the 
British troops, proposed terms of surrender, 
and a convention was accordingly soon 
after concluded, under tlie provisions of 
which, tlicy evacuated tlie province and re- 
tired across the Bali; the highest corn- 
niendation being awarded to Colonel Nicolls, 
for the cListinguiehed skill and gallantry 

3 R 
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with which the iiloveiueilts of his force liad 
been directed. 

I have already stated that the defence of 
the northern frontier, east of the Kousee, liad 
been assigned to a de~xcliiilent under Cap- 
tain Latter, tliis officer displayed ~nucli judg- 
ment and energy in carrying out the purpose 
with \vhich lie liad bee11 entrusted, a i d  iiot 
only thorougllly secured the safety of our 
own possessions, but deprived the enemy of n 
considerable poi-tion of the Moi-ung district. 

Thus, ilotwithstanding the disasters which 
clouded tlie coni~uelice~neilt of hostilities, 
aiid the failure of some of the prulcipal di- 
visions to accoinplish tlie objects for wliicl~ 
they were designed, the progress aiid result 
of the can~paign was highly honol-able to 
our arms, termu~ating in the expulsioii of 
the Gorkhas from the whole country to the 
west of tlie Kali, aud the anilesation to the 
British dominions of the hport,mt proviiice 
of ICemaon, with an extensive, fertile and 
valuable tract iu the Terai. 
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Xegotiations mere now opened with the 
Durbar; the loss of so large a portioli of 
their hill territory, having, a t  last, con- 
vinced the Chiefs of the danger to be in- 
cur1.ed by continued resistauce to the Bri- 
tish Power, and naturally weakened their 
confidence of security behind tlieir moun- 
tain barriers, wllich they had hitherto deenl- 
ed impregnable. Iu suing for peace, no 
stigma could attach to tlle Sirdars ; througll- 
out tlie arduous struggle in whicli they 
had been engaged, they had invariably 
displayed the utlllost gallantly and devo- 
tion, and fully maintained the national 
reputation for undaunted bravely;" solne- 
what, however, tarnished in the early part 
of the war, by a dastardly attempt to 

The  Gorkhm on severnl occasions charge11 up to the 
Bayonets even of our  Europcun Troops, and in the per- 
sonal contests which took place between the Sirdurs 111111 

our Oficcrs, instances I believe hnve been known, ol'tlleir 
deliberately sacri6cing their lives in order to cut d o w ~  
their opponents, on finding their knives an u n c q ~ ~ a l  nlntcl~ 
'against our swords. 
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destroy the British troops, by poisoning the 
water of the wells and tanks, by a vegeta- 
ble poison known under the naiues of initha, 
mol~oor, umrit or khet bish, several bags 
a i~d  wicker basliets containing this delete- 
rious substance h a ~ i i g  been discovered and 
produced to our officers. 

With a force (exclusive of a ixcle and 
hastily collected militia, courageous indeecl 
and hardy, but ill-trained, and without dis- 
cipline) never exceeding 16,000 men,' tliey 
had opposed a id  in many points snccess- 
f d y  resisted, an invasion undertaken by a 
British aimy, numberuig at one period 
49,077, of whonl no less than 4,557 were 
European troops. 

On the 28th May 1185 Guru Gugraj 
llishm, a person known to be decidedly 
fiiendly to the n~aintenance of amicable 
relations between tlie two States, and who, 

* Their regulnr Force was estimnted as follows:-West 
or the Jumnn 4,000, between the -Jurnna and Ih l i  2,000, 

e a t  of the Kali 6,000=12,000. 
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subsequent to the demise of Raja11 Rana 
Balladur, to whom Ile had officiated as fil- 
mily priest, had resided at  Benares, and 
only recently returned to liatlimandlloo, 
arrived in Lieutenant-Colonel Bradslia~v's 
camp, acconlpanied by Cliu~ida Seelrlln 
Opdhia, and produced a papcr under the 
Rajali's red seal, empowering llinl to bring 
to an adjust~nel~t all depending inattcrs be- 
tween the two Govenlnieiits, and declaring 
wliatcver lie engaged for, sllould be con- 
firined. The ternls proposed by tlie Go- 
rernor General were sufficiently stringent, 
conq~rehending the perpetual cession of all 
tlie hill couiltry taken hi tlie campaign, aiicl, 
as well as such parts of tlie low 1;ulcl as  were 
in dispute before the war, of the whole line 
of Terai to tlle very foot of the hills, and 
a fort and territory which had been seized 
fi.oin tlie Sikhilu Rajali previous to tlie 
l~reaking out of hostilities with the British, 
but ~vliich we deemed ourselves pledged to 
restore, having formed an alliance wit11 that 
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Chief and taken him under our protection; 
it was also stipulated that a Resident should 
be received a t  Katl~mandl~oo. These con- 
ditions having been communicated to  the 
Guru, he at  once declared his inability to 
treat on this basis, and broke off ngotia- 
tions, stating that he did not possess autho- 
rity to cou~ply with such extensive demands, 
and that sacrifices of such magnitude mere 
not contemplated by the Durbar, as justly 
arising fro111 the events or actual sh te  of 
the mar. Anxious for an accommodation of 
affairs aud with the hope of obtaining more 
favorable conditions from other negotiators, 
a second overture was made by the Gorkhs 
Government through the late Cllief of Al- 
morah, the Chountra Bum Sah, who was in 
communication with the Honourable Ed- 
ward Gardner, the British commissioner for 
the management of the conquered province ; 
several conferences took place, but although 
the discussion was conducted by Mr. Gard- 
ner with much judgment and ability, the 
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negotiatiolis in this quarter also terminated 
unsatisfactorily. 

In August, the Guru, who had remained 
in Lieut.-Col. Bradshaw's camp, received 
further inst~vctions from his court, and, as 
the general tenor of the language and pro- 
ceedings of the Nepal Governnlent appear- 
ed to indicate a more favorable disposition 
than had been previously evinced, negotia- 
tions were renewed. Appwently the main 
objection to the cession of the Terai was, 
that most of the principal Sirdars enjoyed 
considerable jagirs in that territory, the 
Marquis of Hastings was therefore so far 
induced to modify the terms of the treaty, 
as to offer the grant of similar possessions 
or of an equivalent in money pensions, to the 
amount of two or three lacs of rupees, 
the distribution to be left a t  the uncontrolled 
pleasure of the Durbar ; he even determined, 
though not without reluctance, to waive 
the stipulation for the mutual reception of 
accredited agents, if it should appear that the 
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Gorkha Govern~nent was very adverse to 
that provision. The conduct of the Nepal 
negotiators was again marked by an estra- 
ordinary degree of vacillation, indicative 
either of fear, or inability to c o b  the 
basis conceded by the Rajah's letters, and in 
September, negotiations were again brought 
to a close, the Guru declaring that the Chiefs 
would never accede to the surrender of the 
Terai, which was alleged to be the main 
source of their subsistence, the hills them- 
selres being conlparatively unproductive. 
From this it was evident that the demand for 
the Terai was a brar to the re-establishment 
of peace, which 110 advantage that we might 
propose could compensate to the Nepal Go- 
rernment, whilst it was insisted upon by the 
British, rather from a sense of honor and a 
desire to visit with marked severity the act 
of gross violence and insult, which had arisen 
out of fornler disputes about the low lands, 
tl1a11 from any expectation of deriving fronl 
them an increase of revenue, the Supreme Go- 
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vernment therefore, balancing the adv'mtage 
of a restoration of peace against the gatif% 
cation of forcing on the Gorkhas the sacri- 
fice of an object extremely valuable to them, 
resolved upon relaxing the vigour of the 
ori,vinal demand. 

A dr,dt of a revised treaty was accord- 
ingly transmitted to 1,ieut.-Col. Bradshaw, 
to be delivered openly to the Guru, in 
case of his expected re-appearance with a 
fresh overture, accompanied by a declara- 
tion, that it cont~ined the only conditions on 
which the Governor General was willing to 
make peace. In this draft, the Terai from 
the Knli to the Gunduk, and of the rest, 
only that portion which was in olu. actual 
possession, was insisted on. On the 10th 
of October, this document was submitted 
to the Guru and Chunda Seekha Opa- 
dhia, but on becoming acquainted with its 
p~uport,  they at once asserted, that they 
could not conclude a treaty on the terms 
proposed, and requested that a delay of 

S 
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fifteen days might be allowed, to admit of a 
reference on the subject being luade to the 
Itajal~, pron~ising that a definitive answer 
sliould be given within that period. This 
request mas of course acceded to, but, a t  the 
expiration of the prescribed time no instruc- 
tions had been received, and it was also 
:lscertained that the offer to assign pensions 
to the Cliiefs deprived of their jagirs in the 
territory proposed to be surrendered, had 
caused great dissatisfaction, it being repre- 
sented, which was truly the case, that it 
~vould be extremely impolitic to snnction a11 
arrangement, by which many of the principal 
Sirdars would have beco~i~e stipendiaries of 
a Foreign Power, and consequently to a 
great extent its dependants. At  the head 
of the dissenting party stood Un~mur S i ~ g  
and his sons, who had opposed the com- 
mence~nent of the war as promising little 
success, but now that it  had been begun, 
were of opinion, that it should be carried 
on to the last extremity. Many apologies 
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were nlade by the Gnro and his colleague 
for their failure to redeem their pledge ; they 
even offered to sign the treaty provisionally, 
if a portion of the Terai were substituted 
fbr the money payment, and urged Lieut.- 
Col. Bradsliaw to consent to a furtlier delay. 
This was, however, declined, and negotia- 
tions ceased, but on the 29th October the 
Nepalese negotiators left for Katlimandhoo, 
cleclaring that they would return within 1 2  
days wit11 the treaty duly signed. On the 
28th Noven~ber the Guru arrived at  Se- 
gowlee and signed the treaty according to 
the draft submitted to his Court, by the 
terms of which, the ratscation of the Rajah 
mas to be delivered within 15 days. On 
being apprised of this event, the Supreme 
Government, with a view to conciliate the 
Clliefs, and shew generosity towards a 
fallen and suppliant foe, determined to make 
further concessions, but, a t  the expiration 
of the appointed period the ratified treaty 
had not been delivered, and it was disco- 

2 s 
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vered, not only that it would not be pro- 
duced, but that active preparations were in 
progress for renewed hostility, and positions 
already taken up in the Terai by the 
Gorkha troops, wvho, presuuiing upon their 
former success over the divisions employed 
upoil the Gorukhpore and Saruu fi-ontier 
during the previous campaign, trusted, 
owii~g to the delay which they expected 
would occur ere negotiations were finally 
terminated, to be enabled to baffle the 
attack of the British troops, until the setting 
in of the rainy season might compel the 
latter to return to their cantonments, and 
thus to protract the contest for another 
year, during which period they hoped to 
succeed in gaining inore favorable terms 
than those now granted. Tllroughout the 
rains, a large body of troops had beell 
held in readiness in Bahar, and a t  the close 
of them, General Ochterlony hacl bcen 
suiilmoncd from the north-west to assume 
the command, preparatory to an advance 
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upon I<athmandhoo as soon as the passage 
of the forest might be practicable. Unfor- 
tunately, upon the signature of the treaty, 
the activity of preparation had been a little 
relaxed; more especially in the commissa- 
riat depai-tment, and consequently, when 
war became inevitable, it was feared that 
some delay must occur ere the troops 
would be prepared to take the field. On 
the 5th January 1816, Major General Och- 
terlony was made acquainted with the un- 
expected result of the negotiations con- 
ducted by Lieut.-Colonel Bradshaw, and 
directed to join the force on the frontier, 
for the purpose of prosecuting active ope- 
rations against the Gorlthas; he was at  the 
same time invested with exclusive powers 
to direct all political negotiations and ar- 
rangements with relation to the Govern- 
ment of Nepal. Owing to extraordinary 
exertion in every department, Civil and 
Military, before the end of the month, the 
army was in readiness for a forward move- 

3 s 
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nient, aiid on the 2311, tlie Geileral arrived 
in camp a t  Bhulloa and assunled the com- 
mand. On tlie 9th of February, after throw- 
ing up a stockaded wo1.k at  Simra Basa, 
he advanced, with an Jilfantry Urig,zde and 
8 guns, to Bicheeall Hhor, passing the forest 
without opposition. 011 the 14th, the 
G~umu aiid Cliunda Seekha were adnitted 
to a final interview ; but, not being possess- 
ed of the ratified treaty, tlie propositions 
they sub~nitted were declared inadnlissible. 
All further discussion mas a t  once suspend- 
ed, the negotiators dismissed, aiid the mar 
recoinmeiiced \+-it11 the utmost vigor and 
activity. 

The army now einployed by the British 
Government to enforce their denlands 
against the Nepal Durbar, and cause in 
future on tlie part of that crafty Court, a 
proper observance of tlie respect due to 
our power in India, numbered 33,446 men, 
with a large force of Artillery. I t  was 
divided into four divisions as follows :-The 
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first, uuder Gencral Ochterlony, assembled 
near Segowlec, and consisted of 19,394 of all 
ranks. The second, commanded by Colonel 
J. Nicolls, was collected at Seetapore in 
Oude, with a view to the invasion of the 
provinces of Dootee, Acham and Saliana, 
and mustered 6,617. The third of 4,946, 
was merely intended as a corps of observa- 
tion, to be employed under Major General 
J. S. Wood, on the Gorukhpore fronticr ; 
and the fourth, which ought rather to be 
styled a detachment, its strengtll being only 
2,489, mas placed under the orders of Cap- 
tain Latter, for the purpose of invading 
the AIornng province. The principal divi- 
sion advanced in three columns; the right, 
under Colonel Kelly, H. M.'s 24t11, nioving, 
by the Bag Mati route, on Hurreehw-pore, 
and the left, under Colonel Nicolls, H. M.'s 
66th, to the westward of the main body, 
by the valley of the Raptee, the former, 
being concentrated a t  Bhugwanpore, and 
the latter, at Ramnug,~ .  
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Due precautions having been k~ltcn for 
the safety of the different posts in tlie rear 
and protecting the line of communication, 
on the 14th February, Colonel Miller's 
Brigade, (attached to the main column,) 
led by the General in person, moved for- 
ward at  9 P. M. by a route discovered by 
Captain Pickemgill, of the Quarter Master 
General's department, and which was still 
unknown to theenemy ; the path ran through 
a precipitous and narrow ravine, called 
Balee Kolee, and thence by a watercourse 
leading to a steep acclivity by which the 
first formidable barrier of hills was to be 
canied; the march was continued the whole 
night, and by 8 in the morning, the Chi- 
riya range of hills, to the west of the 
Gorkha position, was occupied, without 
resistance, by the light company of the ad- 
vance, yet so difficult was the ascent, that 
it  was not accomplished by the whole of 
the troops before sunset. In the course of 
the 15th, the Brigade advanced about 5 
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miles to the Chukka Alukka nullah, situatctl 
to the north of the range, and within 
1 coss of the Raptee, where it bivouacked 
for 4 days, waiting the arrival of provisions 
and tents. Nothing could exceed the pa- 
tience with which the toil and privations of 
this niarch were endured by tlie troops, 
many of whom werc for 2 days wholly 
without food; the rapidity of the nlovc- 
mcnt, added to the ruggedness of tlie 
ground, rendcling it impossible to bring 
up supplies. 

Whilst these operations were in pro- 
gress, Colonel Burnett, with the 4th Bri- 
gade, pushed 011 to the entrance of the 
Cl~iriya Ghati pass; on a reconnoisance 
having been made, it was discovcrcd that 
the first stockade had been deserted by the 
enemy, who also evacuated the second, on 
the approach of our reconnoitring party, 
which was thus enabled to proceed allnost 
to the summit of the pass, where, however, 
it was received by a heavy, though ill- 
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directed fire from the I~eigl~ts, and obligetl 
to fall back, with the loss of 1 man killed 
and 8 wounded, amongst the latter, Lieut. 
l'nlcott, of t l ~ e  artillery. 

011 the I I I O ~ I I ~ I I ~  of the 17tl1, i t  was ;I?- 

eel-hind that the enemy 11ad retired, owing 
to the successful nlove~neut on their flank, 
and the pass was therefore occupied with- 
out opposition. 011 the 19th, General 
Ocl~terlo~ly ~narcl~ed to Hetoundah, where 
works mere throw11 up for the protection 
of the depbt, wl~ ic l~  it was iiltei~ded slioultl 
be established st that post. 

Having provided for the defence of He- 
toundah, the force moved on the 27th to- 
wards Muk~vanpore, taking up a position 
011 an open level ground in a southwardly 
direction, and about two n~iles dishnt t i o ~ n  
the hills covering the fortified heights anti 
detached defences of that Fortress : the fol- 
lowiug morning it was joined by the batter- 
ing train aud Lieutenant-Colonel Bun~ett 's 
brigade, sud on the after110011 of the sslile 
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date, an attack was made by the Gorklias 
on a detached post, called Sekhn. Khntree, 
situated 011 a hill to tlie left of the camp. 
T l ~ c  approach of large bodies of tlie enenly 
having been observed by General Ocliter- 
lony, about 1 P. nr., he successively dehcll- 
ed to the aid of the pmty on the hills, 3 
con~panies H. M.'s 87th regiment, the 2d 
battalion 25th regiment K. I., 2d battalion 
12tli N. I., wit11 2 guns, and tlie 2d batta- 
lion 8th N. I. 

The n ~ m ~ b e r  of the enemy was esthnatcdat 
not less than 2,000 men, with several guns, 
and during tlie conflict they repeatedly re- 
ceived re-enfbrceu~ents. During a molnen- 
tary superiority, they approached close to 
the village, which was obstinately and gal- 
lal~tly disputed by our small detachment, 
until tlie arrival of more troops changed the 
fo~.tune of the day; and fi.0111 this t in~e 
until half-past 5, their repeated assaults 
on our position were invariably repulsed, 
and they were at  length driwn off in 
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confusion, chiefly hy a charge of the 2d 
battalion of the 8th regiment N. I. in the 
direction of the enemy's guns, one of which, 
:I 4-pounder, on a mountain train cai-riage, 
was abandoned. The British casualties 
on this occasion were numerous, 222, 
including 2 officers. The loss of the ene- 
my, by their own subsequent acknowledg- 
ment, exceeded 800. In the mean time 
the left colunln had crossed the ridge by 
the Bheekunnee pass, and moved forward, 
without experiencing any opposition, by the 
valley of the Raptee to Hetoundah, leaving 
'L lintire battalions, with their proportion 
of field guns, a t  Ekore, under Major Lum- 
ley, with the view of checking any attempt 
on the part of the enemy &om their posts 
at K a d m g  and Oopudurung, to which 
thcy had retired on its advance. Colonel 
Kelly, with the light column, marching by 
thc course of the Bag Mati, arrived before 
Hurreehurpore, on the 29th February ; 
it appearing that a strong point within 
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about 800 yards of one of the .Gorltha 
stockades had been unoccupied, it was de- 
termined to seize it, and a detachment, 
under Lieutenant-Colonel O'Halloran, was 
ordered to advance for this purpose the nest 
morning, a t  3 o'clock; it  consistcd of 2 
companies of each of the following re$- 
ments: H. M.'s 24th, 18th N. I., Chum- 
parun Light Infantry, and 1 conlpany 2d 
battalion 21st regiment N. I., with two 
3-pounders, conveyed by bearers; and 
carried the position a little before G A. nr., 
dislodging a picquet, left for its protec- 
tion. Thc enemy, in very considcrable 
force, made a most desperate and obstinate 
attempt to recover this point, and a re-en- 
forcement was despatched by Colonel ICelly 
to cover the rear of the post, which was 
threatened. I t  was impossible, from the 
nature of the ground, to close, or use the 
bayonet, and the musketry continued with- 
out intermission until half-past 11 o'clock, 
when the arrival of two 6-pounders and 

T 
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two 5',-inch horritzers, on eleplinnts, in a 
few minutes decided the affair, and left the 
British in possessiou of an alnlost natural 
redoubt, very advantageously situated for 
further o~~erations. This success loas not, 
Iiowever, p ined  without sonic loss, 59, in- 
cluding 5 officers, being killed and wound- 
cd. After this repulse, the Gorlihas be- 
c:unc apl)are~ltly disllcartened, and on the 
nioruilig of tlle 4th Jlarcl~, during a storm 
of min, evacuated t l ~ e  fort aud hill. 

From the date of the arrival of General 
Ocliterlony at  I-Icto~~nclnl~, although he had 
received 110 direct orel-ttues on tlle part ot 
the Nepalese authorities, yet it mas e ~ i -  
dent that a desire for peace pervaded the 
uiinds of luauy of the Sirdars, a t  the same 
time, they still clung to the hope that for- 
tune might so far favor them as to enable 
the ca~npnign to be protracted until tlle 
setting in of the rainy season, when they 
might reasonably presume that the Britisl~ 
Gorerlment would feel disposed to offer 
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terms somewhat less stringent than those 
now submitted for their acceptance. 011 
the 25th Februa~y, Cllunda Seekha had all 
interview wit11 the General, wlien, as a11 in- 
ducement to delay tlic advance of the force, 
lle alluded to the expected anival of the 
Guru, for the p~ul,ose of concluding the 
war by an amicable scttlelnent of afE1irs; 
lle was, however, distiuctly inforll~ed, that 
the onward movement of tlle British would 
not be for a moment d e f e ~ ~ e d  owiug to the 
re-opening of negotiations; thns, all their 
endeavo~ws to obtain a suspension of 110s- 
tilities having been frustrated, and tlle in- 
telligence of their reverses at Sekha Khutrcc 
and Hureehurpore haviug spread conster- 
nation at  Kathmandhoo, t l ~ e  Durbar imme- 
diately resolved, to make n. teuder of mi- 
qualified submission, as the only means 
of avei-tiug the most disastrous conse- 
quences. 

The Rcd Seal having been liur~iedly 
affured to the treaty of Scgo~rlee it was dis- 

2 T 
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patched to the Gorltha Commander, Kazi 
Bactour Sing, one of tlieir piincipal Sirdars, 
ml~o, on the 3rd JIarch, wrote to the General, 
to mention that he liad the iustrument in his 
possession and would forward it by Chunda 
Seekl~a. In reply, he was informed, that 
the Gorkha Governmalt must not now 
expect the same tern~s as before the re- 
comn~encement of tlie war; but, in the 
event of the Brahman's being furnished with 
full powers, he mould bc received. In the 
interim, approaches mere pushed to nithin 
500 yards of the defences of Mukwanpore, 
and a battery thrown up in readiness to 
open upon the fort, C l ~ ~ w d a  Seeklla soon 
inade his appearance with tlie ratified treaty, 
which, in the most submissive, and even 
abject manner, he earnestly pressed upon 
the General's acceptance. After a discus- 
sion of some length, iu which he dwelt upon 
the dissimulation, evasion and bad faith, 
which had marked the conduct of the 
Nepalese Government; having ascertained 
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that the spirit of hostility was completely 
annihilated, and deeming the foe sufficiently 
limbled, Sir David Ochterlony, after keep- 
ing the envoy in considerable suspense, a t  
last listened to his entreaties, and agreed to 
accept the treaty, explainiiig to Chunda 
Seeklin, that wllatever dispositioil the Su- 
prcmc Government might llavc had, before 
the late operations, to extend its bounty to 
the Nepalese beyond the letter of the en- 
gagement, no favor could be now espectcd, 
and the negotiator mas, accordingly, called 
upon, to give a specific note in m i t h g ,  
declaratory of his having no sucl~ hopes; 
togctl~cr with an assnrmce that a similar 
declaration should be illade in 3 letter froni 
the Raja11 to the Governor General. This 
was readily agreed to, and the contest with 
tlic Nepalese was thus finally terminated 
in tlle beginning of Marcl~, and the reqni- 
sitc orders for a retrograde movement at  
o~lce issued to tlie lcaders of the different 
coluinlls engaged in tlie campaign. 

3 T 
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The provisions of the treaty differed 
little from the terms already stated in a 
previous paragraph ; one of the conditions, 
however, not hitherto mentioned, was the 

that no British subject, nor the 
subject of any European or American State, 
should be permitted to enter the Gorklla ser- 
vice, without the sanction of the British Go- 
vernment liaving been previously obtained. 
The articles were punctually executed by the 
Gorkhas; but the Gorcrnor General, iiot- 
witlistnuding what had passed, deemiug that 
it would 11e a politic act of conciliation, to 
cede, in lieu of pelisions iiom stipulated, sucl~ 
of the Terai, as had been before contempla- 
ted, gave notice to the Durbar of his inten- 
tion to send the Hon'ble E. Gardner as Re- 
sident, and to empower him to conclude an 
arrangement on such a basis, and this settle- 
ment was subsequently carried into effect. 

A treaty was, at the same time, conclud- 
ed with the Rajah of Sikhim, of somewhat 
similar a nature; it, however, embraces a 
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stipulation for the surrender of dacoits, 
revenue defaulters and other delinquents 
who may seek refuge within his territories. 

The Gorkhas had shown themselves in 
the course of the campaign a most gallant 
foe and as formidable an enemy as any then 
existing in India ; the conditions of the peace 
~iow concludcd, were, however, well calcu- 
latcd to undermine their power; as not on+- 
were their resources weakened and their 
donlillio~ls curhiled, but by our possession of 
the mountauls to the west of the Goga,  and 
the position obtained to the east, by the pro- 
tection afforded to the Sikhim Rajah, in the 
event of a future war, both their flanks 
would be filly exposed to our attacks, 
whilst, almost the whole of their regular 
force would be required to oppose the 
powerful army, which would doubtless be 
concentrated on the Gorukhpore and Sarun 
frontier, in order to force a passage to the 
valley of Kathmandhoo, by some of the nu- 
merous passes in that direction. 



C H A P T E R  V I .  

Origin of the Feuds beliceen the Puitdees a d  Tliapas-Suc- 
cession of Maha Rajah Roji~tdra Bihrain Salt-Deposi- 
tioit from ojTce and suicide of Bheem Siitg Thapa- 
ATomindioit of a Jfeniber of the Puidee Family as lllinislcr 
-Retarn lo poiuer of the Thapa Faction-Murder of 
rllahtubar Sing-Coalition of the adverse parties-Assassi- 
7tnlioaof GugpinSing-Massawe of lheliol-Appointme~tl 
lo the Wizard of Juig Baltadur-Flight of the King lo 
Beiuzrcs-Iiulallotion of his successor-Defeat and capti- 
oily of the Ez-Monarch-Object of the Mission to E r g -  
hid-Life of Jung Bahadur-His Cltaractcr. 

THE UIISUCC~SS~U~ result of their presomp- 
tion in n~easuriug arms with the British, 
effectually curbed the ambitio~~ of the Ne- 
palese, and with the exception of occasional 
endeavours to subjugate some of tlie 
tribes to the north-east, in ml~icli they 



11ave but partially succeeded, they have 
since refrained from any attenlpt to in- 
crease their territoly, in fact, the Chiefs 
seem to have been fully occupied in carry- 
ing on the internal feuds, which appear to 
have had thcir origin horn the date of the 
retunl, from Benares, of Rajah, Rana Baha- 
dur. Previous to that cvent, a large portion 
of the authority of the Governnlent mas vest- 
ed in the hands of the Paudec Family, the 
head of whom, Damodar Pandee, who had 
hcen lnaiuly instrumental in securing thc 
Monarch's abdication, and subsequently, 
during the Regency of the b n i ,  had exer- 
cised considerable influence over her coun- 
cils, mas with his sou condemned to death, 
on the re-assumption of sovereignty by the 
Rajah; and, as their execution mas gener- 
ally ascribed to the instigation of the young 
favorite, Bheenl Sing Thapa, from that time, 
the Pandees and Thapas have been antago- 
nistic factions. There is another party, the 
Chountras, offshoots fi.0111 Royalty, who 
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have also long enjoyed great power, a i d  
sided either wit11 one or the otl~er of the 
rival families, as circumstances dictated. 

I have already stated that Rana Baliadur 
was succeeded by his illegitinlate son, Riahit 
Rajah Giliva~i Juddha Bikmm Sali, a mere 
boy, and consequently, i11 the aclmiuistration 
of affairs, conlpletely guided by liis minister 
Bheem Sing, the Sirdar of whom menti011 is 
inade in tlie precediug parapzph, ~vlio, on 
His Highless' deiuise (by small-pox) which 
occurred towards the end of 1816, contiuued 
to direct the reins of Government, as Pre- 
mier to liis successor, Maha Rajah, Raj 
Rajuidra Bibam Sah, an infant of only tnro 
years of age at the time of his father's 
decease. Upon the Rajah's attainiig the age 

wain corn- of maturity, the systemof intrigue a, ' 

meneed, but, notwithstanding the nunlerous 
attempts on the part of the Pandee faction 
to undermine his influence, this poweif~~l 
and able minister retained the iual~agenlent 
of affairs until 1837, when tlie mncliina- 
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tious of his enemies at  last prevailed, and at 
the instiption of the elder Rani, who had 
I~ccome his bitter and implacable enemy, 
lle was deprived of his appointment and 
flmg into plison. Owing l~owever to the in- 

fluence of the younger Queen, a partisan of 
the Thapa family, he was so011 after libe- 
rated, and for nearly two years the King 
temporized between the contending parties 
and abstained from nominating a minister. 
I11 the early part of 1839,* the stniggles of 
fiction attained their l~eight, and resulted in 
the appou~tment of Ram Sing Pandee to 
the office of Premier; on the strength of a 
charge of bcing accessary to the murder of 
one of the Rajah's children, to wlloln it was 
supposed that poison llad been administered, 
I3heem Sing was again placed in confine- 
n~eot. TVllilst in prison, intelligence was con- 
veyed to the ill-fated chief that the sanctity 

* In t l ~ c  course of this ycar nrrangcments were com- 
pleted wit11 the Durbar Tor facilitating the atljustment or 
wits prosecuteid by British subjects in the Ncpolcse Courts. 
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of his zeuanah had been violated, and its 
inmates delivered up, to gratify the brutal 
lusts of the soldiery ;excited almost to frenzy, 
and determined not to survive the dishonor 
which he imagined had befnlleii I h ,  he, as 
his opponents calculated, conlnlitted suicide ; 
on the 29th July, he mas found in his cell, 
with his throat cut allnost from ear to ear; 
his body by orders of the Rajah mas carried 
away to the banlts of the Bag Mati river, 
and denied all funeral rites. I have often 
heard it asserted, that one mord from the 
British representative mould have averted 
this catastrophe, but, unfortunately, \v11ei1 
an attempt was made by some members of 
the court to ascertain his sentiments, he de- 
clined expressing ally opiuion, and from that 
moment the degraded minister mas doomed. 
The Pandees having ~iom succeeded to 
office, one of their first acts mas to confiscate 
the late minister's property, and remove 
from his appointment almost every mem- 
ber of his family, of sufficient power and in- 
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fluencc, to render him, formidable as a rival ; 
not contcnted, however, with confining tlicir 
attention to the internal management of their 
country, they would fain interfere wit11 its 
foreign policy, which, ~vith the exception 
of an intrigue with Scindiall in 1817, which 
Ilad been detected, and the intercepted cor- 
rcspolidence made over by the Resident to 
tlle Raja11 in ftill Durbar, hadhitherto, sub- 
sequent to the contraction of peace, if not 
favorable, at least, I believe, never been 
openly liostile to the British illliaiice. KO 
sooner, tlierefore, had they assunled the 
direction of affairs, than they originated a 
aeries of intrigues against the Indian Go- 
\cmment at  allnost every Native Court 
througho~lt thc country. Owing, however, 
to tllc vigilance of our Representative, aided 
by the exci.tions of the m,agisterial officers 
011 the fivntier, Inany of their letters were 
seized rind inefri*rrable proof of their trea- 
rllerous niachinations thus discovered. This 
ljcbi~lg tltlclocetl by the Resident, the Rajah 

U 
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was called upon, as the only way to pre- 
vent a rupture between the States, to 
change his advisers, and a British force of 3 
troops of Cavalry, 4 regiments of Infantry, 
and solue guns, moved to the frontier to 
support the demand. Not being in a posi- 
tion to oppose our wishes, the cogency of 
our reasoning was admitted, and tlie minis- 
try removed, moreover, posts, which i11 
riolation of our territoly had been establish- 
ed in the direction of Ramnuggur, for the 
collection of relrcnue from lands beyond tlie 
bountlary, were withdrawn. For tlie nest 
2 or 3 years the King dispensed with assist- 
ance, and took the administration of affairs 
into his own hands, occasionally delegating 
his authority to tlie Heir Appzrent, a boy of 
only 11 or 12 years of age, naturally of a nlost 
violent temper, which had been increased by 
habitual indulgence in acts of cruelty. On 
onc occasion he was so far carried away by 
his passion, as to be indaced to threaten tlie 
life of the Residcut; when he was calnlly 



STATE OF NEPAL. 225 

informed, that thousands of oulr fellow 
countrymen would be prepared to avenge his 
death. The answer had its effect, and I 
i~nagine, a l l  due amends were made for the 
insult offered, which, after due warning as 
to future behaviour, was most lilcely passed 
over as an ebullition of petulance on the 
part of a child. Tlings appear to have 
been conducted in a most unsatisf;lctory 
manner until the 26th December 1843, 
when tlie vacant post of Preu~ier u7ss again 
filled, by the installation of General Mali- 
tabar Sing, a liephew of the late Blieem 
Sing Thapa. 

This Chief bore tlie reputation of bciug 
au able and gallant soldier. He was also 
not unknown as a diplomatist, having been 
employed in the cold season of 1836-37, 
on an embassy to Calcutta. On his return 
to liathmandhoo lie shared the fate of his 
uncle, was degraded from office and impri- 
soned; he was however subsequently re- 
leased and deputed on a mission to Runjeet 
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Sing. As the object of his visit was sup- 
posed hostile to thc British interests, a t  
thc requisition of Captain Wade,-Politi- 
cal -\gent a t  Loodianah, he was surrendered 
to our aulhorities, and for many ycnrs re- 
sided, to a certain extent, under surveil- 
lance, and in receipt of a pension of 1,000 
rupees per mensern, within our territories. 
In April 1843, however, his political oppo- 
nents at Knthmandhoo, having been dcpri- 
vcd of their authority, he again made his 
appearnncc at court and was hken  into 
favor, and eventually, as above shted, ap- 
pointed minister. One of his first steps, 
after his accessio~~ to office, was to take 
ineasurcs for the removal of all rivals, the 
usual method adopted by Orientals to pre- 
vent opposition. The late Pandee minis- 
ters were imnlediately a ~ ~ e s t e d  and arraign- 
ed, for l1ig11 misdemeanour, before a Council 
of Chiefs, who, under the Rajah's instruc- 
tions, found them guilty of the cl~arges 
preferrcd against tlieni, and they were sen- 



STATE OF ~TEPAL. 227 

teiiced to be beheaded, nlliich sentence was 
duly carried into effect, and in a few hours 
the headless trunks of 9 Sirdars lay on the 
banks of tlie Bag Mati liver. 

For some time he coiltinued to direct 
affairs with tolerable success; but in No- 
vember 1844, having proceeded wit11 the 
Rajah and a large body of troops into the 
Terai, ostensibly on a shooting excursion, 
11e took the oppoi-tunity, on a cl~arge of 
treason, of executing no less than 16 sepoys, 
a t  a place called Duapua Basa. This act 
of heedless severity alienated the affection 
of the army, wlucli he had hitherto enjoyed, 
and he soon after embroiled l~iiuself witli 
his own relatives, under the followving cir- 
cunlstances :- 

Certain indiscretions on the part of the 
Rani, who, by the bye, was the daughter 
of a zenlindar in the Gorukhpore district, 
having given rise to reports injurious to her 
reputation, a Sirdar of tlie Tliapa family, 
by all accounts a careless, harum scnrum 

3 u 
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sort of person, publicly stated tliat as the 
Rajah had been dishonored by the conduct 
of his wife, he mas uufit to reign and ought 
accordiilgly to be deposed. This impolitic 
renlark reached the Palace, and the Rani 
used every means at  her command, to corn- 
pass the death of the tllouglitless spcalrer. 
At last her persuasions prevailed upon Mali- 
tabar Sing, who liad been raised to the 
dignity of Premier, chiefly through her par- 
tisanship, to sauction his execution, as a 
traitor, and he was publicly beheaded. 
Froin that nioiuent it mas evident tliat the 
Rani's influence mas paramount a t  the Dur- 
bar, and hlahtabar Sing never recovered 
the confidence of his party, each of wlio~n 
felt, that his life thenceforward might a t  
any illomelit be sacrificed to g~z t i fy  the 
caprice of a woman. 

I-Ie was, moreover, soon after instigated 
by his patroness and the Rajah, to destroy 
solnc of the Sirdars of the Chountra family, 
who had rendered themselves obnoxious, by 



attenlptii~g to inlpose some restraii~t upoil 
the royal prerogative, and refusing, in this 
instance, to become subservient to their 
wishes, or perhaps wanting tlie power to 
carry them into effect, he not only lost his 
former inflncnce, but all pzrties, forgetting 
their old feuds, made coi~l~non cause ill 
c o n s ~ i ~ i n g  agrninst him, and 'ere long his 
destruction was resolved on. 011 the night 
of the 17th &lay 1845, about 11 o'clock, he 
was summoned to the Palace. The order was 
too peremptory to admit of his declining to 
attend. No sooner had he reached the apart- 
ment in which the Rajah and Rani were 
sitting, and approached to pay his respccts, 
than a shot was fired by General Jung Ba- 
hadw from behiad a screen at one end of 
the room. The unfortunate Sirdar rushed 
forward as if to in~plore mercy, but having 
received a rnoital wound, only proceeded s 
few paces 'ere lie fell, and was almost in- 
stantaneously dispatclied by repeated blows 
of the Iiukri, (Nepal knife) iuflicted by per- 
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sons in attendance on the Monarch. The 
murder occurred in the upper rooms of the 
Palace, and his body mas ordered to be tied 
np in a blanket and thrown out of the min- 
dow to the cotut below, where a party was in 
waiting to receive it, thence the corpse was 
dragged by ropes to the Temple of Pasupati 
Katli, and placed on nfuneral pile previously 
prcparcd, and in half an hour, save the clouts 
of blood by which the road leading to the 
temple was plentifully besprinkled, not a 
vestige remained of the once all-powerful 
minister, and all traces of tlie bloody trans- 
action had disappeared : but its remembrance 
cannot be banished from the mind of the 
principal actor in tlie tragedy, who has 
since paid the penalty of his ingratitude 
to his benefactor, for he was Matahbar Sing's 
favorite nephew, by fincling that happiness 
is not necessarily attendant upon power, 
and himself experiencing the bitterness of 
discovering, in the recent conspiracy, those 
who ought to have been bound to him 
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by every tic of affection and gratitude, ar- 
rnycd in tlie ranks of his enemies. 

With the exception of the tinie passed in 
his visit to Europe, for years he has 11ever 
s11ent an hour free from care and anxiety; 
no guarantee can be said to esist for liis 
safety even for n single nionie~lt; almost 
night and day llc is surro~mded by p a r d s  
with loaded rifles, for he is m-ell a1vm.c there 
;ire several, could they obtain tlie opportu- 
nity, who arc quite prepared to follow tl~c! 
csalnple lie has set them. 

I have often endeavowed to divine the 
motives by which General Jung Bahadur 
was actuated in tlms accomplishing his 
IJncle's destiuction, and feel conrincetl, that 
unscn~pulous perhaps ns lie ni:iy be, wit11 
regard to removing any impedimelit to 
his own rise, this alone, would never have 
prompted him to comli~it so treacllerous all 
act, and that a desire to revenge his cousin's 
execution, and fear of his own life, whicli 
had already been twice attempted, and which 
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he no longer thought Mah~zbar Sing would 
protect, were the principal causes which 
induced him to take a part in the conspi- 
racy. 

After the assassinatio~i of Mahtabar Sing, 
the different factions seem to have coalesced, 
and a ministry been forlned accordingly. 
G u g p n  Sing-, the supposed pzramour of 
the Rani, bchg nominated Premier, and the 
second post occupied by Juilg Bahadur, who 
was raised from the rank of Kazi, to that 
of General, with three re,hents and the 
command of the army. Their colleagues 
in the adnli~listration were, Futteh Jung 
Chouutra and General Abliilan Sing Rana. 
For upmards of a year, although occasional 
1)ickcrings may linve occurred, no open ex- 
plosion took place between these pal-ties; 
during tlis period, however, as respects the 
head of the Government, the arrangement 
appears to have beeu of rather a con~plica- 
ted nature ; at one time the Rajah, another, 
the Heir Apparent, and at  a third, the Rani, 
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being considered invested wit11 Sovereign 
authority, and sometimes all three assisting 
to guide the state cha~iot, but the latter 
was eventually appointed Regent with full 
powers. 

On the 14th September 1846, General 
Guggtm Sing was shot whilst sitting in his 
own room. Although there are persons 
to whom suspicion attached, and the assas- 
sin was aftenvards discovered, it has never 
been clearly proved who was the instiptor 
of this c~imc. Intelligence of thc murder mas 
im~nediately disp~tched to the Rani, who 
at once proceeded to the deceased's house, 
;~nd subsequently to the Kot. On reaching 
the latter place, she sent for General Abhi- 
nlan Sing, and desired him to assemble the 
troops and civil authorities; meanwhile Ge- 
neral Jung Bahadur and his brothers, with 
his tllree regiments, arrived, and thc Gene- 
ral called upon the Rani, as the acknow- 
ledged Ruler of the State, to institute a 

strict e ~ ~ q u i r y  relative to the assassination 



234 ROUGII NOTES ON THE 

of his colleague, stating, that in the evcllt of 
its being permitted to pass unl.evenged, his 
own lifc would be endangered. Whilst lie 
~vas  still speal<hlg, tlie Maha Rajah, attended 
by Gcneral Abhiman Sing and inany Civil 
and Military functionaiies, for the nlost part 
linarmcd, made his appearance. Bum Baha- 
dnr mas then instructed by the Rani to 
l)roceed to the residence of Futteh Jung 
Sali Chouiitra, and summon that Sirdar to 
attend; by her orders also a Chief called 
13ir Kishan Pandce was put in irons, under 
cllarge of being implicated in, if not the 

instigator of, the murder; tlie 
grounds for tliis accusation do not appear 
to hi~vc transpired. Upon being questioned 
;IS to llis gnilt, it was strenously denied by 
tllc accused, but little attention was paid to 
hi:. assercrations of innocence, and General 
.4l)hinian Sing was directed to put him to 
tlenth ; as, IIO\I-ever, the Rajah, who was in an 
a~joining apartment, declined sanctioning 
the execution, Iic refused to obey the Rani's 
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n~andnte, and left the room. Shortly after 
thc Riljah went out, accompanied by Ge- 
neral Bndrina Sing, and rode to Futteli 
Jumg's house, n~here he had an i~lterlie~v 
\\.it11 the Chonntm, and ordered hiin to 
lxoceed to the Rot, lvllich he accordingly 
did, talcing with him his son, Bikrau Sah, 
aud his two brothers Bir Bahador Sah and 
1:mlshere Sah, also Bum Bahadur, who, 
as alrcatly n~entioned, llad been dispatched 
in the first instance to command his atten- 
clnncc. 011 his reaching the lcot, he was 
n ~ c t  hy General Jung Bahadur, who mention- 
cd all that had occurred, and concluded I)y 
saj-ing, that it was l~roper both Bir Kisl~an 
l'alldee and Abl~inlan Sing should be put to 
death, and, in fact, as the Rani, haling been 
invested with full powers, 111ust be deenled 
the head of the Government, if the nleasure 
o111y obtained her sa~lction, he would him- 
self be ready to carry it into effect, in which 
case IJuttch Jung mould assume the post of 
Prin~e Minister, ~vllilst he ~vould be content 

m 
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to retain his office of Com~i~alidcr-in-Cllicf. 
He at  thc same ti111e pointed out, that tlleir 
own safety mainly depended upon the rc- 
nova1 of the two Sirdars, as they ,\-ere 
iiotoriously inilllical to them both, aild 
mould never rest satisfied until they ]lad 
coiilpassed their destruction. All his xlgu- 
illents were llo~vcrer of no a ~ a i l ,  tlle Choull- 
tra could not he induced to approve of the 
suggestion, a i d  put an end to the dis- 
cussioll by statil~g, that to inflict pu~~ishlllent 
beforc guilt WIS clearly establishccl 11-ould 
be iilost ~uijust. Tllc parties then separated, 
Fnttell J u g  proceeding to the apart~ncnt 
where Ab11im:ln Siilg was sitting, and Jung 
Baliadur rejoining tlie Rani. It was then, 
that the latter, findiilg that 11e co~dd not 
orerconle t l ~ e  scruplcsof his colleague, deter- 
mined tcm~orarily to deprive him of free- 
dom, in order that he might be at liberty to 
prosecute the desigu mliicll he deemed xb- 
solutely esseiitial for their common meal. 
Sooil after llisrcaching the upper story, Jung 
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Bnhadur observed Abliiman Sing order tlie 
Officers of llis coil~s to be on the gui nine, 
and the men were directed to load. He com- 
n~unicated this circumstance to the Rani, 
mlio ili~~nediatcly descended to tlie room 
wllere the Clliefs mere assembled, and urged 
tlicnl to name the assassin of Gugg'u11 Sing. 
On Futtell Jung's replying that all necessary 
enquiry sliodd bc made, and, if possible, tlie 
meiited penalty of his guilt duly inflicted 
on tlic ciiniinal, she becanle highly excited, 
and endeavoured to use a sword slle lield 
in lier 11antl against Bir Kishan Pandee; 011 

being prevented, she again moullted the 
staircase, followed by Futtch Jung, Abhi- 
man Sing and Kazi Dul Bliunjun Panclee. 
This was the opportunity seized by Jung 
Bahadur, to attempt to place the former 
under restraint. Rarak Bikram Sah, seeing 
the attack made upon his father, and ima- 
gining that his life mas at  stake, detein~ined 
either to save him or to avenge his death, 
and snatching a kuliri, the only weapon 

2 w 
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he could obtain, from a Gal-lil~a, rushed 
forward in a luost gallant manner, and I)e- 
fore Ile could be restrained, iuflictecl wounds 
on B u ~ n  Bnhadur, lirislln Bnliadnr aud a 
soldier, upoil nrl~ich he was c ~ l t  dolvn l)y a 
blow fi.0111 the sword of Coloiicl Dllere 
Slmnlshere Bahadur. Perceiviug the deatli 
of liis son, tlie Chountra, invoki~~g vengcaiice 
on liis murderers, &.elv his sword, and dis- 
persing tllose wllo surrouudcd him, with a 

bound, reached Bum Bahadul.'~ side. Tlic 
wotuld, which the latter had received in the 
right hand, prerented liis defending himself, 
and the cnragcd father, raisiug his arm, pre- 
1):wed to deliver his blow with his utinost 
fbrce ; ere, l~o~vever, it could descend, the 
report of n rifle rung tlwougli the hall, and 
when the snlokc cleared away, the old Cl~icf 
lay sidc by side with his g,allant son, wllose 
fall he had hoped to revenge. Jung Baliadur, 
for his was the hand that sped tllc deadly 
bullet, now saw that it  was too late to rc- 
tract ; a moment's indecision llligllt prove 
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fatal alilte to his power and his lifc. His plans 
were soon formed: he summoned to his side 
the faithful attendants, armed with double 
l~arrelled rifles, who even then hardy ever 
left him, m d  on mliosc fidelity hc kuem he 
could rely. They llqndcd him their lveapons 
duly loadcd, and ere many seconcls had 
elapsed, fourteen times snccessirely, the 
sharp sounil of the rifle was heard in that 
crowded and aw6striclren assembly, and 
fourteen Sirdars, including Abl~ininn Sing 
and Hazi Dud Bhmljun Pandee, dropped 
mol-tally mounded; the former made a last 
effort to join his troops in the court-yard, 
but before he reached the door, his body 
was almost cut in two by a blow from 
General Hrishn Bahadur. Few then took 
possession of tlie Chiefs, they tuned  'and 
flcd, and an indiscrimiuatc Inassacre ensued. 
The panic even extended to the soldiery out- 
side, and Ilearing the long continued peal of 
inuslretry within tlie building, the eclioes 
of which reverberated in d l  directions, they 
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also, witli the exception of a fern grenadiers 
of the Kali Bulrsh, General Jung Baha- 
dw's own corps, all sougllt safety in flight. 
One huudred and 6fty Sirdars perished on 
that eventful niglit. The slaughter mas no 
sooner over, than the Rlaha Rani confer- 
red upon J m ~ g  Bahadur tlie grant of tlie 
Wizarat, and accepted tlie usual nnzzw. 
This ccremoily having been coiicluded, tlie 
new Premier at  olice proceeded to collect 
some of the troops on whom lie could 
depend, a i d  place tl~enl in charge of the 
Arsenal, Trcasury, Palace, and otlier places 
of importance ; tl~csc being secured, lic 
conducted the Rani to thc I-Iaiiuman Dhoka 
Palace, the residence of the Rajah, aild then 
demanded ail audience with tlie Monarch, 
in ordcr that he might offer to him also 
the  res scribed present. On behig ushered 
into the presence of tlie King and Heir 
Apparent, the former expressed displeasure 
at  the massacre wliich had taken place, m d  
on the J u g ' s  rel~lying that it was in accord- 
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ance with the Rani's instiuctions, went 
to hcr apartments to demalld an explanation. 
Instead, however, of affordiilg it, she advised 
him to place the eldest of her sons on the 
gaddi, (throne) which she asserted mas the 
only meals of avcrting further calamities. 
Thc Rajah then rcturncd and confirmed 
Jung Bahadw's appointment as Prime Mi- 
nister and Commmidcr-in-Chief. I t  was IIOW 

day-light, and a parade was ordcred of dl the 
regiments at the Capital; wllen thc troops 
were asscmblcd, J u g  Bahadur, who had 
talcen the precaution of having those faithful 
to his cause &awn up apart, the infantry with 
loaded iliuskets and the artillery with lighted 
portfires, madc his appearance on the ground, 
and after a long and spirited harangue, i11 
which he told the soldiers that although 
they had lost their former Commanders 
(whose bodies had been placed in a ghastly 
heap before them) they mould find in him 
a sincere and steclfast friend, called upon 
them to obey his ordcrs, in virtue of the 
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authority over tllelu rested in hiin by the 
Monarch. Without leaders, and many of 
them without arms, opposition mo~dd have 
beeu almost hopeless ; and moreover the 
hearts of many were gained by the nume- 
rous pron~otions, coilsequent on the casual- 
ties mnongst the Officers, which were a t  once 
l~roinulgnted. The different corps there- 
fore returned to their ca~i toments  without 
a murmur, and from that hour the army has 
remained devoted to the Tllap:~ f:~ction. 

Aleanwhile the Rajah, accolnpnnied by 
Sirdars Bhn~raili Sing and lihurbeer Klmt- 
tri, the latter an adherent of Jung Baha- 
dur, left the Palace, and shrted towards 
Patnn, apparently with the intention of 
proceeding to Benares. Finding herself 
unfettered, the Rani issued orders to Jung 
Balladur and Bir D11aj Bashneat, to confis- 
cate the property of the murdered Officers, 
and expel tlleir families from Nepal, aud 
at  the same t h e  to place the two elder 
Priilces under s~u*veillance. 
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I t  having been reported by Bhurbeer 
Iihuttri that tlie Raja11 liad lleld n pi\-ate 
conference wit11 Bliamani Sing on thc 
Tundee I i l~el  Piwade ground, n party \\-as 
dispatched to take the Sirclar's lifc. T l ~ r y  
eficted tlieir purpose on the road to l'nt;ln, 
in the presence of thc Iiiilg, who contin~~cd 
llis route, ~ ~ i t l i o o t  off'ering to iiiterfcrc. In 
t l ~ e  e\ cning, one of J u ~ i g  B:~l~adur's bro- 
tllcrs ~ v a s  sent in search of the fi~gitive 
illonarch, and overtaking him at  l ' a ta~~ ,  per- 
suaded 11im to return to Iintlin~andlioo. At  
the expiration of about eight days, order was 
in some measure restored, and tlie troops, 
large bodies of whom had liitl~erto been 
stntioncd within the city, i~nd at tlie different 
public builclings, returned to their lines ; tlte 
two Princes were iiot, however, released 
from confiiiement, niid tlie Rani, iu order to 
secure tllc throne for one of her o ~ n l  sons, 
used every persuasion in her power to in- 
duce Jung Baliadur to put tliein to death. 
IIc, however, \\-as deaf' to her entreaties, 
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at last she was informed by Bir Dliaj 
Basllneat that he was convinced t h e  Jung 
~vould never accedc to her wishes, and there- 
fore it was advisal~le that he also slionld be 
destroyed. As Bir I l l~a j  proinised to aid 
her in the accomplisl~ment of her design, he 
obtained a grant of tlie lfTizar:lt. Jung 
Baliadur becanle cognizant of this trausac- 
tion, tllrougl~ Beja Rai Pundit, who ~ v a s  
privy to i t ;  he was consequently on tlie alert, 
aud prepared to take the first oppol-tunity 
of crushing tlie conspirators. 

On the morning of the 31st October, 
General l h z e c r  Sing, eldest son of the late 
Guggm Sing, who mas a party to the in- 
tended murder, secretly marched a rcgi- 
ment with loaded mnslrets to the Kot; a 
message was then dispatched by Bir 
Dhaj froill the Rani, desiring Jung Bal~a- 
dur's attendance ; being, however, aware of 
the scheme to assassinnte him, he had pre- 
viously assembled all his friends and re- 
latives, well armed, and iu their company 
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proceeded towards tl~eDiirbar. En route they 
lnet Bir Dl~nj, mlio had linrdly faltered 
out his nlessnge, for he pcrceivcd by tlic 
looks of tl~ose around liim tliat his treachery 
liad been discovered, ere 11e nras killed by a 
blow fro111 the sn~orcl of Captain Rana RIer 
Adhikari, one of the Jung's followers. T l ~ c  
party t l~en  went to tlic Pi~lacc at  Bnssant- 
p~ir ,  wlierc the Rajnli and liis eldest son 
\\,ere staying, and J ~ I I I ~  Baliailnr, hnring 
been granted ail inter\-icw, requested eitl~cr 
to be dismissed from office, or to be f~wnis11- 
ed \\lit11 fill  authority to order the esecu- 
tioii of all enenlies to tlieHeirilpparent. Tlie 
1101rer he demanded was dele$?ted, and lie 
iiiimediately directed the troops to be placed 
under arms, v~hen, wit11 the exception of 
JVuzeer Sing, who had fled, all the adhe- 
rents of Bir Dliaj were seized and deca- 
pitated. In the evening Jung Baliadur mait- 
ed on the Rani, and on tlie part of tlie 
eldest Prince, stated, that as she had con- 
spired against liis life, hcr residence at 
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liath~nmidl~oo conld no longer be snnction- 
rd. l.'iiiding all llcr plans frustrated, and per- 
ceiving tlic inntility of attempti~ig to 11i;llie 
ally ii~ipression upon the lieart of t l ~ e  nlinis- 
tcr, wl~ich liad now becoiiic steeled against 
all her ch:~rnms, tlie lady deteriiiined to pro- 
ceed on a pilgrim;~gc to Bcnares. Every 
arr:ulgcment was nlilde to facilitate lier 
(1cl)~rturc and conduce to lier comfort in 
exile, a id  ]laving been furnished with a 
l:i1:$:e quantity of jewellcry, kc., from the 
Gavern~iiciit Tosha ILliana; on the 23rd 
Kovcniber, ~vitli her two sons, and accoin- 
pallied 1)y the Rajah, over whom she still 
retained a large portion of l ~ e r  iilfluence, 
she quittcd 1iathniandho0, and bent 11cr 
stells tolvnrcls the I-Ioly City, wliere she still 
co~ltinues to reside. 

For some tinle it rras supposed that the 
Monarch o~ily contenipliited a few d:~ys teni- 
11ormy absence, but when inoiltlis elapsed 
and 11e evinced 110 intelltioil of returning to 
his I<ingdom, after due deliberation, it was 
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resolvcd that his voluntary exile could only 
be construed into an act of abdication, and 
liis crown must devolve upon the Heir Ap- 
parent, who had hit11ci.to carried on the 
Governrncnt as Regent: on the 12th May 
1847, he was consequently uistalled as So- 
vereign. Upon intelligence of this proceecl- 
ing reaching Benares, the Ex-King, insti- 
gated most liltely by his Rani, wl~ose ambi- 
tion was evidently too great to admit of her 
tamely allowing her husband to forfeit his 
dignity witliout a st~uggle, determined to 
malre an effort to regain his throne, and 
accordingly set out for the frontier. His 
movements were, however, most closely 
watched, and arrangements made for inter- 
cepting his advance towards the Capital, 
where it is possible he might have been still 
able to form a powerful party. Whilst wvith- 
in the British possessions, he was escoi-ted 
by a guard of Irregular Cavalry, which 
returned to their cantonments on his 
crossing tlie border on the 28th July. As 

X 
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soon as tlie news of tlic dcpai-t~we of tliis 
dehclmnlent reached JCathnlandlloo, orders 
mere issued for tlie march of several corps 
in tlie direction of tlie Icing's encampment; 
i r ~  o l~c  day they ilcscellded tlie Ilills, and 
ton-xds evening took up positions UI its 
immediate nciglibo~url~ood. Little anticipat- 
ing such prolnpt and decisive measures, the 
Rajah's adherei~ts were caln~ly reposing in 
fancied security, mllen they were suddenly 
recalled to the recollection of their having 
passed the fatal boundary, by fincling tlieiii- 
selves completely surrounded by tlieir ene- 
mies. Altliough thus taken by surprise, they 
bravely defended themselves, and endea- 
voured to beat off their assailants, but being 
perfectly devoid of organization, their ill- 
directed efforts proved of no avail. A scene 
of tlie greatest confusion ensued; little loss 
was expelienced by the troops, and in fact 
it  soon became a mere massacre. Four or five 
hundred were killed and wounded, tlie rest 
escaped to our territories, and the Jlonarch, 
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co~npletely deserted, was taken prisoner and 
conducted to liathmandhoo, where he still 
remains, under strict surveillance, and de- 
prived of all political power. EIe is celbinly 
produced at  the Durbar on important occa- 
sions, such for instance as thc presentation 
of EIer Majesty's letter, but apparently takes 
little interest in what is going forward, cast- 
ing, however, furtive glanccs in every direc- 
tion, as if to fathom, fi-om the looks of those 
around him, the cause of l i s  temporuy 
elevation, and fearing lest it is only prepara- 
tory to some act of treachery, by which all 
dread of his re-accession to Sovereign rank 
may be finally dissipated, and l~imsclf re- 
luoved fiaom all further concern with sublu- 
nary affairs. 

The co~nplete overthrow of both the 
Chountras and Pandees having been accom- 
plished, and the Rajah reduced to a mere 
cipher, the wllole power of the Government 
seclns to have become concentrated in the 
person of Jung Bahadur, who has shorn 

2 x 
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llimself well worthy of the trust which has 
thus devolved upon liiin, 11aving diligently 
exerted himself to root out abuses, ,aud effect 
sqlutnry refonns in d l  departments, and, if 
his life be spared, he may yet be the nleaiis 
of iiitroduciug great improvements through- 
out the country. 111 Nepal, however, fortune 
lias for years truly proved herself n ficlde 
jade, a id  it  yet remains to be seen whether 
liis fate will differ from that of his prede- 
cessors. In canying out liis views Ile 
derived the utmost assistance from the late 
Rani, a talented and amiable monlw, whose 
influence over her l~usband was always 
esei-ted in Jung Bahadur's favor, and 11e was 
thus enabled to guide the weak and imbecile 
Monarch, without incurring the necessity of 
ever openly opposing his autholity. I t  is 
said that on one occasion this ilduence was 
successfully exerted to prevent a rupture 
with the British, advocated by several of the 
AIinister's enemies, with a view to effect his 
ruin, as had he objected, 11e wo~dd have been 
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branded as a coward, and lost his popularity 
with the army; whilst, on t l ~ e  contrary, if 
war had been declared, and the Nepalese 
forces, as expected, routed, he mould have 
been stigmatized as a traitor, mid in all 
probability fallen a victim to some popular 
ebullition. Be this as it may, it is certain 
that he experienced from the Rani the great- 
est kindness, and bitterly deplorcd her loss. 

The object of the late Mission to Eng- 
land mas not only to offer homage to the 
Sovereign of that Nation, whose Statesmen 
and Warriors, to use the Ambassador's own 
expression, had rendered the name of Great 
Britain glorious throogl~out the East, nor 
mas it merely for the purpose of n~al&lg 
himself acquainted with the actual extent of 
our power and the true cause of our great- 
ness, although these reasons doubtless had 
their due weiglit in prompting a step so 
tot,aUy repugn'ult to all the prejudices of 
Hinduism, and ml~ich may perl~nps prore 
the first blow towards breaking t l ~ e  appa- 

3 x 
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rciltly almost insur~uountable bailier, mliich 
iiow prevciits the Natives of India from 
seeking, in travel through foreign couutries, 
liberal sentiments and elllightened opinions, 
but altliougli never publicly ackuowledged, 
there was anotlier great inducement, riz. tlie 
liope that in firnily uniting the bonds of 
fricudsllip between tlic States, lie mould also 
n~aterially strengthen his own position, 
from tlic feeling, which, notwithstanding 
tlie policy of non-interference professed by 
tlie Indian Govenlment, mould pervade all 
classes in Nepal, tliat tlie minister wlio liad 
1)een Iionored by ~1 audience nit11 the 
Queen of England, would never want assist- 
ance in the hour of need. 

This cursory glance at  the history of 
Nepal would certainly be incomplete, were 
I not to offer some slight account of tlie 
actor who for the last few years has played 
so important a part upon tlie stage. I shall 
tlierefore conclude with a brief sketch of 
his eventfnl life. 
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General Jumg Bahadur is descended from 
a good family, both his paternal and mater- 
nal grandfathers having held high rank in 
Umniur Sing's army, and been engaged at 
the siege of Iiot K h m g a ,  where one mas 
killed and the other mortally wouuded. 
His father, who llcld the office of Kazi, liad 
eight sons, of mhoni he is tlie second. JVlien 
a lad of about 14 years of age lie mas at- 
tached as Subahdar to a rcgiment under 
liis fatlicr's command, and stationed on the 
north-western frontier. Tked of tlie com- 
mon routine of nlilitnry life, lie quitted his 
corps without permission, and wit11 a single 
attendant crossed the K d i  Wuddee and 
entered the Compauy's territories. As long 
as his resources lasted, lie enlployed his 
time in traversing the whole of the provinces 
of Rohilkuud, and visiting our Military Sta- 
tions in that direction; on reaclung I-Iurd- 
war, however, lie found that not only had 11e 
completely ediausted liis stock of cash, but 
also disposedof eveiy article of value he poss- 
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essed. He accordingly contemplated offering 
his sword to Runjeet Sing, in whose service 
lie had relatives; but meeting with some of 
his father's fi.iends, he mas persuaded to 
return to his duty, and, his youth being 
taken into consideration in estenuation of 
the fault which he had conlmitted iu desert- 
ing his post, he was re-admitted to his 
fonil~er rank. Soon after, the fall of Blleem 
Sing Thapa having destroyed his hopes 
of advancement, he left tlie army, and 
for sometime wandered throughout Nepal, 
making himself perfectly acquainted with 
the topopq~l iy  of tlie country, and also 
with the dialects, manners and customs of 
the different tribes composing its inhabi- 
tants. On his return to Hathmandlloo, an 
elephant, having become must, in this infu- 
riated state became perfectly ungovern- 
able, and, killing its mahout, entered tlie 
crowded city, creating havoc and constcrna- 
tion in every direction; no one dared np- 
proach to i x ~ e s t  its ~ d d  career, but Jung 
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Bahadw, having watched his opportunity, 
flung himself from the top of a house upon 
the animal's neck, blindfolded it with a cloth, 
and eventually succeeded in securing it to a 

tree. The fame of this daring exploit having 
reached the Durbar, lie was sent for, and 
offered a dress of honor and a sum of money, 
which, however, he refused, but dcmandecl 
promotion, and accordingly rcceived a Lieu- 
tenant's commission. His rise may be calcu- 
Lzted from the date of the perforlnancc of 
this feat, for although hostile to the party 
in power, they mcre glad to avail tl~einselves 
of his services, and in 1839, he was raised 
to the rank of Captain, and employed on a 
secret mission to Benares, for the purpose 
of seizing and carryiug off to Nepal, 
Runodutt Sah Chountra, a brother of the 
present Ex-Rajah, who was then residing 
at that City. His endeavours, however, 
proved unavailing, and his intentions having 
been discovered by the British authorities, 
he was at  first incarcerated, and afterwards 
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escoited by tlie Police to tlie Nepal frontier, 
where he was released. After this unwccess- 
ful expedition, lie seems to have chiefly dis- 
tinguished himself by his advocacy of mea- 
sures of reform ui the administration of 
public affairs, thereby rendeiing himself 
obnoxious to the i ~ ~ l i n g  Cliiefs, who took 
e v e ~ y  oppoi-tunity of pl.ejudicing the Raja11 
and Heir Apparent against him, and try- 
ing to take his life. On one occasion, whilst 
in tlie act of crossing on horseback a nloun- 
tain stream, by a bridge, composed merely 
of the trunks of two trees, he received the 
commands of the Icing to return: had he 
refused compliance with the order, lie would 
have been charged with disloyalty, whilst it 
mas supposed that the attempt to obey, 
would ensure his destiuction, for a fdse 
step mould have precipitated him down an 
abyss of several hundred feet, and dashed 
hi to atoms. His pony was foitunately 
extremely surefooted, and wit11 admirable 
presence of mind, he succeeded in making 



the animal perform a pirouette, and reached 
the bank in safety. On another day, the 
bridge haling, on some pretext or other, 
been removed before he had passed, he was 
summoned to tlie King's presence on the 
opposite sideof n similar stream. I le  atternpt- 
ed the leap, but his horse, beuig unable to 
cover the recjuired disbnce, he mas pl~mged 
into the torrent, and carried down by its 
forcc nearly a mile ere lie was able to 
effect a landing, and at  last, failing to com- 
pass his deatll by indirect means, his ene- 
mies prevailed upoii the Prince to issue 
orders for his execution; in accordaliee with 
which he mas flung into a deep well, but 
being au expert swimmer, managed to sup- 
port himself for hours in the water, and at  
night, when his friends came with the inten- 
tion of taking out the body, he mas disco- 
vered alive, but perfectly exhausted, with his 
nails almost torn off from clinging to the 
brick work. His path therefore has not been 
without its thoins and he lias iiot gained 
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his present position ~vitliout undergoing the 
ordeal to whicli all men of rank in Oriental 
Cou1.t~ are necessarily exposed. 

As a Millister, Jung Baliad~w's life lias 
been almost without reproach, and he lias 
laboured incessantly for tlie welfare of the 
country, orer whose destinies it  may be 
said, he at  present presides. TVhen lie first 
obtained his office, lie was extre~uely illite- 
rate, and, o n h g  to wilfulness when a child, 
could neither read nor write. Finding that 
without these acquirenients he was liable to 
be uiisled by those around him, and conse- 
quently to act ~uujustly, he devoted all his 
leisure hours to study, and at  the ex~iration 
of a year had obtained such proficiency as to  
be able to carry on a coi~espondence with 
perfect facility, aud all orders of importance 
are written with his own hand. Towards tlie 
Chiefs, although not unlrind, he is certainly 
dictatorial in manner, and has thus made 
enemies amongst them, but he is much 
loved both by the Troops and Peasantry, 
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and I believe no act of cruelty or injustice 
can be urged agninst hiin from the date of 
his acccssion to power, wliist hundreds of 
his political ol)l~onciits and their adherents, 
who liad been banished from the country, 
have been permitted to return, on the sob 
proviso, that they shall rcniaiii on their 
estates, and not rn:llic their appearance at  
the capital. 

No cscuse can certainly be offered in 
palliation of' his guilt in talting so promi- 
lielit a part in the murder of his Uncle 
i\lalitabar Sing, througli whosc iufluence he 
had been raised to the rank of Chief Iiazi, 
and from whom, almost to ~vitlihi a short 
time of his death, he had experienced tlie 
utmost kindness; but in judging of the eon- 
duct of a Kative of the East, is it just on our 
part to adopt the Christian staudard of mom- 
lity, or rather ought we not to remember 
that he lias been debarred the pure light of 
the gospel to glide and restrain liiru, amidst 
the numerous tcniptations to which he is 

Y 
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e\posed througl~out his n-orldly career, and 
coi~scqucntly that our condemnation should 
be mingled mitli pity? Tlie act which niay 
be considered tlie sccoiid blot in his life, the 
Inassacre nt the Kot, lie has always assert- 
ed, and I believe with truth, to have been 
l~e~-fcctly ~ulpremedit;~tcd, and that, altliougll 
~uider tlic iuipression that Abhiinan Sing 
and Bir Iiislia~i I'nndcc were the iiistiga- 
tors of Guggtul Sing's assassination, he had 
tleternlined at  all llazards to secure their 
execution, 11c ne\-er for R nlo~llent conteni- 
1)liited treacllery towards liis colleague Fut- 
teh Jung, and creii a t  tlie last instant, 
~vl lei~ his brotller's life liung as it were upon 
a thread, 11c licsitatecl ere lle fired tlie fatal 
shot. 

.lung Baliadur is brave, active, and da- 
ring, a t  the same time not devoid of caution, 
conlbincd wit11 a great degree of iiiilate 
slirewh~ess, and possessing considcwble 
t:lleiit, togetller witli cletern~ination and self- 
~osscssio~r, 2111 qu:llities conducing to for111 
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at] admlable Military Commander. He is 
estre~liely ol~scrrant, and his rcmarlrs on 
men and manners, betray a knowledge of 
the world denoting the deep stndy of hn- 
lnan liaturc, and little to be expected fro111 
one who liad spent his days in such a re- 
mote region. Nt l iou~l i  not oilly a just, but 
by all acconnts n decidedly mild r~11e1-, and 
nuturally f i~r  froln being cruel or prone to 
dcctls of violence, self-interest is ercr with 
Ilim tlie predoini~~ant passion. The sacrifice 
of llulna~i life wonld llarc but little meigllt 
in lweveating the prosecution of any design 
on wlicll he migllt be bent, and the espctli- 
ency of the measure ~votdd fully satisfy all 
scl.uplcs which 11c might have on that head. 
To his fiiends he is often extremely gene- 
rous, but his acts of generosity are general- 
ly com~llittcd on the irnpdse of the nion~ent, 
and can Iiardly be said to spring from the 
dictates of a truly 1il)eral heart. 

Altllougli, like all Orientals, a pel-fect 
master of the art of clissimolation, and 

2 Y 



en~bued with a feeling of suspicion of 
tl~ose around him, plainly disceniible in 
all his acts and words, when tliorongl~ly 
convinced that he is treated Tvitli perfect 
candour, 11e at  once I)aiiisl~es all reserve, and 
converses unrestrainedly on topics eitl~er 
connected wit11 llis own life or relatire to his 
comntry, notwitlistanding that in so doing, 
he may n~alte aclino~~-ledgnents prejudicial 
to his interests. I-Ie has an actire, and al- 

q u i ~ u ~ g  nmind, and is fully iulpresscd wit11 
the great advantages ml~ich miglit accive to 
Nepal from tlie i~itroduction of tlie arts 
and sciences of Western civilization, whilst 
liowever, a still lurking doubt as to the 
sincerity of o w  professions of fiicndsliip, 
which his tiip to Europe has not completely 
removed, may for many years preclude liis 
seeking our aid in carrying illto execution 
the projects he now entertains towards ini- 
proving the couitry and ameliorating tlie 
condition of tlie people, and mllicli he is sen- 
sible cannot be accornl>lislled without our 
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cordial co-operation and assistance. Taking 
into consideration the fact of his having 
been reared at  a dissolute and corrupt coui-t, 
amongst a nation barely removed from a 
state of barbarism, whilst almost from boy- 
llood his passions have remained uncontrol- 
led, Jung Bdladur has a fair claim to our 
estimation. He is far in advance of his fellom 
countrymen, and whilst liis faults may be 
attributed to his race and education, his 
virtues w e  all his own. 

I have now brought my labors to a close, 
and solicit the indulgence of my readers for 
haviug inflicted upon their patience the 
task of perusing so ~ L L U  a volume. Thus 
much, however, I must say in my defence, 
that the work has never claimed to be con- 
sidered more than its title assumes, viz. a 

mere Series of Rough Notes, taken in my 
capacity as a Political Oficer, without intent 
to publication; arrogating in tllemselves no 
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pretensious to favor, but deriving some 
slight interest from their presenting a slietch, 
imperfect as it may be, of a Country, of 
which, notmithstandiug its contiguity to our 
Noble Enlpire iu the East, me are so little 
acquaulted, either as respects its History, 
Topography, the Religion, Mauuers, and 
Customs of the numerous tribes by which it  
is inllabited, its Government, Manufactures, 
or Commerce : n Country, moreover, wlich 
may now fairly advance some slight claini 
to our regard, as the &st Hindu Stiite, from 
which, castiug aside their long cherished 
and inveterate prejudices, an Embassy has 
issued, to pay obeisance at  the Court of our 
Most Gmcions Queen. 



A P P E N D I X .  

Reatg between the Ron'ble the Esst Indla Company 
and the RnJe of Nepd. 

ARTICLE ]ST.-There shall be perpctunl peace and 
friendship between the Hon'ble East India Company 

and the Raja of Nepal. 

A ~ T I C L E  ~xD.-The Raja of Nepal renounces all claim 
to the lands which \rere the subject of discussion between 

the two states before the war ; and ackno\r.ledges the right 

of the Hon'ble Company to the sovereignty of those 
lands. 

ARTICLE 3 ~ ~ . - T h e  Raja of Nepal hereby cedes to 
the Hon'ble the East India Company in perpetuity, all 

the undementioned territories, namely- 

Fi~st , -The whole of the lo\vlands between the Rivers 
Kali and Raptee. 

Secondly.-The whole of the lorvlnnds (with the ex- 
ception of Bootwd Khas) lying between the Rnptee and 

the Gunduk. 



Thirdly.-The wl~ole of the lo\vlnnds between the 
Gunduk and Koosee, in which the authority of the British 
Government has been introduced, or is in actual course of 
introduction. 

Fourlhly.-All the lowla~ids between the River Mechee 
and the Teesta. 

Ffthb-A11 the territories \vitliin the hills, eastword of 
the River Rlechee, including tllc fort and lands of Nagee ,  

and the pass of Nagarcote, lending from Morung illto the 
hills, together wit11 the territory lying between that pass 
and Nagree. T h e  oforesnid territory shall be evacuated 
by the Gorkha troops within forty days from this date 

ARTICLE 4 ~ ~ . - W i t h  a view to indemnify the Chiefs 
and baralidars of the State of Nepal, \\hose interests will 
suffer by the alienation of the lands ceded by the foregoing 

Article, the British Government agrees to settle pensions, 
to the aggregate amount of two lacs of rupees per annum, 

on such Chiefs as may be selected by the Raja of Nepal, 

and in the proportions which the Rnja may fix. A s  soon 
as tlie selection is made, sunuds sliall be granted under the 
seal and signature of the Governor General for the pensions, 

respectively. 

ARTICLE 5 ~ ~ . - T h e  Raja of Nepal renounces, for 
himself, his heirs, and successors, all claims to, or connexion 
with, the counhies lying to the west of tlie River Kali ; 
and engages never to have any concern wit11 these counhies 
or the inhabitants thereof. 

ARTICLE 6 ~ ~ . - T h e  Raja of Nepal engages never to 
molest or disturb the Rnja of Sikhim in the possession of 
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his territories, but agrees, if ally differences shall arise be- 

t\veen the State of Nepal and tlie Raja of Sikhim, or the 

subjects of either, that sue11 differe~ices shall be refcrred to 
tlie arbitration of the British Government, by ivhose award 

the Raja of Nepal engages to abide. 
ARTICLE 7~a . -The  Raja of Nepnl liereby engages 

ncrer to take or retain in his service any British subject, 

nor the subject of any Erlropean or American state, \vith- 

out the consent of the British Government. 

ARTICLE 8~n . - In  orrler to secure and improve the 

relations of amity and peace hereby establisllcd between 

the two States, it is ngrced that accredited Rlinisters from 

cacll shall reside at the Court of tlie otl~er. 

Treaty between the Hon'ble the East Indla Company 
and the ReJa of 6-. 

ARTICLE IsT.-Tllc Hon'ble East India Company 
cedes, transfers, and makes over, in full sovereignty, to the 

Sikllimputee Raja, his heirs, or successors, all the hilly or 

mountainous country situated to the eastward of the 

Mecliee River, and to tlie rvestwnrd of the Teesta River, 
formerly possessed and occupied by the Raja of Nepal 

ceded to the Hon'ble East India Company by the treaty of 
peace signed at Segowlee. 

ARTICLE 2 ~ ~ . - T h e  Sikliimputee Raja engages, for 

himself and succcssors, to abstain from any acts of aggres- 

sion or hostility against the Gorklias, or any other state. 



ARTICLE 3n~.-Tl1nt he ail1 refer to the arbitration of 
the Britisli Government any disputes or questions tllat may 

arise between his subjects, nnd tliose of Nepal, or any 
other neigl~bouring State, and abide by the decision of the 
British Government. 

ARTICLE ~TI I . -H~  engages for himself and succes- 
sors to join the British troops \r.it!~ ?he ivl~olc of his Dlili- 
tary Force, when employed rrirllin the hills, and in general 

tn afford the Brilisli troops every nid and facility ill his power. 

ARTICLE 5~11.-That lie will not permit any British 
subjects nor r l~e subject of any European or American 
State, to reside rritl~iu his dominions \vitl~o~it the permis- 
sion of the Englisl~ Government. 

ARTICLE 6 ~ n - T h a t  IIC \\ill immediately seize and 
deliver up any dacoits, or notorious offe~lders, that may 
take refuge \rirl~i~i his territories. 

ARTICLE ?~11.-Thnt he \rill not afford protection to 
any defaulters of revenue, or orher delioquents, \\-hen de- 

manded by the Britisli Government through their accre- 
dited agents. 

ARTICLE 8~n . -Tha t  11e will afford protection to mer- 
chants and traders from the Company's provinces ; and he 
engages that no duties shall be levied on the transit of 

mercl~andize beyond the establislied custom at the several 
golal~s and marts. 

A ~ T I C L E  9r11.-The 1Ion'ble East India Company 

guarantees to the Sikl~imputee Raja and his successors, 
the full and peaceable possession of the hact of hilly coun- 
try specified in the first Article of the present agreement. 
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Rontem into Nepal. 

I. 

Semul Basa to Biclieenh IChor, ... 10 miles. 

,, to Iletoundnli, ... 1 4  .. .. to Bheem Phedee, ... 1 5  .. .. to Seesa Gurhec, ... 3 .. .. to Tnmbu ICliani, ... G .. 
,, to Naklioo ... 1 .. 

T o  ICathmandhoo via Chitlong, ... 1 9  .. 
,, Plier Phiog, ... 2 2  .. 

This road has been described in the 1st Chapter. I t  is 
said that the best route into the valley of ICathmandhoo 
turns to tlie \Vest at Bicliecali IChor, continuing its course 
for about 8 miles, when it takes a northerly direction, it is 
represented as being genernlly about 30 feet in breadth, 

level and winding between tlie bases of steep hills. Horses, 
camnges and elephants may pass along it, as there are no 
large rivers nor mountains to be crossed. 

11. 

Boot\tul to Nyakot, . . . . . . . . .  3 coss. .. Lo Alasseean, . . . . . . . . .  5 .. .. to Palpa, . . . . . . . . .  6 .. 
,, to 1st halting place, ... 4 .. .. to 2nd ditto, . . . . . . . . .  5 .. .. to Rampore, . . . . . . . . .  8 .. 

The  road to Palpn is mentioned as being about 5 feet in 

hrendth, and leading in a zigzag direction over two very 
stcrp nnd long ascents, besides others of inferior height, it 
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is throughout passable by hill ponies nud small elephants, 

accustomed to the colmtry. About 8 coss from Bootwul it 
crosses the T i a r e e  River, the channel about 5 0  yards 
\ride, bed rocky, banks not very steep, water knee-deep. 
From Palpa the route takes an easterly direction, and runs 
principally tl~rough Sal Forests. I t  passes over 2 steep 
mountains and severd small hius. Rampore is situated on 
a large plain near the bnnk of tlie great Gunduk, which is 
crossed by a ferry, t l ~ e  boat being dragged by ropes from 

either bank. The  river at this point is up~rards of 1 0 0  yards 
wide, nr~d flowing with grcat rapidity over the rocks whicl~ 
form its bed. 

1st. Stage. From Chutra on t l ~ e  East Bu lk  of tlle 

Koosi to Mayna and Lasu~iuja, crossiug the Koosi and 
Sul~koosi. 

2nd Stage to Kula. 
3rd ,, lihatang. 

4th ,, Kamteb. 
5th ,, Halisi, a t  t11e junction of the Dud11 Koosi. 

6th ,, Teleya. 
i t h  ,, Baugman, on the west side of the Lekho. 
8th ,, Alantaligaut, west side of the Tnlnba Koosi. 
9th ,, Pachigaut, on the Sankoosi. 

10th ,, Durnja, on the Ruri. 
1 l t h  ,, Dapc l~g  on the north side of the Rusi. 
12th ,, Banipa, at the head of tlle Rusi. 
13th ,, Bhntgoon. 
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A t  all the Stnges above nie~itioned, it is said there are 
villages, old by the way there is much cultivation. The  
valley of the Sankoosi is stated to be from one to two miles 

in width, and for the greater part of the distance the tra- 

veller may ride on horseback. 

From Sesoutwa to Girin Pokliun, ... 2 cos.  

nlehooleca, ... 1 ,, 
Jogulpoor, ... 2 ,, 
I-Iureeon Betheon, ... 2 4  ,, 
Bhu~ntlian Choree, ... 4 ,, 
Ruttunpoor, ... 3 ,, 
Hurreeliurpoor, ... 2 4  ,, 

Tliis route is the one alluded to at page 30. 
From I~nthmmdlioo to Diggurcha, or Teeshoo Loomboo 

by Koori Goojeperri near Pusputnatll, or Deopatu~~.  

From I<nthmandlioo to Sankoo E. N. E. ... 9 miles. 

to Deopoor, E. B. N. ... 14 ,, 
to Seep% E. B. N. ... 13 ,, 
to Jliauri, E. B. N. .. 2 ,, 
to Cliawtra, E. N. E. or 

N . E . B . N .  ... 14 ,, 
to Pyhiere, E. N. E. ... 1 4  ,, 
to pliulloo, N. N. E. ... 14 ,, 
to Leistee, h'. N.  E. ... 8 ,, 
to Doognq N. N. E. ... 10 ,, 
to I<liasq N. E. ... 19 ,, 
to Chesuing, N. N. E .... 1 2  ,, 

z 
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From Cliesuing to Kooti, N .  N .  E. . . . . . .  12 miles. 
,, to Soonagoombah, E. B. N. ... 11 ,, 
,, to Mathiegoombah, N. E. ... 14 ,, 
,, to Lungoorphedi, E. . . . . . .  12 ,, 
,, to Lungkoat, E. & N. B. E. ... 22 ,, 
,, to Tingri, E. . . . . . . . . .  12 ,, 
,, to Ghuttinpani, E. . . . . . .  13 ,, 

... ,, to Neekagoombah, E. 5 ,, 
,, to Koonagoombah, E. ... 16 ,, 
,, to Sliikargoombali, E. ... 3 ,, 
,, to Shikar Dlioban, E. ... 8 ,, 
,, to Dhairebailira-lcatra Kagong, 

E. . . . . . . . . .  10 ,, 
,, to Cliliogoomba, E. . . . . . .  4 ,, 
,, to Choorbalooa, E. . . . . . .  3 ,, 
, to Saitagoombah, E. . . . . . .  16 ,, 
,, to Bliysiagong, N. . . . . . .  12 ,, 
,, to Sankia, E. . . . . . . . . .  I I ,, 
,, to Ekelagoo~nbali, E. & N. ... 18 ,, 
,, to Shnngookabaissa, E. B. N. 

0 r E . N . E .  . . . . . .  14 ,, 
,, to Loll Paliar, E. . . . . . .  12 ,, 
,, to Kaghizi Goombah, E. ... 2.5 ,, 
,, to Diggurclig or Teeshoo Lom- 

bah, E. . . . . . .  10 ,, 

Total, miles, ... 279 
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